
The club contribution to the exhibition last sunimoi' ;as not as
full an exhibit of' th-lo club wvork as 1 would have liked. Sovoral îîîem-
bers on whomi the coiinnîittee i'elied for assistance were absent frein the
city, andi tlieir collections were net available. Netw~itùt cacittdgi tIiis
drawbaek, the 51)Sco allotted te us wvas a great centre of attraction te
visitors. MUr. Pletceri's inagnificent collection of for-eigut butter6lies,
injurions inseets, and Ottawva butterfies, i'. Latcliford's cases of' sheîls,
Mr. G. R. XVhite's birds, IN-r. Bell's gr'eat minlerai (lispl)ly, along WviLlî
the botaiesi collections, made a display eof whici 'vo have every reason
te be proud.

Lt lias often occîîrred te nme wvlile observing the werking eof the
Club duringr the last three or four years, tlîat in .soîne respects it lias
becomie too niecinical for tlîe best results, net only as far as the effects
on our inieînbors is concerned, but foi' tbe cause wve ail have at Ileart.
the study and cultivation of a love for- iatural Iiistory. To confine
myscîf' te the section 1 kniow most about, that of botany. As yon are
aware, the Couincil at its first meetinîg after election appoints twvo or
three innibei's te ho leaders in ecdi deî>artment, wvîose du 'ties are te
arrangl(e excursions,, look afteî' the interest et' the branch, and mnake a
report at the end et' tlîe year eft' he wvork donc-duties whielî, as a ruIe,
are perforînec wvitlî inost cominendable zeal and efficiency. But thieugli
îîîost valuable resuilts have flowed fî'oi the system sinice its inauguration
eiglît years agro, I cannot but tlîink soine serions drawvbacks attend it,
tlîe pr'incipal being the tender1ey te weaken thi spontaneous work et'
the other ineînbeis. I think I see a disposition teŽ lean tee mnch on
thic leaders. At env excursions, for instance, many et' env yeuing bot-
anists who make collections are tee ready te get the whole wei'k et'
naming their specinlens done for thei by the leaders-a plan wilicl 1
need hardly say will neyer make them botanists. Tlîeîe is aIt the
difterence in the world between the knowvledge one bas et' a plant he
has got named by soîne une cIsc and one tlîat lielias ferreted eut for
hiniseif ; and it is only wvhen lie fails te find it eut tlîat lie shouild cal1I
on the leaders for assistance. Others carry this dependence still furtlier,
and do net colleet at ail, expecting that the leaders will have donc se,
and that they will get the name. et' tlie plants they have seen at the
close of' the onting; and the knowledge that this assistance can se


