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the mind; the mc-al powacs fin pertription be.:ome
biunted, the licari becounes hardened, the conscience
seared, the interests of <crnhîy aie sirglected, the
liouse of Cod forsakes, nd te closet no longer lisiens
tue tisent whispers of praîyer.

1 have no doubt iliai oan>. a pîarent, without an>.
deep religtsous convtcttong, lias car nestly vasheti that
mnnn ci tha tarins of amisceohens wcre banioilied trosit
te land. The extrava%!.ance in dccii aied the ques.

tuonable socicu>. ino wlîtch their sons anti daughters
arc led, areat ltiensources .- i anci>nc e andi aniel>.

WVhatever invigorates the body>, wlitevcr umipraves
the mind, whatevcr elevates the toua cf mior.iluty,
whatevec bandfits the social fle, wliever adivancors
youc tipluhtual good, %thatever widens andi strengthans
ycur influence for gooti, canciot be wrong. On the
ailier hand, wlîatevcr il injurcui ta tuie body., wvh.t.
ever enaervales the mind, whatever is detrunacutol te
noralit>., whatcver is dangecous ta the social lifr,
wbatevec endangers youc spiritual moîerest, whatever
weakens your inluence, omst bc tbsolutely. wrong.

Yeu arc bounti ta exercisa your influenre far gondi
it is a talent wath which you are entrusted, whatc'7tr
yotic sphete ini lite ina> ha;- andi icn order ta have ihat
infl.aence vigarous andi powerful, you must mantain
no utîcerlaici attitude towards tic popular amusements
cf the day. D3e decided and iully persuadeti ini your
mind. Andi if you are an instructor af the young, your
example will, it nia> bc, tell on the youthiul minc,
when the solestru lesons you impact may fait ta im-

hlrethîren, andi tellow.workers tor Christ, let nie en-
treat yoia as a brother, la carry wiîh you a sense cf
your responsibiiitias ta God, of the verites of Godes
Wocrd, cf the solema charge committeti ta your trust,
and Ici the weight cf thosa thooghts bow you te the
groond andti end yeu ta cry, "WVho is sofficient for
these thiuigs ?'" hrethren andt sisters, let your hearts
bc fillad with the spirit oi Christ, sut under the drap-
pings cf His love, andi seek your dchights ini His ici-
lowsbip and ini close communion with GCd, and your
bigbast enjoymret lin I-is favour. "lIci '1h> faveur is
lite, andi '1h> Ioving kintinesi is beiter than lite.» I
ieave you witb these ceflections on amnusements, andi
may the Lord lead us ta the joys andi pleasures ai His
tight band. At lits rîght bandi are pleasores for avec-
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Text-Pialmn xxxix. 3: Ft'hilc I vas mnuiing the fine
burnedt. Luhce xxiv. 32: Dii flot our beait buto wihbit us,
wihile le isîket Wiii: us by the va>.?

The psalmisi was îhinkung. Accarding ta tht iaw
ai ats bcbng, tht micid maist think ; wa may nct ha able
te preveni is tboughis, but we tnay cantrul andi direct
tbem.

Thougbts that are burdened witb sorcw or thai
îhrîii with dcligýZ, keep bus>. aven alter we wcuid dis-
miss thent. Js'an when vae slaep, somauimes aur
thougbts are nlot a: cast.

As eue characters and our ]ives ara afl'ertcd hy
what iva think, it as a malter ai cansiderable impor-
tance whetber the subjeci cf aur tbcughts ba cheerful,
or niclancholy. pure or caccupi, iangiviog ar revange-
fui, ligbt ar soliti.

Subjects for meditatian are turnisbcd b>. wbat wa
ser, and hear, antrat.

%Wc place an the bands ai aur pupîls, studies that
are inîcilectuai levers. No schaoi board wouldti nk
cf introducing navals (or text-books inoa our scbocis.
The low-clais novalias nauther strengîhening oor test-
fuI ; ir gives na food for niedîtatlon. Hence, unles
the minc ha traincti ta regular, cheerful, and pure
habits, st iii fai io tiussipatng and nounous tnden-

\Vhaiever b ot vocation, there il one central sub.
ject abeut whosa certuîness anti puriuy tbere cao bc
but ane opinion, ai Ieast b>. Christian people, upoci
whucb avec>. mid shaulti dwell. It is a perfect regu-
latai' for aIl autr maniai and moral habits. This subject
is

GOD.
h. Yau may tbinlc ai His tacrifting knie-" .G. od sa

loveti tht %%acld,» eic.-as maade knoov ta mca on tht
cro!s. HUs justic-, mercy andigoodsus. Hewftceach-
img are His merdies, reacbing aven unia Bis enamies.
Hiz, wisdom-everytbung in nature parfactly regualateti
-day andi nigbî, scd luène and barvest. I-is
omniscience--to this ona mind cone the sties

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN. îS I

et thought that furni5lî (ond for ail humàn andi
aungel minds, andi In aIl thus infinite tunti of kuowledre,
nt-aîling but wluai may biiuuaulie c'ecy mind ta siud>.,
te oduitire, ta love, Ia worship. hIow apparent lis aur
own miental weakness and poverty ira the presance i
liiun who *Iknowreîh ail thhugs.' WVe ina>. niedîita
lapai lits ioltitei, putl> anud falhiolaies, andi funti
min etenut> cf purofit in ester>. phase cfilils moral char-
acter, lits attibuies andi lits works.

