
part of a liberal education, and to know the best macns of imparting
the sanie to those Nvitli wlin they aire b)rouglit in contact. To ail such,
h)oth of tiiose who are here to attend t1je winter session, and those who
are present during tie earlier part of the year, we canal sai îost conEi-
dently that an attenclance at the regîîlar lectures of the winter cursnes,
or at the reguilèS outings of the simînner and autunît, whichi ilay be
said to, extend frontî tlîu lst May t he icsf of Novenîier, avili be tuine
most protitaUy .'upent, and !.is productive, in nîost tutse.s, of fur better
and higlier restits to those engaged n the work of teatching than the
same Lime devoted to the study of soine par>osy text book. la this
wvalç, too, liv opleiigý some hitherto unexplored pathway among
-Naturc2s choicest treasures, and by awakeiîing, in the iniid senie new
and hithierto unexpre-ssed desire for a further and broader acquaintance
with sonie of the more varied foraus of niatter, sucli a plan avili, it
is safe to say, teissi t kindie the higbler and nobUer part of our n-1tures
and enhance our caî)acities for enjoyey'ist tenfolci. True if. is LIait al
dispositions do Ixut iegard the study of the natural sciences Nvithi tiie
saint- feeling of deliit. Tu soiue thteret is, unforf.unatelv, no enjoyrneit
in the contemplationî of the beauty presented in the unfoiding rose, or
in the fiight of tie delicately tinted buftemily. To soiiie,.tise, the study
of tic fossils; emlicdded in Uic rock3 or the contemplation of the wonders
steu on vvery band, dues iot raise thei nind to, the consideration
of the grandeur and condescension of thatM te designer of the
univesu tmut bas f;tshiioned ail thing-,s with Zucli wondrous art,, and
created for nuauî's enjoyinent sucu woiidrotisly beautifflltig. But ini
so far- as tie tcachiig portion of our coznmiuity is concerned, I believe
there ;- ne way byv wlmicli those so exigaaged cain exercise so beneficent an
influence on those entrusted to thieir cure as by frequent short excur-
sions over the nieighboring fields; by tinfolding te thern the beauties of
zztructure dis1 îlayed in cvery opening flower, by sliowing tîte wondcrful
convolutions of tme mnany daiîîty sheils wlmich, thouigh more r-are than
the flower, can aise lie easilv obtained, the increased necessity for dloser
search, serving oftcn but to cmîlianmce the pleasure of the discovery.
What, for iiistairc, can bt: more interesting than to, study the habits of
some of our imîost commn insects, te watclî thme varions evolutiens of
our cominon ants, to note the gorgeoiis colors and graceful flight of soin


