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philosopher's stone, %%,as to turn into gold ail thât it
touche 1. For the old or Aristoteliai lie substitutcs the
new (flot i,1 discovery, but ini application,) or Baconian
mnctbod of inductionî, and for rcaFoning a prioiîi lie advo-
cates reasoning a postei-iori. l.iistinguishing betw'een
these two methods lie says, *«Men have sdught to make
a world firom their own conceptions, and to draw from
their own niinds aih the miaterials wvlich they employcd,
but if instcad of doing so, thcy had consultcd experience
and observation they wouid have hud facts'and flot opin-
ions te reason about, and mniglit have ultimatcly arrivcd at
the knowlcdgc whicli govcrns the material îvorld." To
grasp the phienomena of the universe, to bring themn under
an '.ll.conpreliensive vision, to subject thcm to the imost
searcbing scrutiny, to fit together the shapeless blocks of
creation, until by indefatigable cncrgy and patient zcai lie
sbould 'ind the truc solution of i11 thitigs, this îvas hience-
forth to be the object of the philosopher; nor wvas this ail,
but to obtain definite resuits a proper use hiad to bc made
of the understanding, the mind must not lead but follow,
must be passive and receptive rather than active aud spec-
ulative; facts must be gathered like honey and storcd in
celis, arranged, classified, conclusions -which casily folloiv
drawn, upon these larger and highcr principlcs foundect,
until a r lengîli an edifice wvas raised whichi, while the foun-
dations were built upon the rock of fact, its summits
pierced the regions of eternal truth. Thus, at a single
blowv, and forever, lie sought te crush thoste barren systems
of phulosophy which cbaracterized thc teachings of the
Schoolmen; the golden calf of opinion which men bad set
up and worsbipped lie broke into a tbousand picces, and
pointing to nature as the truc source of ail inspiration,
showcd' that flot by dcthironir.g, but by obeying nature
could they hope to conquer bier. Cold and impassive
like Goethe or Napoleon, hie did not gatlier round him
any disciplcs in his life-time, nor did lie construct any
definite philosophy which, after bis death. miglit become
a sectàrian crced. "If any one," bc says, «'calîs on mc
for v'orks, 1 hold it cnough to have cozîstructcd the
mac iinc, though 1 tri> not succced iii setting it to work.

As genius is prophetic and thle Sibylline Icavesq which
it reads arc the dim shadows of comling cvents, whcrcfore
it is said that ffiCî of gcnius live ini advancc of their age
se Bacon's work wvas one wvhiciî posterity wvas to realize1
and future ages to enjoy tlîe fruits of, or as lic expresses
it himc-if, «'Ic he.ad but tuned the instruments of the
miuscs, that tiey rnight play thcrcoit wvho had bettcr
bands."' Hcnce, thoughli f- hîandcd dowvn no phîilosophic
code, yct, as -Maèauiay says, 1' lie moaved the minds that
movcd tie wvorld:« and vhice tic details of hicý magnifi-
cent schemne b .:c long since been supersedi nd the
body in wvhich hce clotlîcd bis -dea faiicn into neglect, tiîc
spirit wvhiclî animated and inspircd it wvitl tlîe brcath of
life stili survives, and must survive forcvcr. Thc flrst to
r!-,e calm and passionless above the discordant clcmcnts
%ýhicli'hzJ so long harasscd the intellectijal world, to sep-

arabe plîilosoplîy from tlîcology, and assign thein to their
respective sphecs, te shiowv where lay the error in the sys-
tcm of the ancients, and to introduce a systcm wzicb hias
mouldcd and fructihcd tlie thouglît o! successive ages,
Baco,î's influence is one wlîich, so far from diminislîing,
rcceives perpetual incre.se witlh the fulfilment of each
successive propliccy. While his oîvn invest-gationc were
direi::cd chiefly te tist solution of the probiems of plîysi-
cal science, whici, lie terms the mother of al sciences, yet
the spirit of bis mcîbod-expcriment and observation-
ivas one wvhich, applied with equal power to aIl cnqui-
ries, and to every branch of knowledge, so Iliat wvhilc lie
lias been riglîtly styied the Father of Empyrical Sciecee,
lie lias also been regardcd as tlîe inspiration of tlîat em-
pyrical school of pliilosophy wlîich numbers among its
Most proniinent exponents Hobbs, Lockie, Hume, Condil-
lac, axîd otliers. Unlike Plato, wvhose ideai and transcen-
dental plîilosophy seemed too Utopian to be capable of
realization, a:îd vcry différent to Déscartes, vhiose miro-
spective reflections and speculations wvere ill-suited te the
great English philosopher, Bacon's watchword wvas Utility
and lus standard inscribed Progrcss. To increase mian's
knowledge, and so 10 increase lus empire over nature, to
reduce ail sensible objects to the origin of lav was the
gaoi at whiclî lie aimced. "I1 have nm-ie aIl knowvledge my
province " wvas the boast of his youtlî, justified in bis old
age ; and witlî the exception o! Goethe. no vision, perhaps,
bas equalled bis in its widencss of range. Like Milton's
Archa:îgei lie glances from licaven to eartlî, from cartb to
licaven, nothing is too minute to est, ,e his observation,
notbing 10e vast for lus comprebiension ; bis mind grapples
*witb kingdoms and individuals, his eye bebolds the
macrocosm and tbe microcosmn, his car listens to the rust-
ling of the reed or catches the music of the spheres. The
grcaîest ivriter oi Englisb prose, tbc profounidesî tlîinker
of tlie E lizabethan age, the autlior of the grcatest intellec-
tuai revolution, like that great prophet to whom bie bias so
often been compared, it wvas bis destiny to behold from
the mounitai,î top the promiscd land lying stretcbcd before
him flz-wing wvith milk and lîoney, and yet ho know that
lic liimsci! could neyer enter. Andi then lie feil; grand
in his triumpli, but whlo ,vill tiet say grander in bis fal?

MINGNON.

THE LAND QUESTION.

Wc arc in an age of progress. Thc feeling that wvbat
is just is aIse wbat is best bas always been, but its proof
%vas flot always se clec. Christ's hcacbings to-day arc
lookcd upon even by mary divines as not practicabie until
'sonit suddcn change takes place, such as bis second ad-
vent ; and if anyonc wvcrc to seriousiy advocati obeying
bis literai injunctions lic wvould bc lookcd on nt the beSt
as a wvell meaning but wrong-bcaded fanatic. Pcrbaps
this is becausemrany forget ilsdual character. Hé super-
in1poscd merc.,' on justice. He found a stérn but just


