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The Edmonton-Yukon Route.

A. C. Waters, of the Alaska Trading &
Mining Co., wrote us from Edmonton, Alber-
ta, MaV 26, as follows :" Next week the
machinery & fittings for our large screw pro-
poiler that will ruit fromn Ft. Smith to Peel
River will leave Athabasca Landing, toge-
ther with another flat boat on which 1 arn
taking 6 large draft horses & 3 waggons &
200 bushels of oats. These teamis will be
used at the Portage at Smiith's Landing, i6
miles. The houil of this boat is completed, &
as soon as the machinery is placed on it on
the otiier side of Srith's Landing, & the cabin
placed on it, we will be readv. I his w~ill not
leav'e Ft. Smith until Julie 25, on account of
the ice on Great Slave Lake, which goes out
frorn about June j i to 25. The boat will ho
ready to start on schedule time, & several
days before.

" Ve have completed at Athabasca Land-
ilIg a 40-ft. screw-wvheel boat that will remain
there uintil june jo, to take any passengors &
tow any freight that goos down & is ready at
that date. This boat makos connections with
the large boat at Ft. Smith. Passengers will
be taken to Grand Rapids, towed in a 4 5 -ft. flat
boat the same as the Hudsons Bay Co. uses.
Our guide here takes this flat bottom boat
through the Rapids from Grand Rapids to Ft.
Mý'cMurray, white the 4o-ft. screw-wlîeel steam-
er is lined dowvn light. At McMurrav this steam-
er tows the boat to Smith's Landing, rnaking
connections with the large boat. This 4 o-ft.
boat is taken across the portage, where we
have trucks & horses. This boat will attend
to the towing during the busy tine, & when
the big hoat returns withi any passengers
from Peel River will take the same on this
side & tow them back to NMcMurray. Froîn
McMurrav to Grand Rapids passengers are
tracked to Grand Rapids, 87 miles; this is the
woak point iin this route, but it is by no ntoans
anu unlpleasant trip hen in experienced hands.

" Ve have just sent to Athabasca Landing
the inachinery for a 50o h. fiat-bottomi, paddle-
wheel boat. This wiIl be built inside Of 30
days, & will run to Grand Rapids, where fiat
boats will ho taken to McMurrav, & thon the
steamer to Smith's Landing, naking connec-
tion again with the large boat. This may
seem complicated, but it is the way I manage
it to get the boats in their places & at the
sanie time miake money.

" After this 5o ft. paddle-wheel steamer is
comipleted & makes a trip, I will place it on
the run from McMurray to Smith's Landing,
& shal huild another small 5o ft. boat of the
same kind to use on the run from Athabasca
I.anding to Grand Rapids, white the 40 ft.
screw boat will be placed on Great Slave Lake
permanently for towing purposes.

" The run from Grand Rapids to McMurray
wviIl probably always have to be made with 40
ft. fiat boats, & to avoid changing cargo so
often, it is better for the passengers to get in
themn at the Landing & ho towed down to the
Rapids, & thon ruti through to AlcMurray,
where tliey can take the steamer.

1'Y'ou cati roly on it, I can get passengers
& freight througli to Peel River & iin good
time. I have over 20 at the Landing wvho will
go down withi us next week. 1 brought the
machinery & fittings coniplete for 3 boats
fi-oui the U.S., beds, pilot wvheels, &c., & have
the saine, over 16 tons, now at Athabasca
Landing.

" The run from Athabasca Landing to
Grand Rapids, 167 miles, is good. smooth
sailing. The smiall Peican Rapids, which
do not amount to much, are in this run.
Fromi Grand Rapids to McMutrray there is one
rapid afler another, which necessitates a
guide. Fromi McMurray to Smith's Landing,
287 miles, is good water, perfectly safe. There
are two ways of inaking the Sinith's Rapids,
by making several short portages or by going
over thc 16 miles. Froni Smiithi's Landing

down is good water navigation. Great Slave
Lake gets very rough at limes, & is as bad as
any other large lake. The side of the lake is
rockv for a coîtsiderable part of the distance.
There is a stretch Of 3o miles, where a boat
has to run before one finds a place to get into
should a stormn corne up.

" Froîn Edmnontont to Athabasca Landing,
98 miles overland, freighters have been charg-
ing ic. a lb. There are plenty of freighters,
& now they are hauling for 75C. per 100

lbs."
If readers will refor to the map of the routes

to the Yukon gold fields published with the
March issue of THE RAILWAY & SHIPPING
WORLD they will find it useful iin connection
with the above article.

Carlboo-Omnenica Chartered Co.

At the recent session of the B. C, Legisia-
turc F. Owenî, V. J. Stokes, R. G. Newman,
Lord Henry Fitzgerald, R. P. Sellon, C. V.
PaulI, H. Walters & G. Whitehead, ail of
London, Eîîg., were iîîcorporated as the Cari-
boo-Ornenica Chartered Co. The Co. con-
tracts to oxecute works of improvement ne-
cessary 10 render navigation possible, & to
establish & inaintain during the season of
1898, i899 & 1900. regular steamboat com-
mnunicat ion bot ween Quesnellemouîh, Cariboo
district, & North Tacla Lake, Omenica dis-
trict, via the Fraser River, the Lower Nechaco
River, the Stuart River, the Thatcher River
& lake, & tlic Middle River; the means of
commuînication enîploved to ho fit & proper
for the safo navigation of the waters 10 ho
traversed & to lirovide suitable accommoda-
tion for the carniage of freiglît & passengers;
& the contractors undertake, as common car-
riers, the carniage of passengers & freight
botwveeui the points nientioned.

