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SURSUM CORDA.

BY 1OHN MACLROD, DD,

¢ Laft up your hearts:” I hear the summons peal

ing

Forth from the golden Altar where He stands ;

Our great High Priest, the Father's love reveal-
ing,

la priestly act, with pleading, outspread hands,

¢* Lift up your hearts:” with hearts to heaven
soaring,
I hear the Church shout forth her glad reply ,
‘ We lilt them up unto the Lord adoring,
Our Ged and Thine, through Thee, we glorify.”

“* Lilt up your hearts.” Alas, O Lord, I cannot
Lift up aright my burdened heart to Thee.

Thou knowest, L.otd, the care that presses on it,
The chains that bind it, strugeling to be free.s

O Love divine ! Thy promise comes to cheer mne ;
O Voice of Pity ! blessing and thrice blest,
¢ Come unto Me, ye laden hearts and weary,
Take up 'My yoke, trust Me, I pledge ynu
rest.’

1 dare not waver, by such grace invited,
I yield to Thee my heart, I close the strife,
Lift Thou my heart uatil, with Thine united,
I taste anew the'joy of endless life.

—Good Words.

WE SHALL REAP AS WE SuW.

While the new days come and the old days go.
\What words and deeds shall our records show ?
What worthy aims have been nobly sought ?
What wotks of love have our efforts wrought ?

\What darkened souls have we shown the light ?
\What wandering feet have we guided sight ;
\\Vhat broken hearts have we bound and healed ¢
What sacred truths have our lives revealed ?

\What seeds of good have been daily cast

To whiten the harvest fields at last ?

We shall find oar own, we shall reap as we sow,
\Vhile the new days come and the old days go.

—Seletted,

THE LORD'S DAY.

[Tbe following pen .and ink sketch of
one so well known and loved in Canada as
1s the Rev. Dr. Gibson, and of his teaching
oo a subject at the present time claiming sov
much atiention amoogst us, will be welcome
to all our readers. It appears in the Pres-
byterian of London, England, and is one of
a series of “DPulpit Sketches,” by ‘A
Wandering Worshipper,”—EDITOR ]

Shower znd sunshinez, sunshine and
shower, alternately prevailed as I made my
way to the Presbyterian Church, St. John's
Wood, Loudon, on Sunday morning last.
But inside this large and somewkat old-
fashioned edifice all was sunshine without a
clound. Ifound a big congregation, bright
slnging, a sunay service, and a particularly
bright and stirring sermon. Dr. Monro
Gibson is koown to most Presbyterians as
minister of probably the greatest, wealthiest,
and most attached congregation in the Eog-
lish Presbyterian Church. His genial but
somewhat portly presence is also pretty
familiar on public platforms and in pulpits
throughoat the length and breadth of the
land. But, on the whole, Ithink he is seen
at his best when speaking in his own ckurch
face to face with his own devoted flock
‘There he is thoroughly at home, and all the
vivacity, latent drollery, lambent humour,
incisive rhetoric, and flashes of genuine

-poetic fire which so characterise hiz, come
freely and most naturaily into play. Light,
life, love are words which I found myself
almost uoconsciously assoclating with Dr.,
Gibsop, as I listened so appreciatively on
Sunday morning to his voice, both in read-
ing the Scriptures, in offerlog prayer, and
in the delivery of bis sermon. Dr. Gibsoa
has full share of that “touch of nature”
which ‘‘makes the whole world kin,” and
there isa warmth, a tenderness, a loving
kindness, lit by the love of God about the
man which irresistibly stir and stimulate the
hearts oi the congregation, and effectually
prepare the soil. for the reception of many a
thought that breathes and many a word that
burns when bhe launches into his sermon.
Now and again, too, he strikes a note of
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truest pathos, and in a tone of voice which
has a singular knack of thrilllng the mind
and taking its root in the inner soul. There
Is the spirit of an old Covenanter in the elo-
quent mioister of St. John’s Wood, but this
does not mean that Dr. Glbson is it any
way mentally cornered {p the past. Oa the
contrary, in his own pulpit, as well as on
outslde platforms, he is noted for the broad
and liberal outlook which he malatans on
all the problems of the day,and his pre.
eminent position has recently been acknow-
ledged by his election to the presidency of
the council of the Free Churches.

