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HOMRBE AND BCHOOL,

LESSON NOTES
FOURTH QUARTER,

Srupizs IN TaE KINas AND PROPIIETS,
B.C. 800.] LESSON VII, [Nov, 15,
Erreor or JoNAR'S PREACHING,
Jonak 8, 1-10. Commat to mem. v3. 5, G,
@ornprN TexT,

The men of Nineveh shall riso up in the
judgmont with this gemeration, and shall
condemn it: for they repented at the
preaching of Jonas; and behold a greater
than Jonaa is here.—L ke 11, 32,

CeNTRAL TRUTH,
¢ belisve in the forgiveness of sins,”
DaiLy READINGS,

A, Jonah 3.1-10. Tk, Ezek. 31, 3-17.

Tu, Jonah 4, 1-11.  F.  Acts 10, 3445,

. Matt. 12, 35-60, Sa. Acts1l, 1-18,
Su. Isaiah 55, 1-13.

TiME AND AUTHOR,—So08 Lesson 6.

Prack.—~Ninoveh, the capital of Assyria,
was on tho Tigris, some 600 miles from
Jerusalem, It was the Asiatic centre of
luxury and wickedness, as soveral Israclitish
writors testify. Its fall, late in tho soventh
contury, B.O,, was followed by complete
oblivion, until its ruins were explored by
Mr. Layard, forty yeara ago, and most in-
toresting history recovered from its inserip-
tions, its libraries of clay tablots, and the
vast ruins themsclves, The city seoms to
have lain within an irregular area 18 x 12
miles, and to have boen composed of sevoral
fortified paleces surrounded by villages and
pastures, The religion was a sort of sun-
god worship, very degraded.

InTropuorioN, —Of all Jonah's thoughts
and purposes in his three days and nights of
darkness, God has singled out this one point
for our instruction: Jonah thanked God,
and when Jonah thanked God, God de-
livered him.

Herrs over HARD Praors.—3. Of three
days’ journey—In ciroumforence, probably.
Tradition, confirmed by the mounds, sets
the journey about the city at 60 miles, 4.
Nineveh shall be overthrown—This was pro-
bably only the toxt of his sermon. &.
Belisved God—Belicved in God as the true
God, able to destroy, yot willing to save.
Proclaimed a fast—A. natural expression of
sorrow for sin. Sackcloth—A coarse, dark
cloth, used for mourning, 6. His throne—
Seo description of Solomon’s (I Kings 10,
18-20). Robe—Rich and hi{;hly ornamented.
Sat in ashes—An oriental sign of deepest
humiliation. 7. And his nobles—It was
voluntary on his part to associate his great
men’s names with his own, a possible fruit
of his repontance, JBeast—Of burden,—
herses, mules, etc. Herd nor flock—Cattle
nor sheep. JLet them not feed—They were
not driven to pasture, nor fed until evening.
8. Cry and turn—Prayer and reformation
belong together. Every one from his evil
way—Public repentance would be attained
by each person forsaking his halitual,
favourite sins, one by one. The violence—
The special sin of Nineveh, In their hands
—The ill-gotten gain must be restored. 9.
Who can tell?—They had heard of God’s
justice ; they were not yet assured of his
meroy. 10, God repented—God changed not
his purpose, but his outward act. IT'his
Ninoveh was not the wicked Ninoveh which
had been threatened.

SuBJzors Yo SprorAL REpoRTS,—Jonah's:
prayer.—Compare Jonah's restoration with
the apoatle Poter’s,—Ninoveh from the
Bible.—Nineveh from the inscriptions.—
Repentance.—Forgivencss on condition of
repentance.—Repentanco ascribed to God.

QUESTIONS.

IntropGOTORY,—What do we know of
Jonah during his imprisonment? What do
you know of Assyria’s importance? What
‘Assyrian kings are mentioned in the Bible?
Where was Nineveh ! What was the char-
actor of its people? Why has it been of
special interest during the last forty yeara?

Supseor: REPENTANGE AND Renussion

OF DINS.,

I, Tie Propuer RESTORED (vs. 1-4).—
‘What was Jonah's sin? (°h°l}_'r 1.} What
wero its ovil consequences? How did he
show hia penitenco ? (1. 12; 2,7, 8.) What
deiiverances were granted him? Is relief
from punishment all that o &nitent man
desires? How fully does d forgive?
(Hosga 14. 4.) Need forgiven sinnera des-

ir of usofulness? (John 21, 16-17; Acts
22, 1921; Rev. 6. 9, 10) What is the

speoial duty of those who have ever ylelded
to griovous tomptation? (Psa, 51. 12, 133
Luke 22. 81, 32.) May we then sin in ox-

ootation of deoper ropoentance? (Rom, 8,

) To what was Jonah restored? (v. 2.)
Does God genorall\y Five a4 a socond call to
the samo work? What ovidenco of Jonah's
now obodionce? (va. 3, 4.) Tho porils of
his mission? What was his subjcot? Do
all sinners have ar long warning as ho gave?
What doea overy sin desarve?

