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have ever distinguished their relations with
the mother countey, but we confidently repeat
that, if ever Canada should be lost to England,
this step of Sir Robert Peel will be found lo
have had the finst direct tendency to that end,
—Lef Lord John Russell therefore take heed
that he follov; not advisedly in tho wake of
his predecessor, for however it may be sought
hy the supporters of the admimstration of this
country, to induce a belief in England that
the people bow implicitly to the dictates of
the rulers of the Empire, the Canadians are
like all other portions of the human race, and
where they find their interests sought to be
sacrificed by those who chould most support
them, they will naturelly turn their attention
fo that quarter wiere they are most likely to
find their views fostered. Let the St Law-
rence be opened to the flags of other nations,
and this pressure upon the commercial vworld,
which now weighs like an incubus and
paralyses exertion, will be removed, and.in the
infusion of a healthicr tone, the spirit of dis-
content will have passed away (or ever,~nor
indeed isit unreasonable cither to expect o1 to
demand that such should he the case, for if an
enlarged apprehension in England has created
new demands, and obtained what has been the
cry for years, yet whot few decmed the Go-
vernment wounld ever grant—the free admis-
sion of grain into the ports of England,—there
can be no good reason why a nccessity, aris-
ing out of that very concession, and affecting
the welfare of an eniire and populous colony,
should not be met in the same spirit of
generosity and liberality.

it must not be understood, from the re-
marks we have offered, that although we con-
demn Sir Robert Peel’s measures in regard to
Free Trade, as being in the highest degree
selfish and of purcly domestic benefit, we
conceive that any serious injury will be done
to this conntry by their operation.—On the
contrary, it appears to us to be onc of those
unlooked for—fortnitous—measures which
sometimes, without thought, or design to of-
fect such an end, lead iresi-tibly and insensi-
bly to the consolidation of the power 2nd the
resources of a young people. scarcely before
conscious that the clements of such power or
such resources existed asaongz them. The
child has now, at the instigation of its mother,
as will be seen in our remarks on the great
Reil-road meeting, thrown off her leading
strings—and hereafter she mnst leam to walk
alone—at least in ail that relates to lier com-
mercial prosperity.

Since penning the above remarks we have
seen in the columns of the Economist, the
Report of the Board of Tvade—a docnent
drawn up with much care and ability, «nd one
we conceive most likely to weigh with the
British Government in the mode of commer-
cial policy intended to be pucsued in regard
to this country. There can be little doubt
“haty based upon the juet requirements con-
tained in the Report of this Committee, Lord
Johin Russelly whese policy is on a much mote
liberal and comprehensive seale thau that of
Sir Robert Peel, will do everything that is
necessary to remove the disadvantages under
which Canada now labors. The strongest
guarantec for this is, independently of the
stem manner in which his attention is drawn

to the necessities and the demands of the
Canadian merchants, the very liberal colonial
views he entertains as characterised jn the
following remarks made by him in his placein
the Iauce of Commons te—

