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DARK DAYS IN THE SCIOOL.
Every teacher knows somethiug of them, thoso
tlaya when everything goes wrong. ‘Tho spirit of
ovil hns taken possession. Lven tho good boys
have beeomo nll atonco restlessand perverse,  The
room sccms to have becomo transformed into a
whuspering gallery.  The prescnbed | bave

the law of grasitation with tho pervenity o1 inanl-
mato things; ard tho spirit of misrule reigus
trlumphiant,” ndds, by way of suggestion to young
teachiers: *“ First of all, dou't loso heart, and con-
clude you arc a failuro as a teacher, cither then or
after you get home, . . You ars ju conditions
you canaot analyze, my dear young teacher, when

trot beon prepared.  Tho usually Lright puplls are
dull and corcjess. ‘The dullards are -hiopelessly
fmbeeile. You thought you had, by dint of
paticat offort, suceceded fu cstablishlng tolerablo
otdur In your department.  You now wondcr how
you could have 8o deceived )ouraclf The room
is 8 perfect paudemouium.  Souuds of all dleor-
derly kinds aroYinging Ju your cars till you are
Bl disteacted, ndd it almost scems as if deafncss
would bcn'hclicf'. ‘Brery cffort you make to re.
store quict apjicars but to intensify tho disorder.
If sou are a woman yoa wouhl give angthing to be
able to run away to your chamber and have & good
cry. 10 yon aro a masculine savage you have to
cxerclse strong self-control to keep your bands ol
Ll a scurc of the Bittle scloul dumvos who are
tormenting you and scem to delight in it.  On one
point you are resolved.  If you can but survive to
the cud of tho torm of your cngagument, you aill
absndun teaching theaceforth and forever.  Betier
to break stones on the Qucen's highway, or to go
out 1o wash and scrub for a dsily pittance, than
to suffer such tortures as you aro now cnduring.

Well, you sarvive. Aunther day comes-of a
very different Kind.  You cater the school with
clastic step and n soug in your heart, /The chil-
dren file in with quict movements and bn"bt
smiling faces  Everything falls into line and thc
work goes on cheerily.  There are no d!_sconlnut
notes in the gcncn\ harmouy to-day, or, it thero is
au occasional jar, it does not grate upon tho nerves,
and a little patieat cffort scts it right. The
pupis’ minds scem to be on the alert. It isno
bard task to gum their attention  They are inter-,
osted an thas worh, and act as if tHoys both ca-
sned itand luved thelr teacher. Tho- hour. for
closing comes all too soon. You feel asif you
cuuld enjuy anviher houi 8 wurk wheo everyibang
13 guIng vhosu macel§. Y ou lane the woboool ruom
fcching tbut youm 1 sodeed 2 dehightful task,”
sud arc glad at heart it sou have chusen -so
{ueasant, sn vsclul, 80 nuuie A professivn

Now what 18 the cause of thie differenre? Isit
in the atinospheret  Is some mysferiousand bane-
ful influence generated on certain days by some
new condition of the elements—an influence which
gravitates, i accordance with some occult amd
malignant tuw, towards the school-rooms of thy
land, thero to make its prescace felt .in a reigu of
unwersal gloom and confusion? There may be
somcthiog in this.  Uur sous aro 1n contact with
air and sky aud-sunbesm more closely and at
mere numcrous poiots than wo are apt to suppose.
Itis very Likely that tho dark days arc not, nsa
rule, the days when the sun shines -brightly jv a
clear sky, when refreshing breezes are blowing, and

-the face of nature swiiing,

Other distarbing causes, too, may be at work
Somc special attraction the evening previous may
have kept tho boys aod girls from their studies,
and srom their beds, ard all who have t6 do wnb
children know what these irregularitics and excite-
meats mean; or some peculiarly difficult stage may
bave just been reached in the work of an import-
ant class

