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wben persons joined te cliurclî cf which i,, wnas pas.
tor hc mnade it a peint ta disco,'er uvbat siciai fitness
for patticular work cadi posscssed and tberi endeav-
oured ta get thent enlisîcd in the service thcy could
moat eficiently t-coder. litre, aise, <iscretion is
needed, for as Dr. Cuyler says, there rire seine very
shy Christians îvho will îîct do iîuciî, ani sortie vcry
feeble Christians wbo c-annet do inuch if they try.
Sanie people would cnly makec bluridtrs and thcy had
better bc icft atone. M inisuers whio stuîly character
discover that GocI gives converting grace dflen te
pet-sens te whoni H-e neyer gave inuclu "gusnijîtion."

THE CONVDITION 01- RUSSJA.
RIJssiA is pursuing an aggressive Asiatic policy ie
obedience te traditionai instinct and te tilveri atten-
tion front the despotism, anti îisgcvernnt now
crusbing the life out cf lier peopile. Tht immense
arrny in a tiîne cf pence begins te weary cf inaction,
ambiticus military muen ccv et opportunities ta achieve
distinction, and tue people, on vh liencîavy taxation
presses, are in a mensure gratified uviti the extension
of the empire. Tite govereing classes iikcwist arc
disposed te regard trar as a safcty-valvc for tht deep-
scaied discontent iliat prevails freint tue WVhite Sea
ta tht Crimea, and froin Arcliangel te Taslîkend.

0l ail existing natienalities, the govcrniment cf Rus-
sia is, the nuosi d&spolic. Modern Mdeas cf constitu-
tional freedom, are persistcntly igeored by the ruling
classes.. Pepular aspirations for liberty are ruthiessly
repressed. Evcry possible manifestation cf politicai
or social pregrcss is extinguisbcd. Tie wells cf a
truiy national life are being poisoned at tîteir 5ource.
Tht Govct-nment centrols the cducatiou cf the people,
and uses it as an engine of despoi statecraft. Tile
universities, wlîere the frec play cf inteilectuai life is
usuaily mosi vigorous, are nowv subjected te the mesi
rigid surveillance, and the students itho show sym-
patby with liberai ideas ar-e tbreatened with Siberian
exile.

The Greck Church ie Russia is a lifeless Chut-ch.
It is mainîaincd by tht State as a vasi ramification of
moral police. Spiritual life is ail but crushed eut cf
tht people, and a vig-ireus dissent is wcll nigh imupos-
sible. At ail --vents, occasional erratic inovemenus
have failed te obtain a popular response. Tite Russian
peasanît-y are pt-one te superstition, and tht Greek
Chut-ch makes ne sericus endeavour te eniigbten tbem.
In numerous instances tuttre is a readîness te pander
ta pepular delusions. Tite Gospel cf jesus Christ in
its simpîiciuy and purity bas ever been tht firiend of
human pregress. It bas inspired peoples with tht
ldlliest and tht truest patrotisin, but a dead faith
inspires ne man. Tht paieful resuli cf a purely
mechanicai and formai rehigion is widespread infi-
delity. The peasantry remain superstitions, but seme
intelligent people and tht bal f-informed niass repudiate
a form cf religion which thcy bave corne ta regard as
a buttresscf despotisni. Hence tht rise and progress
cf Nihilism with al! its blank negatiens and uts mur-
derous spirit.

Another sad feature cf tht moral condition of Rus-
sin, visible enough in the cities, is tht rapid growth
cf a debasing immorality. le Su. Pttersburgb the
worsu forms cf vice are beccming more shamneicss and
obtrusive. Tht Governmeni that represses freedom
with iren band dtsignedly pet-mits flaunuîng viîce and
disgraceful orgies te exist almost without conceat-
ment, fondly hoping that the reckless votaries cf sa-
czalled pleasure wiil bc satisfled with immoral lîcense
instead cf political and inteliectual freedem. Many
cf tht landierds, having few ecîlets fer tbeir activiîy,
toc often faito habits cf the grossesu intempet-ance,
se that in several respects the nmerai and spiritual con-
dition cf the Russsian peoplt is at present about as
unpromisîng as the political situation.

Though the public press is under censorship, and
anythieg like freedcm cf discussion is almost impos-
sible, Russian aspirations after freedeni and hopeful
views cf tht future are bcginning ta lied powerfi
voices raised in their faveur. Noblenuen whc have
espoused fram conviction tht cause cf tht people,
have by their sacrifices and suffering.- gained tht pub-
lic car, and by iheir writings are throwing nuuch ligbt
on the actual condition -)f Russia. Siepniak's recent
work wiil aid the cause cf Muscovite freedem. Tht
presenu state cf îings cannaI last. There musu tither
be reforin or ret-olution, and revolution inspircd by
Nihilism migi t rival the atrocities cf the Terrorists
conirolled by Mart-arnd Robespierre. More than

nnytbing cise Ilussia needs, a religins aaeil
WVitlî thc pure principles of CIîjistnty sinccrely bc-
lievcd, a new national life Yîould begin, nioral progrcss
bc assured, law andi order respected, and fi-ce institu-
tions %vouIld bring a joyous spring-timc of hopc and
prosperity te a great nation nuw groaning bencati the
nîost gigantic despotisni of modern tinles.