I huow gome persons will ey that if thisplan
is proposed we are agan presung i upon our
colonal system=—that we are destroying thiat pro-
tection which onght to be iven o the colonges ;
and that we sholl be loowening their aflections
towarda the mother couniry [Hear ! hear '), But
Lown 1 consider that the tune is come when you
must adopt an altered and, as I thinl,, an -
proved policy. It was the habit of this eonmry,
and it lias been the habit of other conutrics, to
provude that they shoukd have a jealons monopoly
of the vommerce and the productions o’ the cn-
lonice, and that the colonists shoukd be oblized 1o
take eaclusively the produce and manufnctures of
the mother country. 1 believe no conntry was
ever more rigid and exelnsive in this system than
Spamm. Spam had o vast coloninl empire, and
yet ot the end of two centunics and a hall’ after
she had aequired that emimre, we find Sir Robent
Walpole stating ta this hoyes, upon the question
of the Spapich trade and the Spani<h aalleons
from Soutlt America and the Spauesi West ln-
dics, that the meater part of the goods so intro-
dueed into Europe belonged, not to the Spa-
viards, but to foreizn countres [Hear! hear!'),
Snch was the resalt of the rigud and exclusive
systene=n evstem wrthont the energy and spint
of frewlom of commercial emerprize. My belief
ig, that it they have that epirit, your colontsr= will
wain, uind not soffer, by this great chanze in yonr
policy [cheer<). I balisve that the enluvation of
sugar vl witl be improved ta a great extent
when the colouist= Snow that they mnst compere
in the wmarkets of the mother connuy with the
productions of other conutrics [cheers]e Thelieve
they vill derive fee-h energy from being aflowed
to seek witere they hike for the cheapest produets
of other countrics of the «lobe ; and recollect,
sir, that they do not part with thas xeat advan-
tage, that in this country we shounld neither
mpose diffinential dniies as against our colonies,
nor wonld «ie colonists ipose dilferential dnties
as agminat ws. It will theiciore be a commerce
seeme jn war as well as in peace, a commerce
not exposed to the danzer of conflevng tariiz,
Imt o solely rewnlated for the benefit of both
[cheers).  Our colonies derive, T think, a areat
advantage in being connected with this cotntry.
‘They have the advantage of all the slall and ac-
cumulated capital of Uns country ; aml this em-
pire kas au immense advantage inthe loyalty, the
power, and the acdstauce of the colotwes. Dt
these rolanies 1ans hiereaficr not exist upon the
limited 2l restucied sysien of fonmer days.
That linated and restiicted system mnst now b
acknowledaed to bhe erroncons. Other principles
mmst prevasl 1 believe that both the mother
country and the colonics vill iloarich all tire more
for the aho! von of usrless restiictions 3 and after
some periad of mnrawiring—perhnps so1.ae pacsing
cloud of disconteni—we shall acknewledze, Loth
i this conanry and an the magmficont .ossesstons
which Yelong to ug, that we have hitherto been
wistalken in following that policy ; that em afe
feetions will be all the warmer when uzither is
sulyected to grievinces by feviers nnposed by the
other [Hear']; when the colonies are neither
oblized 1o submit to resticctions for some suaposed
benetit to the mother conntry, tor the wother
conniry depived of the benefit of scie of the
clirnpest productions of the stobe for the soke of
some colutind inierest wlneh is 1o be favonied by
an eyroneous policy. Sir, the colovial empre of
this counny is an empive of which w1y stateeman
may qestly be proud, and to which the goojle
justly atsach the highest value. 1 tust when
this better eystem hias heen adopted we shall sec
those colonies increase and flonrsh, that we shall
be proud of them, as our cications, enjoymg the
fiberty which we have given them, awd that both
witl flanrish m unton for niany lonz years to come
feheers). T shall now propose to vou a resolation
for the contirnance of the present dnties, and lay
wpon the table the vesoliton of which 1 have
atated the nature. 1 tiast hoth these resolutions
will hereafier be adopted ; if these resolutions
sliall hereafier be adopied by Parhament, I thiak
the present Manistry, howernr short be their ex-
istence, will 1ot lave adnunistered their trast
withont some national advantage.  The noble
Lord concluded by laying the resolutions upon
the table.”

BOARD OF WORKS.

We copy from the last number of the
Economist, some remarks on the conduct of
thig department,—seemingly fated never to
sive satisfaction to the public,—which the
Fxeentive will o well to peruse and act
upon.  The sums of money that have been
«quandered by ull branches of the Board
are truly cnormous, and well calculated to
arouse the indignation of the people on
whom the burden must eventually fall, wn-
less, indeed, as we have elsewhere suggest-
ed, the British Government should remit
the loan, and, in the same spirit that gave
freedom 1o the slaves of our West India
[slands, place Canada in a position to
“ plume the eagle wing,” and take her
flicht among the children of emancipation.

The conduct of the Goverument in regard
to the Board of Works is, it must be con-
fessed, most extraordinary—so much so in-
deed, that there are thoso who serionsly
believe that they have not been altogether
wiihout knowledge of, if not absolute parti-
cipation in, the abuses that have every-
where been fonnd to exist in connexion with
it. It was welt known to the public, both
from the charges brought forward in Parlia-
ment and the statements which filled the
publs * journals, and even formed the com-
mon topic of conversation, that heavy defal-
cations, whether arising from peculation or
mismanagement, had taken place in a de-
partment ever notorionsly sold to the highest
job bidders; and yet, so far from the Chair-
man being punished by dismissal, as the
public voice required, we find him, althongh
semoved from a position which he is ad-
mitted by themselves either uuworthy or
incornpetent 1o fill, nlaced in the receipt of
a pension of a thousand a-year. Govern-
ment cannot be surprised that, after sucha
course has been pursued by thewwselves,
the public should put their own construction
on the causes of that extreme delicacy
vhich would, and ¢t an enornmous salary,
rotain a public officer whose conduct has
(and we say this adeisedly) been denoune-
cd by themselves, when, at the same time,
Jdioce against whom there is no complaint,
and in whose favor is cnlisted the public
sympathy which ought to commnand some
attention and respect, ave, after years of
honorable service turned out of cmnploy-
ment with some trifling grataity—a gratuity
0 small, iudeed, as to make it almost a
matter of insult to offer it.  But it is absurd
either to suppose or to expect that these
abuses can exist .nuch longer.

The following arc the remarks of tho
Econernist :~—

¢ At a moment like the present, when the
Taws which have so long regulated onr com-
merce are in process of being chanzed, and
when a consequence of this change is a se-
rious fear that our trade may be diverted trom
its usnal channels by the sagr ity and fore-
thought of our necighhours—ax such a time,
we say, it is the duty of cvery manto do
his best for the cominon causc, and to assist
to his utmost in averting what for the in-
habitants of ihis Province would be a great
calamity. And if this is the duty of the

ordinary citizen, it becomes much nore so
that of the Minister of the Crown, If this




