MISCELLANEOUS.

THE DESTRUCTIVE TORNADO AT NATCHEZ,

Tur follywing letter, (which we have permis-
sion to publish,) addressed by the Rev. 8. G.
Winchesier to his friend, the Reve W Blood, A,
M., whois nt present officiating, with great ac-
ceplance and vsefulness, amon? ditfcrent congre-
gations in this city 5 furnishes a melancholy corro-
toration of the accounts which have appeared in
the public prints relative to the recent tremendous
catastrophe ot Nalchez and its aciehbourhood;
and while it excites oursympathy for the bereaved
aad sutlering families which have survived, should
also fill our hearts with gratitude to Almighty God,
that in this northetn clime we are happily free
from those visitations of storm and tempest, by
which the regions of the south are so frequently
savaged i —

Natcuee, May 11, 1810,

Bear Pragsp,—1 have just reeerved yours of
tue <d May. 1 Lasten toanswerits As a city,
we ore fo ruins,  You will doubtless have heard
betore this reaches you, that an awful tornado has
swept over our cily, and leid us to the dust.
There is scarcely an entire house standing in the
city, 1t occurred on Thursday last, between one
and two o’clock, My chimnies wete blown down
—the two gable ends of my house blown out—the
Lack gatlery blown away--my trees and tenceson
the gtounds  More than three handred lives were
losty, and more than five nullions of property,
Three steamboats and shout ninety flat boafs,
with all their crews and cargoes, enfirely lost.
‘The Methodist church is in ruius; the stecple of
mine thiown down ; and part of the roof of the
Epinm{ul is sone. The wholescene is one of La-
exampled distress.  Every holcl is demolished ;
anc end of the City Hotel and one end of the Man-
sion-kouse remain.  The tavern under the hill 1s
even with the ground, and eleven dead bodies
have been dug from the ruing, The theatreis in
perfect ruins. Mr. Wilson’s store, where your
coats were, is uttetly destroycd, and partly blown
into the river ; il your coats were ot sent, they
are now forever lost. 1 arrived in the night atout
onz oclock, and found my fomily atlwell; they
kave been mercifully spated fivm the desolating
hurricane.

We are all in coafusion. I have boarded up
my house, aad retumed to it today. [ wrnite now
in hestey but will wiite sca again s soon as 1
hear from you, and know when you sail for Ena-
land, and where I am to dircct ‘my letter. My
wife juins me in kind regards to you,

2xcusz hestey and belicve me cyver your sincere
f:i:n&.‘.

8. G. Wisnenasten.

Varve or one Biste.~Were it possible to re-
aiize the idea that only a single copy of the bible
was vpen eauth; and that alt mankina knew where
it was deposited ; with what delizht would myriads
press fo the favoured spot l—what pilanimages
would be undertaken to catch cven a glimpse of
the inestimable treasuie ! Kings would lay down
their crowss before ity and sages press from the
shades of retiremént, and the schools of science,
to partake of wislon at the fountain which mercy
had unlocked. And is the value of thistreasure he-
coine impaired because means are devised o ren-
der it accessible to all?  Is the lizht of revelation
less valuable because it no longer admits a ¢ strug-
sling ray’? through the jealows door-wiys and
narrow windosws of the temple, but bursts forth in
all the Lrightacss of its mujesty, to console and
cheer 2ad anireate the universal family of man 24—
Dudley,

Angevote oF Quiny Buizarnetin—Bacon, in
his Apophthegms, relstes the following 2necdote :
—~—Queen Elizabeth, secing Sir Edward ——ew. in
her garden, Jooked ont 2t her window, and asked
kim, in Italian, ¢ What does a man think of when
ke thinks of nothing?®?  Sir Edwird, who had
not had the eflects of some of the Queen’s grants
30 500D as he had hoped, made answwer s ¢ Madam,
he thinks of a woman’s promise.”” The Queen
shrunk in her head, but was heard to say, & Well,
Yir Edward, I must not confute you: an;zer mokes
dull men witty, but it keeps them poor,”

THHE WESLEYAN.