Ii3ooh aii'<l»oafÎls
ELE;C'rRA. Editcd by Âanie E. WVilson ani Irabella

M. Leyburn. (Couri*r-J<'urnal Building, Louisville,
Ky.>-AIkdrii continues ta !buppiy, its readers with
healthy, rcfining, and intercstmng rcading for tic homte
circlc.

MIND IN4 N,%luiJR. (Chicago. Titc Cosnîic Pub-
lishing Co.>-*Flîîs new compctitor for public favour
numnbers anîong its contributors such men as Blishop
Fallowcs, of thc Rcformed Episcopal Church, Dr.
David Swing, Dr. Thomas, Ilishiop Coxc, Dr. Lori-
mer, ani a n:îmber of wcll-known scientific writcrs.
Thc subjccts discussed, tlîough speculative, arc in-
tcresting in cliaracter.

IILIrAL EXPOSrrcnt ANI) iIFOPt.'q COMî1FN-
TARV. By Jacob M. Hlirschfeldcr. (Toronto: Row-
seil & Hlutchison.)-A ncw number, the twcnty-sev-
enili, of ibis admirable work, lias made its ippcar.tnce.
Tt commentary thus fair is the wcrk net only of a
compcent antI painstaking Hcbrcw scholar, but cf a
sound tlicologian, wvho supplies both a defcnce and
expýsition of liic rvecdtruili.

ON Ju'y ISt Will be issued ftom t.ýe press cf Craig
&Barlow, 170 Madison Strcet, Chicago, a large work,

cnîitled Il Fifty Vears in thc Church of Rome," by the
venerable Fatlier Chiniquy, who has spent many ycars
cf bis life in its production. It will bc the niosi cent-
prehcnsivc presenitation cf Romanisrn in ail its as-
pects-civil, social, and religicus-heretofore pub-
liied, and contains; facts; of tbrilling interest te aIl
lovers of liberty. The chaptcrs rclating to thc assas-
sination of Abraham Lincoln arc startling in character.
Tite book is sure ta cause ccntroversy. It has bcen
pronounccd by cininent statcsmen in Great ilritain,
Canada, the United States, and Australia, ivhc have
rend advancc sieîs, as tiniely and impcr.tant. It
wvill be soid by subscription only. Price $5.

Tnrm: flrst article, IlThe L.aocoon cf Evolution,» in
the recent number cf thc Bifiii and Fore-:pn E-van-
geliaI Review is, wc understand, writtcn by the Rev.
Professer liryce, LI.D., of Manitoba Ceilege, WVinni-
peg. It is a powerful criticisni cf the philosophicai
utterances cf Herbert Spencer regarding the First
Cause as set forth in severai articles in tht Nineteenth
Cenfury, wiîerein the genesis cf -cligicn is discussed.
Dr. Bryce shows by a comparison of Spenccr's recetit
utterances with thoe cf an earlier date that the ter.-
dency cf bis belief is toward the Christian doctrine
cf an Infinite Eternal Energy, whicb wc Christians
simplify by calling God. Frederick Harriscn's criti-
cisms cf Spencer are aise reviewed, and Dr. llryce
in summing up concludes that Harrisen, thcugh
easiiy shewing the inconsistcncy o£. Spcncer's state-
ments, gives us but little that is of value in bis Religion
of Humninty. There are geod philosophical reasons
for insýisting that, takîng Spencer's recent utterances
as a greund for t:., existence cf religion, he has there-
by cenfessed that e re is an AtI-wise Creator, in
whom we car nlot only believe but wvhoin we aise can,
though finite. a ortals, in sonie degrert know, and wvhom
we can ratioi.ally love and worship. The article is
well wcrthy cf perusai and careful study.

MON7REAL NOTES.

THE approaching meeting cf the General Assembly
is being looked fcrward ta with pleasure by the Pres-
byterian community here. About 320 members ar-e
expected and the attendance will probably be larger
than at any meeting since the Union of 1875. Mon-
treal is on the whole centraliy situated fer an assembly
ccmprising representatives frorn tht Maritime Prov-
inces as well as from; Ontario and Quebec. Even the
inembers from the North-.West, after the Canadian
Paciflc Railway is open for traffic north cf Lakte Su-
perior, reach Montreal almcst as soon as Toronto or
Hamsilton, and that witheut change of cars. Semne
little dificuity has been experienced in finding bouses
in private fanilies for ail the cemmissioners. This is
Owing Iargely ta the fact* that the time cf meeting of
the General Assembly is net the. nost convenient for

înany in ibis city. Man-iiy of our %rbiis close -.bout
thu ltitî 0! 15tIi cf June, ami an incrcasinly large
num4ý, e' fainilies Icave the rity iîiîniediately aller-
wards for the seaside or country. Tlîougli private
lîiuses have net bcen got for aIl the memibers this is
owing te no lack of hospit-iity on the part cf Mlonireal
l>rcsbyteriansas is manife-te<I bythe fact that ncairly
St,ooo bave been contributed by those unable te t-e-
ccivc guests, whcerewith ta ineet the expense cf ac-
commodation. Tite labour cf provicliîg homes for
the cominissioners liastîtis year irgelydlevolvccl upnn
Plroecssor Scriiiiger, and te hini it lias cvidently been
a labour cf love.