The contractors also agree 10 engage,
equip, trantsport & ntaintaiut during the work-
ing portions of' 1898, 1899 & 1900o, correspond-
îîtg as uearly as may 1)0 with the season of
navigationi, an exploring party for the ex-
ploration of the Ornenic;i, Cassiar & Cariboo
districts, to contiutuouslv & efficiently explore
in one or ahl of these districts during the whole
of the seasons.

The contractors also contract to examine
& explore the uîorth fork of the Fraser River,
lying between Fort George & the Giscouîtb
potage, & ascertain the extent ho which such
portion of the river is navigable, & s0 soon
as unay ho possible after such fact is ascer-
tained; to establish steamiboat communica-
tion between the said points, & 10 mainhain
such comnmunication regularly duriuîg the sea-
sons 1898, î899 & 1900, vhich shah iot have
elapsed at the lime stîcl fitness for navigation
shaîl have been ascertained.

In return for these privileges the govern-
ment agrees bo allow lte Co. to purchase 6
tracts of land iii the districts narned, each
tract to consist of not more than 64o acres, &
the ight of passage along waterways & high-
ways traversed by the Co.

B.C. Freight and Shipplng Report.

R. P. Rithel & Co., Victoria, B.C., say under
date Of MaY 3 1: The activity îîoted in our last
crcular bas îlot been nîaiîîtained. Iîîdeed,
practicallynothing bas been done iii chartering
froin Sanî Francisco, & aiiy fixhures reported
have beeîî for the Columîbia River & Puget
Sound. Spot rates are high, but as low as
31s- 3d. has been done front Tacomîa to Port-
land at charterers option, Sept.-Oct. loading.
Lunher tonnage continues scarce. Thus for
many destinations freights are more or less
nîominal, but the tendeuîcy of the market is to-
wards greater ease, & ini some inîstances qtuite
substaîîtial reducti<îns have been muade on the
quotations prev-iotuslv, curroîît. Business s
also more limitcd iin scope, which accounts
for the snaller list of charters annexed.

OCEAN, LAKE & RIVER.

British Columbia & the Yukon.

The B.C. Iron Works Co. has built a steami-
boat, the Marquis of Dufferin, for the British
America corporation.

AIl the leading transportation companies of
Vancouver, San Francisco & Seattle have
agreed to inake the rate to Dawson via St.
Michael's $300 first-class & $250 second.

The Bennett Lake & Klondike Navigation
Co., headquarters at Victoria, B. C., annouinces
that 3 swift steamers will shortly be rurining
fromn the head of Lake Bennett toDbawson Citv.

The Stikiine River steamer Skagit Chief ran
against a rock recently, and had lier escape
pipe blowni off. AlI the live stock in her hold
were killed by being scalded to death. The
vessel suffered other injuries.

Two barges, one 100 ft. long, the other
smaller, built for the British-Amnerican Cor-
p)orationi, were lauinched at Vancouver June
4. The sinaller one will ho îlaced inside the
larger for towing 10 St. Michaeîs. They are
to ho used on the Yukon.

The Klondike, Yukon & Stewart River
Pioneers' stern-wheel steamer James Domi-
ville, built at Vancover, was launched early iin
J une, & is now on her way to St. Michaels in
tow of the S. S. Manauense. She will run on
the Yukon & tributary streams.

The C.P.R. Co..'s stern-wheeler steamer
Yukon is making splendid limne on the Stikine.
On June i she left Wrangel at 1.30 a.m., with
her usual load of passongers & freight. She
discharged at Glenora, reloaded & got back
to Wrangel at 9. 20 P. 11. the next day, naking
her time for the round trip Iess than 44 hours.

The Casca Trading & Transportation Co.
lias beein incorporated under the B.C. Coin-
panies Act, with a captal of $ îoo,ooo, & head-
quarters at Glenora. Aînongst its objeets are
the carrying on of business as wvharfinger, for-
wardîng & shipping agent, also as carrier by
land & water, underwriter & insurer of'ships.

The C. P. R. stern-wheel steamer Tyrreil was
launched in Vancouver June 6. Her steel huli
& machinery were built in Toronto by the
Poison Engine Works. (Sec our April issue,
pg. 5o). The C.P.R.'s other 2 stern-wheel
steamers, of which the steel huilîs werc also
built in Toronto, are now being put together
at Vancouver.

On May 17 the Passenger Departmient of
the C. P. R. issued the following circular : The
Stikinie River is open for navigation & the
C. P.R. Steamer Hiamliin hasjust returned to
Wrangel, having made the round trip between
Wrangel & Glenora in 3 '2 days. It is ex-
pected the trip, will soon ho made regularly iin
Iess tinie. It is stated that a number (if con-
tractors are putting teams on the Glenora-Tes-
lin trail.

The supplemientary Dominion estirnates pro-
vide $14,000 for Stikiine River exaînination,
&c., & Chief Enigineer Anderson, of the
Marine Department, left Vancouver at the end
of Aprîl for the north coast, after arranging
for a new light at Garry Point, at the mouth
of the Fraser. He went to Wrangel on the
Q uadra. intending on the way to inispect the
coast & arrange for its proper buoying &
lighting.

At Vancouver, May 20, Comnîissioner Chip-
mani, of the Hudson 's Bay Co., christenied the
Co. 's 2nd north coast river steamer, Strath-
cona, when she had lier trial trip on Burrard
Inlet, with the Conîmiiissioner & an influential
party on board. The Strathcona was char-
tered by the Oceani Navigation Co. for the
transportation of the Yukon for-ce oit the,
Stikine River froni Wrangel to Gletiora. Cap-
tain Odin(commlandls her.

At the end of May the Canadiati Develop-
ment Cos. stern-wheel steamer Victorian,

los


