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to two causes, the genorai improvemen' in business and tho
scarcity of teachers.

A few years ago we liad in this district many more teachor8
than sehools. This is no longer the case, and the change
is largely due te the faithfulnoss with which oui- Board of
Examiners carry out the ILaw with respect to the granting
of Teachers' Piplomas. They require the candidates to bc
ftilly eighteen years of age, and wvi11 fot examine them
even if they lack but a few days of the requîred age. They
are equally exacting upon other points, and the rosult is
that they exelude very many w'~ho would formerly have been
admitted.

This reduces the number of teachors, and, as a ci'nsequence,
has increased their wages. In accordance with the re':-ommenda-
tion contained in yoir circular of the l5th of iNovember last, I
have macle a brief ]Report o? the condition of the schools in their
municip.f1ity to the School Commissioners, at each visit, in a IRe-
gister kept at the office. In this way I can point out, confiden-
tially, to the Sehool Commissioners the relattive merits of the sevéral
teachers employcd by thcm, and can, throu gh t heir co-opejation,
siecure the employment of the most capa.,ble and deserving in the
best schools, and secure the exclusion of those wvho are unfit for
the work. These IRegisters furnish a very convenient medium
o? communication for giving hints to Sehool Commissioners
on varions matters connected with the management of the
schools.

1 wilI now procecd to give a short sketch o? the condition o?
the schools in the several. municipalities.

CO-JNTV 0F SHZFFORD.

Shefford.-This municipality has 16 Protestant Etementary
School, and a Model School;- one of the IElementary Schools has
not been in operation during the year, owing to the fewness o?
the scholars. These sehools have been doing fair work. I should
instance, as the -best, Nos. 1, 6,7, 17, and 24 of the Winter Sehools,
and Nos. 4, 5, 7, 12, 13, 15, 17, and 24 of the Stimner Sohools.
Teachers have niot been required to board around (except in two
or three of the poorer districts), and the change is a manifest
improvement. I have called the attention of the School Commis-
sioners to the state of the suhool-house, lu No. 22, whioh is lu a
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