
D)ISCUSSIONS IN OLI) r1ES'AEYI'R'ICISMf.

ivas al)parCntly inconsistcnt witli thc statenients of Iiaggai
and Zechiariali, the contemporary propliets, %vlio say, nothling
about the foundations bcing laidl at an carlier timie, but
speak as if 110 work %vliatever hiad bccî (lone on the
temple until thc timie of Darius. Schirâder's contention
nlla(le little impression until it ivas revivc(l in 1890 by
Kuienen, the fainons professor at Leyden. It tiin provo'ked

a controi'ers\' wvhicli ias in progress at thie timie of lits (leat.li.

Tlie controversv was flot allove(l to dIrop), but Nvas taken up

bv Kostcrs, lus successor in the chair,. and i)resse(l by hiinu to
its niattural conclusion. Not mutchi lias been llear(l of the

niatter ini Engian(l or Amierica, but R;,osters' book, Cfltitle1

" The Restoration of Israel ini the Persian Period," lias niade a

great noise ini I-Iollan(l and Gcrnmany. Onie (loes not won(ler

wîlien it is considcred w'hat his conclusions arc. Ne\,Lgatively,
they inav be state(l as follows:

(i) Tiuat tiiere ivas no retuirn of Jewishi ex--iles under Cyrus.

(2) The temple w~as not buiit by retuirncd exiles at ail, but

by the descendants of those Jews wlio hiad been left in the- land,
and by' w'honi Jcruisaiemi hia( leen re-peopiledl.

(3) eriaeiand Jeshuta ivere îlot tlue leaders of any~ band

of retuiringi e.xiles, but the officiai hieads of the resi(lent comi-
miun ityi' ta had occupie(l jerusaieni.

(4) The wîaiis of jeruisalili werce likevisc rebuilt 1w this

saine community 1111(1er tue leadership of Neliemiiahl.

(5) Tluat Ezra's arrivai at jeruisaleni did îîot take place

l)efore Neliemiali's governorsuip, but onlv after the temple and
the w-alis lîad been bujîlt, %v'hen Nelienuiiali îas governor the

secondi tinie.

Kosteýrs' book, which appeared ini 1895. %v'as folloîved last
-car 1wv ani essay froîîî Dr. Charles Torrey on '4The Composi-

tion and Ilistoricai Vaiue of Ezra-Nýelîeniiah» ini whiici lie
iutterh'. (iscre(lits tlue lîistorical cluaracter of tiiese books.
According to linui, the wvriter distorts facts (ielii)Cratelv and
liabittially ; invents chapter after cliapter with tlie greatest