Mrs E. D. Kellogg, writing in the Amerionn
Tracher, after a graphie dcscription of these same
*dork dags™ when  cverything gocs wrong,
every sound is piercing; the door slams; tho boots
hit at overy angle; books are left at home; toe
fak spills, children laugh at nothing; visitors
come, and drive you half distracted with their
underlose to cach other; slates and pencils oboy

th= clouds gather from all points of tho cowpass—
and don't try it.  Just hold yourself with all the
calmacss that Is possible, und bo as pationt with
yoursclf a3 you must be with tha childten Per-
hisps you, yoursclf, through that subtlo ection of
wiund.over mind, arg practically respoasible for tho
complicated condition of things. Tbat is hard
consolnhon, but not at all unlikely to Lo truo.”
ot unlikely to bo truo! Far from it Itls
most likely.to Lo the very csscucoof thatruth, On
any doctrine of probabilitice it is far more reason

/ble o suppose, when ong mind cowmes juto dis-

agreeablo contact with flity, that tho jutting angles
which produce tho collision have Leen suddenly
developed in tho one, rather than simultaocously
in thn fifty. [n nincteca cascs vut ofitwenty, wo
maho Luld to say, the origin of ti.c troublous time
is in the teacher, not In the pupits. The causes aro
many and various, a slight attack of indigatiob,
too littlo fresh air and cacrcise, want of congenial
surroundings, social or husiacss disappointmeants.
Auny ono of these, or of a dozen other influcnces,
amapating from our own negleet, aud—shallTany?
—sclishness, may bo suflicicnt to work out for
ourselves and our pupilsn day of wretcheduess,

But there arc other causes atising likewise from

a mental condition of the teacher, which. i, in
jtsclf, not only not discreditable, but praiseworthy,
but no less harmful in its immediate effect. Mrs.
Kcllogg, in tho article gbove alluded to, deals with

‘some of ‘theso caudes 50 forcibly that we close

by commending a !houghttul study. of her words:

“Perhaps there is no greater causo for the dark
doys of young, normal-tratned teachers than fn the
joability to work out the idcal plags thet had
grown to bea part of darly tboughl. Bristliog
individualitics spring.up at cvery step, and stand
like bayonets to prevent ao approach. Every

child calls for separate tactics, and in the confusion

of disappuinted bopes tho beart sinks, tho head is
lost, aud & muld paaic is threatened.

* Let me suggest the unwisdom of attemptiog to
force ang ap-hill course at this juncture,  There is
too much demoralization to aitempt aoy re-organ-

ization of plans cn the spot. Tarn the attention*

in another direction, and manago a8 quictly as pos-
siblo ull tho day is over; then think it out alone,
and bo quite ready to accept your part of tho
blame. Fortusate will you-bo il jt leads you-to
recognize the hardly learned fact, that you aro for
the pnpxls and rot the pupils for sou; that your
methods must bo fitted to the childres, and not
the children to your methods  Every child's soul,
a8 Holmes tells us, is s littlo universo withs sky
overhim all his own,” and it 1s for the teacher to
enter that ¢ littlo uuiverse? with tho bumlity and
respect due one of God's ereatures.

¢ But after a fair-minded review of the day,
don't poreoverit, Look after therepairing of the
physical and nervous wasto that bhas been rapidly
going ou ia those trying hours of discorfiture  Go
out of doors, and chsnge thoe whole direction of
thonght. Looking too long at the wake of a ship
isa poor preparation foravoiding future collisions. ™
— Canada School Journal

Toe colonics of Australis and tho ncighboring
islands have some wweaty scieatific socictics, with a
membership of between 2300 and 3000. These
organizations are to moet in 1883 for the purpose of
forming ah Ausimlian Associatlon for the mlvance
ment of science, simitar to theimportant assoclations
now cxistlog in England, Fluncc and the United
States,

BDUCATIONAL ADVANCE,.