What 1 am here concerned with, how-
ever, Is the impression his preaching made
or the mind of “A Wandering Wor-
shipper” on Sunday last. 1 was fortunate
in this, that I heard the doctor deliver what
may be called a ‘*speclal” sermon on
Lord's Day observance, It was a subject
which called forth the preacher’s best and
tubtlest qualities. 1 had occasion to note
that the Doctor is 2a man who loves theology
much but the simple Gospel of Christ more,
who lives and moves and has his being in
that brighter Puritanism which neither
seeks nor finds gloom in religion, but rest
rather, with refreshment, inspiration, hope,
and a joyous outlook on *f the wide horizon,
the glorlous scenery, the living waters, and
the green pastures of the great Kingdom of
God.” I found also a man who had a wise
andstatesman-hike grip of thisquestionof the
Lord’s Dgy; one who saw its primary mean.
ing and sigaificance as a God-given day of
rest, and in that respect the natural. birth-
right and inheritance of every son of man.
Dr. Gibson does not forget that the first ser-
mon of our Lord in the little Synagogue at
Nazareth contained “ the Gospel of Gospels
for the poor,” and hisown sermon was an
eloquent and luminous defence of the sacred
principle of Lord’s Day rest (in its broader
light, of one day's rest in seven for every
wotker), delivered most of all, as it appear-
ed to me, in the Interests of the many toilers
of our day from whom this birthright bhas
been unrighteously filchad.

Dr. Gibsun’s text was Luke iv. 16:
¢ Aod He came to Nazareth, where He had
been brought up : sad as His custom was,
He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath
day, and stood up for to read.” ‘As His
custom was "'—that was the motto of the
sermon, and Dr. Gibson began by remarking
that be had been specially requested to
speak on the observance of the Lord’s Day.
On a previous occaslon he had attempted to
set forth onr Lord's teaching on that sub.
ject ; that morning he would give special
prominence to His example. Jesus main.
talned the habit of observing the Sabbath
and attending the synagogue. The latter
must needs bave been a great trlal. His
whole gature must have revolted against the
silly, orthodox observances of His day.
There were thirty-uine articles defining these
observances, and the articles, frivolous
enough in themselves, and dealing with such
petty matters as .whether it w < lawful or
a0t to tie or untie koots on the Savvath day,
were repdered still more ridiculous by the
current Rabbinical teachings and explana.-
tions given in connection with them., Vet
Jesus, recognizing the Eternal law which
prescribed one day's rest in seven, observed
with all His heart the Sabbath day as God'’s
gift to man for the refreshment of his body
and his cpirit, He attended the synagogue,
and He did his duties in it, even though
the *“reading” He neard was probably ¢ as
poor amongst them as amongst us,” andthe
Rabblnical explanations were well nigh in.
tclevable, What a rebuke to maany fastidi-
ous people in this day of ours! The ex-
ample of Jesus teaches the high value we
shonld set on thé day ofrest and the oppor-
tunities it gives of Divine worship.

Some say that Jesus was always on the
fiberal side regarding Sabbath questions.
That was quite true. But what was the
broad and liberal side? Was it to tara the
Sabbath into a day of amusemen:?
Not one whit. Was it only for the
Jews? No; for He taught *the Sabbath

was made for man,” The trouble Hetook
to reform it proves that He regarded it as a
permanent institution.

Oae had very little patience with the
view that the Sabbath is abolished because
it Is not kept on the seventh day. That was
the true Rabbinical spirit. The gift of God
was one day's rest in seven, and it matter-
¢d not which day it was. But it seemed
peculiar, and was a subject for regret that
ihe beautlful name * Sabbath" had been
discarded in England for the heathen name
“Sunday.” On the other hand, it seemed a
natural development of the spirlt that the
seventh day should give place to the first
day of the week, and that this should be
kept In memury of the Lord's Resurrection.
The Sabbath should not be regarded asa
day of vexatious restrictions. It wasrcota
case of giving up one day to God ; it was the
loving gift from God to man of one day's
rest in seven. ** Six-days shalt thou labor *
was the order in the Fourth Commandment.
“If you are not bound to do it for daily
bread, then you must do it for something
else.” Six days shalt thou labor., But,
blessed be God, on the seventh day man
was set free! This.was speclally intended
as a boon to the toiler. Oa the seventh day
an opportunity was given of weaving into
the dull web of his earthly life the glowing
colors of heaven. The sacredness of the
day was distinctly safe-guarded. In large
cities thers could not be an absoclute cessa-
tion of ail kinds of work on the Lord's Day,
but these should be so carried out as to de-
prive no man of one day’s rest in seven.
The work also shounld be minimised,

both in our households and in the
demands which were made on public
servants, It London could do withouta

postal service on Sunday could not the
.country do so also? Then as to travelling
facilities. Was it necessary to compass
London at all parts and at all times on the
Sabbath day? Were these facilities mini-
-mised as they ought to be? Was not the
tendency always to the breaking down of
limitations? At any rate, the work involved
should be so restricted as to be a burden to
none, even ifit meant lower dividendsor a
higker passenger fare. But rest was not all,