II. THe PROPLE REPRNTANT (v8. §5-0),—
How was Jonah's preaching recolved !
What evidenco of its truth had the hearors !
(Rom, 2, 15.) What proof of sincority did
the king give? His proclamationt What
shows that God regarded thoe animals?
(4. 11.) Does ho orpect us to remember
their comfort? {Prov 12. 10.) The special
sins of Nineveh? (Nahum 3, 1) What
five oloments of true repentance ontered
into this great revival? Why do natural
sins recoive their deserts in this world }

III, Tur PounisumeNt REMITIED (v, 10),
—Doos God change his purposes? (Mal. 3.
6.) Under what circumstances does he
change his acts? (Jer. 18, 8.) What name
is here given to that change! How did
Jonah express tho Central Truth? (2. 9,
le.) Was God's justice shown in, forgive-
ness? (1 John 1, 9.) If the city fell into
further sin was it mafo? (Ezok. 18, 24.)
Make porsonal application of the Golden
Text,

PRACTIOAL,

1. We nover recoive exactly the samo
command or invitation from God twice,

2. Take sides openly, firmly, against
whatever you believe to bo bad,

3. A good man Is known, not onlfv when
he atands, but when he rises after falling,

4. A cracked conscience is not easily
soldered.

5. It is not enough to fast for sin; we
must fast from it,

6. Keep the winning, koop the sinning,

7. We are not justified by hopo ; that is
not the ground of pardon.

8. Bolief in God, sorrow felt and ex.
pressed, prayer, the putting away of sin,
roparation, permanently and perasistently,
enter into true repentanco,

Review Exeroisz. (Forthe wholo School
in concort.)

Did Jonah heed God’s second call? ANs.
He arose and went unto Ninoveh. What
message did ho take? Ans, Yet forty days,
and Nineveh shall be overthrown. How
wasg it received ? ANS. The whole city re.
pented, and cried mightily to God, What
did God see? ANS. That they turned from
their ovil way., Did he destroy the city?
Ax2, He did not.

BO.726.] LESSON VIIIL [Nov. 22,
Hzzrkian's Coop REeieN,
2 Kings 18, 1-12,  Commit to mem. vs. 67,
GoLpeN TexT.

He did that which was right in the sight
of the Lord.—2 Kinga 18. 3,

CeNTRAL TRUTH,

True religion is the basis of a nation's
proaperity.
DaiLy Rrapines,

M. 2XKingsl7.1-14. Th. 2 Chron. 30, 1.27
Tu. 2Kings 18, 1-12. F. 2 Chron, 31, 1-21
W, 2Chron, 29. 1.36. Sa, Isa. 5. 1-14,

Su. Prov, 1. 20-38.

Time,—Ifozokiah began to reign B, C.
726, more than a century after the death of
Elisha, our last lesson in Kings,

Praoge.—The kingdom of Judah, espe-
clally Jerusalem,

INTRODUOTION,—We pass over at least 75
yesrs sinco the era of Joash. Tho kingdom
of Isracl was growing worse and worse;
that of Judah had varied fortunes,

all he could to ruin Judah, religiousl d
politically, » FEgIotEy an

Hrres over HArD Praoss.—1. Hezekiah
—Son of Ahaz; a good son of a bad father.
Ko was the 13th king of Juaah, 2. Daugh-
ter of Zachariah—Probably the prophet who
helped Uzziah (2 Chron 28, 5). ~ High places
—Sec Les, 3, 4th Quar, Groves—Rather,
wooden ﬁillum of Ashtoreth, ZThe brazen
serped—Num. 21, 4.8, He called #t—They
called it: its popular name had been
A{:hzfahtana;u pie(it’: 1of braas,
city in south-west Palestine, towards E 3
9. Shalmaneser came up—B.C, 723, ' H%ygz.
gan the slege. His successor, Sargon, took

The'
last king, Ahaz, the father of Hezekish, did’

8, Qaza—A

it in B.0. 721; honco it is sald in v, 10,
s thoy (not Shalmanoser, but the Assyrians)
took it.” 11, Ialah, Goxan—Reglons in
Mesopotamia, beyend the river Huphrates,
Hibor 18 the river of Gozan. This wae
the end of the kingdom of Isracl.