Woe think wo hava referred to tho maiter beforo,
but wo would again call the: attention of teachers
and all futorested fn the- cducational affairs of-tho
cuuntry to tho necd of an cducstional jeutnal pubd-
lished in thelr laterest.  Fvery cuterprisiog teachor,
nud wo ara glad to bellovo that tho majority in our.
provinco arc of this class, fecls tho need of a good
periodical that shall be:tho medium through which
ho sliall bo. ublq to commuualeate with his brother
teachicrs, and hick shall keep bimscquaictod with
all tho latest dovclopmcnls in tho educatlonal aﬂaln
of his province. Theroaroa uwinbor of such jqur\
nals [a tho upper pmvlncm, but ‘whilo thoy nm ot
tending preity carefully {0 thp jhteredts of . tliose
provlncu. they aro of compavatively Iittlo wortly o
our lc:u:hcm of the maritimg provinces. Tho
teachers of this provinco néed o jéurnal of - thelr
owo, or ono {n which they can havo a prominent
part.  A:small jéutnal conld; without .doubt, be
published here, aud.bo of great valuoto the teachivg:
profession of the province. Now Bruaoswick has
such a periodical, the New BruNswick JOURNAL
or Epucatioy, well conducted and appreciated . by
tho teachors tbere.  But 1o ordor that tho journal
may possess tho strength that comes throughk uuaton,
wo should liketo ses the educatfonal brards of the
otlicr maritimo provinoes uniting with that of New
Branswick in the production of an calarged pesiodi-
¢31 embraciog tho threocountrics. With an editorat
Halifax and unother as Charloltetown t6-¢o-0perito
wiih tho presest staff, tho atteation. to tho: in!f:mts
of the soveral, provlaces - would-be- assured-aod &,
publication placed lnt_he bands of :tho teachers of-

‘the maritime pmvinces that would‘becqual {n polat _

of merit to any that now flnd their way heré.

+ Froman cdftorial in tho New Bruxswick Joun:

NAD 2 short {ime slecewsare led to bellevothat such
a proposition sould meet with tho heartlest approval
on tho part of the promotcrs of that periodlca! Lot
our cducatlonal authoritics consider the matter.—
Kentrille New Stas.

PERSONAL.

J. 8. Horseman, 8. A. _E;mcrly principal of the
8t. Aundrews schools, 18 Dow ontho staff ol tko
grammar schoo), Woodstock.

. 8. W. Lions, recently pnacipal of tho North HBead,
Grand Maaan, school, has becn- appototed " to .the
vacancy jn the Moncton sc sols, ciused by -the
death ot J. G McCurdy. M. Ironsis asuecm!ul
teacher and his depatture fn 2 Grand Mauau will
be regretted

Inspector Wetmore is visiting tho schools of
Sunbury on the south-side.of the river St. John.
These, with the parish of Petersville, wiil-chgago

Jils atteation until the middie ot February.

Tnspector Boudreau inteuded 1o begin his tour of
inspection in tho Parish of Aberdeen, Catleton
County, last week. Tbenco ho will procecd to
Yictorin snd AL awaska Counties. All correspound-
caco during the: monlh of Jaouary should be ad-
dressed to him ot Grand Falla, apd: diring the
‘month of Februaty at Edmucdston. No applicant

‘for local Jicenss will ba recommended to the Board -

ot Education by tho Iaspector unless the’supply- -of
regularly Mceasod teschers (8 xbausted.—Couriier
deg Provinces Maritimss. .
Mr. Geo. A Tnch, principal of York‘ dlivet achoo)
and Miss Maty Todd, of Milltown, St Slcphen,
were marcied at tho 1esidence of the bride on New
“Year's moralng, and after a wedding breakfast took
the train for Frederlcton. The Joumm. -presonts

its cougratuht{ons to tho bappy. pafr.

Mr. Dean, thohead teacher of the Milford schools,
has taken charge of the Sussex Supcrior school. -

Mr. Colin M. Liviogstone has oﬂcrod a handsome
prizo -annually:to be competed for by ooy grado {a.
the Portiand schools 1hat-the lmslccs niny declde
upon.

Dr. aud M. Lyle of Swatow, Clins, ato oa avl;it-.
to this Proviace. Mrs.- Lyle (Miss. 'Norwood) was
‘formatly & tedcher In-St. Stcphcn where- sho ‘Was
bighly estoemed. :