Our Lord taught that the Sabbath was

** made for man" as a day for refreshmeat—
a day that would open up to us a new world,
the wide realm of the unseen and the eternal.
Not that the gate of heaven was ever shut,
but in days of toil it was only brict glimpses
we got of it. On the seventh day we put
aside cur worldy work to lle down in the
green pastures and beside the still waters
to which the Good Shepherd was always
willing to lead. One touch of faith, and the
palace of the King with all its treasures was
‘disclosed. Alas! that so many should miss
it, that so many ears should be totally deaf
to the music of heaven, See how eager our
Lord was. It would probably have been
much more genial te His buman spirit to
haveleftthe quibblings of the synagogue, and
<climbed the quiet hill, there to hold com-
munion with God ; but instead of that He
oined the little band of worshippers. He
read the texts, He preached His Gospels
of Gospels for the poor, a Gospel that had
to do with the life that now is and the life
that is to come., Daily bread, decent
houses wholesome recreations, opportunities
for culiure were all parts of the Gospel for
the poor ; butl in addition to these let no
one keep from them the Gospe!l of the Eter-
val. Do not give them on Sunday a stale
repetition of all the doings snd thoughts of
the week. Let their eyes be opened to see
the light'ot the Lord—the light that never
was on sea or shore; let thelr ears be open-
ed to the music of the glory of God !

In a closing passage of singular beauty
and eloquence Dr. Gibson drew a picture of
a Parisian Sonday in contrast with one pre-
sented by a group of Sabbath worshippers
on & Scottish hillside, and asked his hearers
to *look on this picture, and on that.”
Altogether a great sermon, finely conceived,
beautifally expressed, and delivered with
rare force and pathos.

IMAY 27th, 186,

BE TEACHABLE.

Teachableness is oneof the first chy,.
acteristics of honesty, There Is no religloy
honesty that is not adorned by the spiritof
docility. It you are self-trustful, If you wilk
by your own lights, if you contend, ery
sllently and passively, that it lies within g,
compass of your power to find out evey.
thing for yourself, then you are not a schoyy
in the schoo! of Ohrist ; you are stubbor,
you are dogmatical, and, as such, you¢,
prive yoursell of all the gifts of Proyy.
ence.

How few people are teachable | So magp
of us go to the Bible and find proofs o
what we alread; believe. Is this not g
emuly true? ¥ hatever your form of chary -
government Is, jou go to the Bible and iy
a text to vindicate it. Whatever your py.
ticular theology is, you open the Scriptu.
with the express purpose of finding in i,
wroof that you are right. This Is notyy .
spititof Christ. The true believer puy :
with an unprejudiced mind, troly humb,
houestly desirous of knowing what is ty
Nomattter who lives or dies, who foesty.
or goes down, what is truth must be, '
ever is, the supreme inquiry of honestay
teachable spirits. '

Would that we could all come toyy
Bible afresh, divesting the mind of even.
thing we ever heard, and reading the Serp+
tures through from end to end, tarning ony
every page with the breath of this prayy-
‘ Spirit Divine, show me what Is truh*
Every man would then have the By
dwelling richly in him, nor as a series o
separate and isolated texts, but as a spiriyy
genius. a revelation, a goardian angel—p,
Joseph Parker.

DR. CUYLEN'S TESTIMOXY.

The following testimony of the Rev, D,
Cuyler to the inestimable value of 2 Chis
tian mother’'s example and instruction,
the value of our Presbyterian Standards i
of belog thoroughly grounded in them;n
the value of an immovable faith inthe &
ness, sufficiency and divine authorltyd
God's Word deserves special attention &
this time, and all the more, becauseltis
givenin the light of fifty years spent lntie
Christlan ministry aud after having been pa
to the test of sucha lengthened exput
ence. “ Fervently do I thank my Godix
that faithful widowed mother, who dedic
ed me to Jthis ministry in my cradle, al
who was more than pastor or churchet
Sabbath school to mein my childbood
Fervently do I thank God for huving b
rooted and grounded in the $ound theolop
formulated in the Westminster Confessioz.
That anchor have been dragged. Ferventh,
too, do 1thank God for giving me such:
sublimely glorious Gospelte preack, sud
an all-sufficient doctrine of atening bloodts
proclaim, such precious promises of Hi
Holy Spirit's presence, and such verifir
tions of this seif-evidencing book., Nt
gales of any so-called * higher criticlsm®
have ever blown high enough to rofi
single feather of my faith in the perfect it
spiratign, the perfect infallibility and bt
perfect authority of the only Bible which oz
heavenly Father has given to His childrta;
Devout scholarship, however searching a
fearless, from Martin Luther to McLatey
and Bishop Lightfoot, has never dislodgd
a slogle stone in the massive and magolf
cent bulwark which Moses began to bai}
and which the Seer of Patmos completed:
As forthe arrogant, Irreverent and bittery
hostile criticism  which has taken on sed
alrs, much of it is sheer conjecture, muchd
it is self-contradictory, much of it is refoi®l
hypothesis ; and when all these have b
subtracted there is not enough left to s,
the hole which a mouse nibbles io yo@
wainscot.” .

If our churches were more -concerntd
about their spiritualities than thelr teapt
alities, the latter would generally take.ant
of themselves.. The tithes will be brough
futo the storehouse when the heart is madt
to glow with the love of Christ. E