Il. We nia>. nieditate opon Ili% cases (oc His
creaturas. Alîlîaugh the mighuy Gati who inhabiteih
cenut>, le exercises the mosi tentier caca ovec site
wonks cf lits hmnnds. Ili tendernest exteotis ta the
leai andti he tuât unworihy ; nct oi>. oser the
angels ihiat excel ini stcerîgth, but avec the uuseci
%vhuse organ z stion il se tichicate, ih.v it cao bc
tracei ol> b>. tire aid cf tht sniacroscope ; tht
gical scas andtheib dewdrop, the siord>. forests
and the bladleocfgrass. lie watches over th lofe that
flows iu the vein ai tire leat, as well as avec tht path-
way nfîhe planais. lie gîves the blusb ta the deli.
cale flosier, ns wel as the glor>. on tirs own tbrone.
The waois cf ail fls creatures are pleotîtul>. renient-
bereti. lie lazareth the yong ravens wheo tht>. cry.
N ecessaties and luxu ries abound forcbotbmn and bt'îst.
Fours, fios andi (cashers are furnished accarding ta tht
clitnate or the clament. Frein tic arlic ta the tropic
ragions tht great maerchandise il goîng con* ta scatter
avec the worlti food and raimen andi luxucies that
Gudt bas storeti up for the necd saod plaz'.ure cf tht
race.

'rbese ara wholcsome, genr.abus, chaeeung thoughts.
How tendarly the heat mnust fcal towards Ili God as il
meditates upon iliese thiungs.

Ill. Thens you bave tht afonsmnf-than wbich
there is no such remedy toc evîl.

"'Twas gicat te 'pecak a wocld trein naught,
îTwas gricatel Ia redecm."

Wbat myster>. bave. Godi cans bc just, andi >et the
justifier cf hlm wbo believetb. WVell ma>. the angais
desire ta look loto, ibis plan. Whata wcndeeful rave.
lation cf Himselt, whaî a tluama for aur meditation.

WVe study> the Father in Christ. Tbaough Christ
we learo more of God than lhraogh an>. athar une.
dium. Thcaugi the atonament we cao stui> ahi that
Goti is ta us now, and gai tht promise of what lie is
te be ta us hareaiter.

This plan is perfect Jus: what tht worid nactis.
WVe asic for notbing heiter. %Ve cannai exillains ils
mystecy, but tac know it meats the case. It i per-
fectty adapted ta eur spiritual wanîs.

You may tbink cf ils marvellous influence, of tbt
changas it bas wrought, ils powier ta affect tht inmcc
andi culer lite cf the bahievas. In vain wa appeal ta
civil legislation te temave crimea; ai hast, it can ssip-
press ini semae degret tht crime, and punish the crins-
inal ; but in tbis divine scbeme for moral refaren, tia
duscovar a power that wili maka peaceabla andi pence-
loving neighboucs and citîzacis cf cannubals. Tht vio-
lent seul is attesîcd by il, and becamets a gloticus
champion for the tru'b. This la the clament that
changes tht whole social systemn ibat i touchas, by
cbangung men's bearîs.

Think aiso ct its marvellous success, boy it has eut-
iived the apposition et tht cantuaries, and is still tht
beloved angel ai marc>. for affi cted bumanit>.

IV. Tiiink aise of ycur attitude befote God.
i . Ha hatb mada- us, and not we cunseives. WVhat

a wendtiut i gin. Matie in the image of God, im-
marial, capable ot knowing and wochippung God.

.t. Dy> nature, atiens, autcasîs, rebaIs, tir bave sin-
mcd, ausuited Hîs goodntîs, tramieti on His iav,
dtfied Hus autbccity. untl (romn tbe crevai et tht bead
unie the sole cf thetfoot there il ne soundncîs in os.
To musc, bowaver, an ibis wcetcbed condition, is nct
calculatati to ma tht lire humn. Ycr, if mcen waulti
thuink more ot ihis tht>. mighî be the sooner shuameti
frans this evil way, ta walk in the light ci Goti.

3. hti h the prialage cf sorte cf )ou ta think of a
beîter condition ofit ..igs. Your high calling of God
-tht boneur ta wbich Ht bas Iified you-4U sons et
God.0 Ht bas tauken yen ntsc ta Hîmscît, bas taicen
your tact oui et thetamire, put a ne, sung ista yeuc
moulli, He bas given you ass> great and precioa.s
promises.

