
EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS. 1

about changes wvhiclh inake things assume a niew look. Indeed,
thus early in the year, thiwe is every chance of watching the
effects of a change of policy, before the ail but necessary routine
of reviewiing or special ineinorizingr for the exarniniation steps ini
as an interference. In connection withi this examination wve
wvouhd draw the attention of ouir teachers to the explanatory
circulars sent to thein indicating the sc0l)e of the wvork for the
coxnlng year; yet the fact that we do so should leafi no one to
think that an exanîînation, sucli as the pupils of our schools
have to, pass is more important, than the manniiier iii which the
pupils are to be preI)ared for it.

-The letter which appears elsewliere, froni D)r. Stevens, of
Dunham, is one wvhichi can hardly fail to interest those of lis
who are intereste(l in meeting the necessities of the case in the
Province of Quebec. Even if it oiy provokes discussion, its
publication need in no way be regretted. And yet one would
hiave wiShie( the wvriter hiad takenï more pains to forinuilate la
reniedy for the state of affiairs lie refers to. No one dJoubt-s
that the course of study does press hieavily on soine of the child-
ren attending our sehools; yet the responsibility of sucli over-
pressure is snrely not to be referreci to the course of study alone,
whichi, as Dr. Stevens hiniself inust confess, lias been framied for
the purpose of giving our chlidren an ail-rounid school. education.
To solve the problemi iii the abstract, Dr. Stevens has to, face
the proposition :-iow shalh the interests of the few be consid-
ered ini regulating a systemi for the niany ; and to, solve the
probleni in the concr-ete for us, lie inust settle down to showv
wvhich of the snbJects in the course of study onglit to, le elimii-
nated iii order that it may incet the requirements of every pupil.
The very fact that lie suggests the intensifying of the classical
studies indicates the difficulty of co-ordinating the opinions of
parents iii regard to the sub ~ects wvhicli their cildren sliould
study, inasnucli as wliere Dr. Stevens would wishi for more the

avrge parent wonld wishi for less, and vice vcrsâ. The case
seemns to be fairly state(l wheni our correspondent says: - lIn the
case of the curriculum under consideration the bill of fare laid
before one child sceens to have been spread before ail ahike,
regar(lless of differences of physical or mnetaphysical. qualifia-
tions." Yet sucli a statemient, s mnisleading, if it be not eveni
altogrether a iiis-statement. The arranging of a course of stndy
for the schiools of the Province of Qnebec lias not been the work
of a iiiglit, but lias actually grown ont of our special educational
circunmstances, and is stili growving, as is to be seen from the
changes wvhicli are beiin, Mnade iii it froin year to year. The
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