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THE COMPASSIONATE CHRIST.

DYV 1EV. TREODOIlE L. CUYLEI.

SHERE is no ph-ace in whichi huinatn sorrows
are feit as they are feit iii the heart af

<Jesus. No one knows human weakness asq Ilc
ktiows it, or pities as 1e can pity. Every suifer-
ing of body is known ta aur syrnpathising Lord,
and every grief that niakes the hcart ache.
Iluman pity is ofteîî worîî out front ovt-r-tise. It
irnpaticîîtly inutters, " Is thit paor creature
here again I I have hcelped him a dazen tinies
already." Or it says: " That iniscrable fcllow.%
bas talzen ta drink again, lias lie? 1 arn dlotie
trying ta save hinm. Re mnakes lîirnself a brute;
let hilm die 11k-c the brutes 1 Hunian pit.y aften
gives wi.ay just whiei it should stand the hecavi-
est strain.

Coinpassion dwclils li flic heart af Christ, as
inexhaustable as the sunlight. Our tears ban g
heavier an that heart than the planets wvhiclh
His divine band hoids in thieir orbits; aur siglis
-ire mare audible ta Ilis car than the blasts af
to-day's wintry wind arc ta us. Whcn wc pray
aright, wc are rcaching up and takzing hold on
that compassion. The penitent publicanwa
laying lîold of it when lie cried out ai that
broken heurt, " Be merciful ta nie, a sinner!"
It is Ris sublime pity that listens ta aur prayers
and hears aur crics and grants us,.what wc want.
Therefore let us ca:îic boldly ta the throne af
grace and imiake aur ur-akniess, aur guiltiness,
auîd aur griefs, ta bc tlîeir o'vn picas to Him who
i- toucbced with the feeling of aur infirmnities.

One of the niast characteristie staries of Abra-
huin Lincalii is that a paar soldicr's wvife camie
ta the White Ilanse, wvitb lier infant in lier
arms, and aýskcd adlmission ta the President.
Slue camne ta bcg liiim ta grant a pardoni to lier
hiusband, -wli wvas unîder a military sentence.
" Be sure and take the baby up with yau," said
tbe Irkmh porter at the Wbite 1Iou-e: door. At
lengtli the woîiîaî flcsceîidcd the stairway,
wvcepin-gfor jay; and flic Irislîiniai exciairnecl.
"Ahi, muni, it %was flic baby that did it 1
Sa dath aur 'eais appeai ta the coinpassi-

onate heatrt af aur Redeemuer. Tiiere is lia mare
exquisitc dcscrip* ion o ai lii than in this touch

"licsl>ui fed hs flock like a shepherd; lic
shalh gather thcic lmmbsw~itl lus avis and carry
thîeinin lu]is bosomi :lIc %shall gentlv lead those
tîxat arc 3 otiig-. Sich i-s aur blessed zNIster*s
tenîder incrcy ta the' wcakz. I1, is tender becaîisc
it mever breaks the bruiscd reed or quenclies the
feeblest spark.

This -world ai our-s conta-ins, vastly mare ca
thîin-s than stroiigthimgs. Ilere aiid tliere tow-
crs a mnoultain pizie or staliwart oalz; but the
frail recds amd rushes arc inmîunicrablc. Evciî ii
tlîc Bible gallcry ai cliaracters biow fcwv are
strong; yca, nione but hiad saie wcukneýss.
Abraham's tangue, is once twvisted to a false-

hood ; the tcînper of Moses is not ailvays proof
against provocation; Elijali loses heart under
tlicjuiîipcr tree, and boastful Peter turns Pal.
troan under the taunts ai a servantniaid.*,

But everinore there waits and wvatches over us
thut infinite compassion that knaws what is ini
poor man, arnd rcmcniberetli that wve are but
lust. For aur Nvant-bookz lic bas an infinitely

larger supply.baok. The saine synipathising
Jesus whio, r-aiscd flic Jewishi naidlen from lier
bcd ai deatli, w~ho rescucï siiîking Peter, and
pitied ahungry multitude, aîîd wept witli the
sister-s af Bethany ere Hc ruised the dend
brothier ta lue, is living yct. Ris love, us aid
Ruthierford said, "bîath neitlier brimi nor bat-
taili." %

Thiis compassianate Jesus aught ta be living
also ii flic persans af those whom Hc makes Ris
represeiîtatives. "Bear yc anc aniother's bur-
dens and so ful "fil t he laiv of Chtrist.', Tîmat iaw
i, love. This law af Christian syiupathy wvarks
iii twa N-ays: it cither lielps aur- fcllowv-creutures
get rid ai their burdeiis, or if failimg in that, it
liclps tlîem ta carry the load marc 'lightly. We
that are strong ouglît ta bear the infirmities ai
the wveak, and nat ta picase aurseiveR. Here,
for exumipie, is a strong, rieli, well-iund
ehurch ; sorte af its meiubers are dying ai dig-
nity and others are lcbilitated wvitb indolence.
Yondcr is a feeble clîurch. iii numbers and in
mnny. Let the man who counts anc iii thie
strong churcli go where lie eau caumît teit ii tlîc
weak churcli. If tlic campassianate Christ -slould
conte iita saine ai aur eity eliui-c-hcs, 1 subspect
that Ilec wavuld aider mare tlîan anc ricli, wvell-
fcd nieîîb- Gif lus daiîiask cushian, anid seîîd
Iiiii ta wvark ii snie iîîissiaiî schoal or struggl.
ingr eiiterlirise.
.Wlîat <lacs the Lord niiakze somte ai Rlis ser-

vanlt-s ricli and strang for cN\cept tlîat tlîey niav
lciîd a helping biaud ta the wel ? 1 wish w-e

kmwthe naine Qi the Goad Surnaritan; w-e
niiglît clap the %vord "Saint" ta, lus narlie as
soomi as ta Saint Jolimi or Saint Aidrcw. 'When
lie fouiid tue blccdiiig Jew bv tic roadside, lic
did miot say " Yau foal!1 w-i did yaui cane on
this dlatigcrotis road alane anid unarîmed *" Hec
pick-s up tbe wvouided saiifcrer, anid w'hcn hie
reacies the khban lie slips the shillinîg iîîto the
innlzeeper's bands, ani whispers iii lus ear, «- If
tlau spcndcst more au Iinu, whun I caine this
%vay agaimi I wiIl rel)ay tlce."

TJiat early chum-ch vas satuiratei with the
spirit ai tlicir Lorzd. Thue fuifulled ilie -"Ian- af
ChIrist." The oiiiy geiialii suiccessors ai thase
apostlcs arc the ioad hifters. 'hue setoiid caiiin
of Chirist in thiese days iiiinst be iii flic persans Of
tibse- vvho bear the buirdceiis of the %weak, conde-
scend ta men ai lowv e-stute, anîd scck out and
save the lost. One gm-eut. imeed ai tic tînies is for
ricli people and ciilttur%( pcople ta understand
tlîcir duty and do it.; otherwi.se wvealtli anîd cul-
ture is a siiarc aiid a, curse. Jesus Christ cx-
ertec i 1s divine nîiglit aîîd infinite lave in bear-
iîig the lead ai muîiS sins anid sorrows. Ganse-
cratlan icamîs copymi tlîe compassionate Christ,
Povcr icnms dcbt-t te <lcbt wvc owe ta the poor,
thîr ici-bIe, Uic sick, the' iziîaruîît, the fallexu, tlîe
the guility axidl the peris1înig. ïMay God insýpire
uis, and 1;elp us ta puy that debt I
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