T,tNr2 advantage cf the Aàsenibly meeting ie ibis
city this year, tic Board cf Manatgemnent cf. the Pt-es-
byterian College, Montreal, hanve issued invitations ta
ail the Comînissioners and thecir lîosts te a conver-
sazione in tht David Merrice Hall, on Saturday even-
ing, the i3th jue, freint hlf-pasi sevcî' te ten o'cleck
This will give the members an opportunity of spend-
ing an evening together socially, and aise cf seeing
tbe college buildings, tlîe viiole cf whlich will that
evening be lit and thrown opten for inspection. A
short programme cf îiitsic is being prepared, and re-
freshinenîs wvill 'e supplied in the tlieing hail. The
expense cf tbis eîîtertaininent is being gecrously met
by a few miembers cf the Board individually.

Tiii Foreign Mission Conmmittee-WVestern Sec-
tion-is te meet in Crescent Street Chîurcli hiere, on
Tuesday mcrning ai tee o'clock, te consider the ques-
tion cf unification cf tbe Eastern anid Western wvork,
and ai elevcn o'cicck for generai business.

Tiu Rev. J. C. Herdman, B.D., late of Capbciton,
N. B1., wvîth hus farndy, passed through Montrent on
Wednesday on bis way te Calgary, N.WV.T., lis future
field of labeur. M1r. Herdetan left a very strongly it-
taclîed people in Campbelitcn, wlîo preseeted lii
with a farewell address and purse cf upwa-.rds Of $200
Iast week. Mr. Herdman wvili bc a great acquisition
te the North-WVest and in Calgary tvill doubtles do
good work fer the Churcli aîîd for the cause cf Christ.

A pro t-enalza meeting cf the 'Montreat Presbyttry
tvas heid on Friday. Mr. Leiteli accepted the cail
te Valleyfield, and bis ordination 'vas tixed fi-. Tues-
day, 23rd inst., whtn Rev. D. W. Morison will preside,
Rev. L. H. Jindan prcach, Rev. R. Camipbell, 'M.A.,
address the n' iister: and Rev. J. B. Miuir, M.A., the
pe~ople. The Presbytery aise considered a request
from tht Foreign 'Mission Committec te ordain Mr. R.
C. Murray, mnissionar.-' , dc te India, during the meet-
ing cf Asse:nbly. Tt ordination. was appeinteci, if
the iway be clear, ta take place in St. Paui's Church
on Friday, i9th insu., at eight o'ciock p.m., the Mod-
erator cf 1'resbytery te pressde and te arrange for tue
otRer parts cf the service.

TRIE Rev. WV. J. Srnyth, Pli.D., of Oshawa, bas
been in the city fer tht last ten days, supplying the
St. Joseph Street Presbyterian Chut-ch pulpit.

THE Rev. J.)J. Casey, B.D., cf Taylor Churcli, is ai
presenit seriously ill with smalt-pex, contracted, it is
supposed, in bis visi:s threugh bis parish in one
or twc districts chiefly in the east end cf the
ciîy. The disease prevails te seime extent, the
papers rep')rting a number cf newv caises the other
day Vigorous efforts are being made by the civil
autiiorities te stamp it eut, ana it is hoped that tht
efforts will be availieg. No cases exisi, se fa- as the
the writer knews, îvest cf St. Lawrece Main Street,-
the section cf the city c hiefly octupied by the English
sptaking parn of the populations. M,\r. Caseyisatpresent
siigbîly bWu'er, îbough be is still in a very critical
sente. Ht and bis heuseheid have the sympatby of
very inaey friends in tht city and clsewhere, whose
tarnesi prayer is that God niay t-aise hima up and
spart him te continue the gocd work begun by him
in Taylor Chut-ch.

THE Rev. Mr. Rodger, a licentiate ef the Chu-ch at
Scoîland, arrived by lasi wetk's steRmer with a view
te permanent setiienuent in Canada.

P RECENT Sabbath day plate collection for Foreign
Missions in the Cote des Neiges Presbyterian Chut-ch,
anuounted ta thehbandsome surni cf $S. This froni a
cengregatien cf about ferty-five families, chiefly fat-
mers, that support their own nsinister in full without
aid fro.m tht Augmentation Scheme, is very crediable
indeed. This saine congregation aise supports a
p upil in-the Pointe-aux- Trembles scheois and contri-
butes Ias-gcly ta ail tht Scheines cf tht Chut-ch. Undee
is preent pastc'i, the Rev. J. Bennett, tht cenigrega.
tien is progressing nuost sàtisfactorily.
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