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FAIENCE AND ITS MANUFACTURE, No. 1.

NOTES ON PAIENCE AND ITS MANiUFACTUREL

The word Ilfaiience " i now generally used to designate that
class of eartbenivare which, consisting of an interior body of
white or colored clay, is externally covered with an opaque enamel,
the base of which is formed of oxide of Iead and tin. The art of
enanieling was introduced into Europe by the Araba in the eightli
century, subsequent to the invasion and subjugation of Spain.
While enamel wns at tirst used only to decorate pottery ; it was
gr'adually applied as an irnpernaeable covering to replace the old
primitive glaziug. Froni S pain this art soon tèuu d its way into
italy, wbere gooils enaineled in this manner were called "émajo.
lica," fromn the island frorn whichi the first goods of this character
hiad been inported. The largest majolica works in ltaly were
situated at Faenza, R amali ci ty near the river Po. A potter emi-
ployed in that town, toward the end of the tbirteenth century
emigrated to France, and founded there the first majolica works,

at .Nevers. Froni the maker's native place these goods received
in France the naine ' faience," whichi has since been universally
ado pted.

TM faience industry soon becarne very important throughout
France ; this was especially due to, varions improve'd processes
and apparatusi invented by Bernard Palissy, of Saintes. The

oods produced by bum at the latter place were highly esteemed
f rtheir artistic merits, and are even to-day eagerly sought for

by anti quarians. In Italy the ornamients were generally formed
by han<i, whule Paliaay used moulds of plaster of paris and Wood
for that purpose. In dais way lie was euabled to furnish an un-
Iimited nuinber of copies of the same design at a lower pmie than
bis opponents, and ho sooqz controlled the entire aret. Hia
eminent success induced King François 1. to establisii a faience
factory at Rouen, and it was at that place that this brandi of
iudustry subseqniently attained its highest development. Nicholas
Poirel and one Poterat were the finit private persons to which

royal letters of permission were qranted to engage in faiend011,
in 1644 and 1673 respective]y ; in course of tiine that favor WU
conferred nu on xnany others, and in the eighteenth centurY
thousands of men and women were employed in the nunlero
workshops of that place. Rouen ware was very beavy but tO5te'
fui, blue being the predominating color, and employed il'e
shades. Few other colora were used.

From, France faience was gradually introduced into Ge11atil
and England. Nuremberg potters were especially renowned for
their productions, and for nearly a century the faience of llirscli
vogel and his sons, the principal manufacturers of that city,eo~"
exported to foreign countries alI over the world. In Englalidi
Wedgwood, by bis many improvements, bis skill and energl,
elevated the faience industry to the rank of one of the 0106Î
factors of Engliali weuilth. f 0In commerce there nre distinguished two classes ofi
principally, the Ilcommon " and the "fine." Common faieDoe
is again d.ividcd into the "'brown" aud the "white."
maki9ýg brown faience the following mixture is generally used

Clay.................................. 30 parts-
(ireen marl ........................... 36"
Whbite calcareous mari ................... 12"
Sand or quartz, containing a little clay..22 dé

100
White faience is composed as follows:

Clay................................... 8 parts-
Green marI ........................... 38 dé
White calcareous marl ................... 28 "é

Impure (aluminous) sand ................. 28

100
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