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H-e would liave Timothy run in the
sanie race and win the approvai of

Christ.

*The last illustration is that of the
husbandman. IlThe Zaboring husband-
man ought to partake first of the
fruits.>' Not sirnply the man who is
called a husbandman receives the re-
ward, hie must be a laborious toiler wvio
would partake of the fruits. Paul had
heen himiself in Illabors more abund-
an t," and wvas well entitled to press
home on Timothy the importance of
remiembering that the servants of Christ

are not called t> be " Lords over God's
hieritage," but to toil in the great field.
The experience of every age of the
Church proves that hard work is more
necessary than great brilliance on the
part of the servants of Christ.

The application of ail this to, the
Christian ministry of these days is, 1
think, very plain. The Church must
have for her pastors and teachers, men
called of God. The world is crying out
for true soldiers of Christ. Thank God,
we have mnany true and worthy men in
the various fields of labor, we need very
many more. the Macedonian cry,
IlCorne over and help us," waxes louder
and louder. Only such a ministry as
this text reconimends-one that is wîl-
ling to endure hardness, to be self-deny-
ing, temnperate in ail things and labo-
rious-will please Christ, the Chief
Shepherd. Pastors of this stamp will
feed the flock.

Our foreign mission fields call for men

who are willing to labor and encounter
manifold dangers. Witness the experi-
ence of the mnissionaries of our Church
in Honan. Surety nothing but a sense
of obligation to Hini who lias called
them could induce men and women to
spend their lives iii that country, ex-
posed to insults, to many privations and
far from home and congenial society.
Thousands of young men are needed at
once to go forth to tie ends of the eartlh
with the gospel, ready to endure ail
things for tlie sake of Christ. Many of
our fields at home are discouraging.
Often our ministers are called to labor
in small and diminisling c'ingregatiotis.
Even where the circumstances are more
favorable, toils and anxieties press.

May wve be enabled, by divine grace,
to, take Paul's admonition to ourselves.
It is true that there are many things to
discourage; faithfül men must toil in-
cessantly. Many find little recognition
or reward among men. But there is no
other way. Vie are permitted to labor
for the establishment of the kingdomi of

Christ, to lead the lost home, to feed
the flock of God, to be witnesses for

jesus in the wvorld. Hloiv important is
the charge commiitted to us. Let us be
true to, Himi who hath sent us forth, our
days of toil will pass swiftly away. Soon
shall the good soldier of Jesus Christ
hear the Master say IlWell done, thou
good and faithful servant : thou hast
beeri faithful over a fcw thirigs, 1 will
make thee ruier over niany things: enter
thou into the joy of tliy Lnrd."