V. Such meditation is hgbly natttul.
i. Tht seul meeds ta tise inua these bigbar regions

of bal>. exercise, for greater purposes than simtpI>. ta
bh appy. But as the mind s sîrcagthesiedib>.study,
andi the eye hecomues mort accurate by practice, and
the muscle utro4aer, so tht seul by rehious coatem-

plation grnws in moral power. Ynîîr soul.power
Plmnnges (rom grace tn Conte, aind (rom itlery tn gint>,
as it dwells upan the pieu ecîu,îns of G, d nnd fls
ways. Il knawle±d.e il power. gl K.ic lueigliesi
knowlcdlgo, and arqirc the createst power, aoi )OU
ife(liftt un lîoly thingt. Yuur love for God grows
sticoger, youc lielinets more lnienithrtl, your juiy
moure abundant, your influence more prevailuinît. hy>
ihis you are better prep trrd cai stand fast in your 1 b-
erîy, ta ovcrconit sin, and recomimend the religion of
the cross tri )aur fi lom -mein.

2. Ini such ex -rcise yoîa have ra/ai,4in:es 'rera
Is somte satisfaction in miedlî.ising on Gci i fls
wayy, thera is rirai pleisuire in tihunk,.ng (J ynur secu.
tii>.. I* 1 know in whoim I have belic'ed, nnd lic il
able Ia keep that whichi 1 have comimied unie lisait
against thai d.ty." WVho shali la' ao>thinit Io the
charge ai God's cct? il il Cci that j.astiîietlî. There
li soînething r*'ai ui ihis. *te lire burn un the heai
ai Gad's chuld whcn ha reminds hinîseli that hc is
saved b>. the grace cf God.

3. Your hopes grow up ioto something dermnite.
The Bie s re il, Christ i ceIl, 1le sis nct a mvmh ta
the believer, Christ laves ini )ou the hope of glot.
The light in which yoîî walk il not faite, you walk
with holy medutatuans as wîîh ceai comipanuons, and
your heacî buvais within )-ou. There alerte ycu ind
substanta ,oys.

4. It makes the future seem ail the miore ceal. Il I
doth not >'et appear whIat we shall be." Our Lord
hath prepaced a place for Vou. It is tire temple above,
whcce the anhabstants no more say tht>. are sick, the>.
have na storms, no night, no famine, no wars. The
angels are thet, the glonficid are there, many cf your
friands are there, Christ, the fountain ai ail blessed-
nais, is there, there the wiclced cease (rom ttouling
and the %acary area ntctei. And hiow truc, haow ceai
ait this il ta the boluever. These are the niedita-
tions that kindle the bol>. burning an your heart.

Let me invite you to exercase your glorious privi.
lege. Tatry long in ihis mountain apart, and Christ
wili open ta you the Scripture, wherein is the lie cf
your power and the po%lcr aflyour life.
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IRISIE SCIKOOLS AND TEMPERANCE FIITY YEARS
SINCL

In the earl>. days there wcrc no nation.al schools ini
Ireland, yet it was easy in moit places te obtai a
classical edusication. Students, bo had gone îhrough
ibair preparatory course and had atîended one or îwo
sessions ai college, ccntimencecd teaching a: theiraown
homes, and man>. ai thani ultimatel>. settlcd down as
vecy efficent teachers. Somalîmes letters came (rom
out-oi.she-way places ta the proiessors n: Blelfast, ce-
questirig them ta send on students as tcachuers.

About 18:ýo a school was commenced in ibis way at
a mkasrabte village ini Ceuty Ltitrîim. hi was ver>.
successful, and camte under the care of saveral stu-
dents ini succession. Ini 30 tbe occupant of the
scbaol sold bis goodwill cf si for Zica ta îwc ycung
men, who were assistants in the Rioyal Dclfis5 Insti-
tution. 1 was one of the purchasers. bly depart.
ment was the classics, ini whîch 1 had fuît cmploy.
ment, for theut were fout>. classical pupîlp, about
ona hait of îhem intended for the Rcmish pricsthood.
Afiet Temaining two yeais 1 sold out miy shate of the
cenremo ta m> patiner (or .£:oa, theasaine soin we bad
paid f ir the wbale cf i, andi yel the village had not
more than a dt zen eubstantial siant houseF, ihe ras:
of the c1well;-ngs being 'rnud.walled edurîces" The
school.house itseii, though sufficiently large ta
accoemmodate a bundred pupils, was buhî a of arth
dug oui of a bill side.

The wel.o.do larmers of the neighbourhood and
the feus shopkacpcrs af the village were a jol>., social
ciass cf people. There were frt quent lutile parties,
and whiskey punch was a univeysai beverage. It was
difficult, therciore, ta rasibt the contagion cf intem.
perance. 1 sooil tait mysclf ta bc ini danger, and ce-
solved ibat 1 would abstaici from whiskey altogeiber.
I bad net beard cf the tamptrance reiormation, but 1
bappcned ta stumbla on ils original ptinciple-AD.
STINES'CE (rom DISTILLED SPIRITS.

Just ai tiat turne the Siynod ai Ulster was awaking
trein fier long and deathlîke letbargy, and began te
consider ber dut>. t0 the bcnighîed parts of Iceland.
A eeputa!ion was sent ta Ccnnaught, consibting cf
Dr. John Z-dgar and Dr. Rob=t i lson, two, noble