Supsrors ¥or Speolan Reronts,—Heze-
kiah.—l'he kingﬁlom ng Ahaz loft it.—Tho
ovils deatroyed by tho great revival.—Tho
methods and instrumentalities of the rovival
(2 Chron, chs, 29-31),—Tho ){rosporiby fol.
lowing the rovival.—The end of the king-
dom of lernol, Light on this poried from
tho Assyrian inscriptions.

QUESTIONS.

IntTRovUCTORY. —How much timo inter.
venes botwoen this lesson and the last?
Who are now reigning in Israel and Judah?
What was the goneral state of the king-
doms? In what books of the Biblo is the
roign of Hezokinh recorded?

Supskor: A GRrEAT REvViVAL,

I. Kine Hrzegian (v, 1.3)—Who woro
the poarents of Hozokinh? What kind of a
man was his father? (2 Kings 16. 2.4.)
Why is his mother’s nnmo mentioned ? How
long did he reign? What was tho char-
acter of Hozokish? What prophets lived
in his time?

II, Tur Stare or THX KINuUDOM WHEN
HX BEGAN T0 RrioN.—In what state had
Ahaz left the kingdom to his son ? (2 Kings
16. 3, 8, 17; 2 Chron, 28, 4.6, 17-25; 29,
6-9.) What was the causo of this sad atate
of affairal

III. Tur GrrRAT REvVIVAL (vs, 4.6),.—
When did Hezekiah begin to roform the
kingdom? (2 Chron. 29. 3.) What groat
mooting did he hold? (2 Clivon, 30. 1, 5,
21.23,) What was done at this meeting?
(2 Chron. 30. 21, 22, 27.) What wore the
peopla aroused to do? (v, 4; 2 Chron, 31.
1) What were the high places? The
groves! Give an account of the brazen
sorpent, (Nuwm. 21, 4-0.) Why was it dos-
troyed ! Meaning of ** Nchushtan?” What
was done to tho houso of God? (2 Chron,
29, 4, 6.) Ax to tho sorvices of the temple?
(2 Chron, 31. 2.) What as to singing?
(2 Chron. 29. 25.28.) What as to prayer?
(2 Chron. 29. 30; 80. 27.) What as to in-
struction? (2 Chron. 30. 22; 31, 21.)
What as to benevolent contributions? (2
Chron, 3l. 4, 6.) How aro these things
always affected by o rovival of religion?
What is sald of Hezokinh's own character?
(vs, 6, 6.)

1V, Tugr REvIVAL o¥ RELIGION YOLLOWED
BY NATIONAL PROSPRRITY (Va. 7, 8).—What
is said of Hezekinh's prosperity ? (2 Chron.
32, 27.30.) What was the sourco: of this
prosperity? (v. 7.) What had Hezckinh
to do with i6? (vs. 6, 7.). Is religion and
morality the true foundution of prosperity
that)promiso does Christ give us! (Matt,

. 33.

V. Turx END of INCORRIGIBLE SINNERS
(vs, 2-12),—When did the kingdom of Isracl
come to an end? By whose weans? Did
theso captives over return? \Why way this
destruction sent upon them?! Name over
the various things God had done to make
thom good and prevent their ruin? Docs
God do all he can to lead men to himself 1
Why do any perish ?

LErssoNS FRON THE GREAT Rrvivan,

1. A young man muy bo good oven if his
circumetances aro bad,

2. The first need of men and of nations
is a revival of rsligion, ’

3. There is a divine and a human instru.
mentality in every work of graco,

4. Therr arve two processes in a revival,—
dea:-oymé the evil, and building up the
good,

5. God dour all he can to provent the des-
truction of mon, by his word, his providence,
his 'bipxrit, his discipline, his blessings, his
people.

6 Thoss who will not vepent will finall
be out off, and that without:p romedy y

Rrvikw Exeromse. (For tho whole school
in concort.)

1. Who was one of the bost kings of
Judah? Axs. Hezokiah, who reignedgfrom
728.698 B.C. 2. What was the stato of the
kingdom whken he asconded the throne?
ANs, 1t was very low in hoth its religious
and its worldly condition. 3. What took

place under this pious kingi ANs, There |

was o great revival of religion. 4. What
was the state of tho kingdom at his death?
Axs. It was victorious, rich, and prospor-

ous, 5. What becamo of the kingdom of |

Inrael ?

Axs, It' wes tclally destroyed
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