Bxtnacr srom Rusi’s Mesoraxna or A Re-
stpENc aT s Count or Loxvox.—¢ When the
Prince came fiom his apattinent, cilled in the lan-
guage of palaces his closety into the entré roo:ine,
I prosented to him Mr. John Adams Swith, as
public secretary of the legation, and Mr. Ogle
Taylan, as attached to it pelson:\{ly. Other spe-
ciul presentations took plece 3 amongst then, that
of the Prince of Messe Hemberg, by Lord Stew-
arty Loth distinguished in the then recent battles
of the continente  The Prince Regent oved
about these rooms, until he had addressed evesy
body ; all waating lus salutation.  Domis hitherto
shut, now opcnca, when a new scene appeared.
You heheldy in a gorgecous mass, the company
that had twned oft to the rights  The opening of
the dvors was the signal for the commencement of
the general levee. 1 remained with others to
sce it,  All passed, one by one, before the Prince,
each receiving a momentary salutation, To a
few he addiessed conversation, hut briefly 5 as it
stopped the lines All were in rich costumes Men
ol genius and science were there ; the nollity
weie numerousy, so were the military.  There
werc fiom forty to fifty generals; perhaps as ma-
ny adnnrals 3 with thionzs of officers of rank in-
ferior, [ remaiked upon the number of the
wounded. ¢ Who is that,® I asked, ¢ pallul, but
with a countenance so animated 2* ¢ Thal’s Ge-
neral Wallier,? | was tol}, ¢ who was pierced with
bayouctsy whilst leading on the assault at Radc-
jos.* ¢ And he, close by, tall but limping ¢
¢ Colondd Ponsonby ¢ he was left for dead at Wa-
terloo; the cavalry, it toas thought, had trampled
upon him.? Then came one of like port, but de-
praved of a leg, and as he moved slowly onward,
the whisper went, ¢ That's Lord Anglesea? A
fontth hidbeen wounded at Seringapatam ; 1 fifth
at ‘Talavera; sume had suffered in Egypt, some
in Ancrica,” ‘There were those who had reccived
scafs on the deck with Nelson j others who car-
iivdd thean lioin the days of Howe, One,yes one,
had fought at Saratoga, It wos so that my en-
quiries were answered.  All had ¢ done their du-
ty.? this was the favourite praise bestowed. They
had earned a title to come before their sovereign,
and read in his recoguition their country’s appio-
bution.?

Anil does the hero of a hundred battles consides
himself as amply 1ewaided for the perils, toils and
wounds of his militury career, by the approving
tecoguition of his priuce, and the grateful plou-
dits of his country ?  Let the Christian warnor
continue courageously to fight the ¢ good fixht of
faith,” and resist the spititval enemies ol hissoul
and of his God!y and he will be s snore than con-
qucioy?’ and finally realize the fulfilment of that
grest promisz, ¢ 1 will give him the momung
star®—yca, ¢ To him that cvercometh will I
gant to sit with me in my throne, even as 1 also
overcame, and am set down with my Fother in
his throne.”~—Rev. iii. 21.

About thisty streets of the city of Pompeii, after
having been covered with the lava and ashes fiom
Vesuvius, for nearly 1800 years, are now restored
to light, forming a thiré part of the town: the
walls which formed its ancient enclosure have
been recognized s & magniticent amphitheatre, 2
theatre, a forum, the temple of Isis, that of Venus,
and a number of other buildings, have been clear-
ed ; the secret stairs by wi. 1 the priests ol those
times slily crept to prompt the o .cles have been
detected 5 hut the works are progressing very
slowly, owing to the want of funds,

Tuosas a Keaurss.— This Thomas was called
a Kempis from a little village of that name in the
diocese of Cologne, where he wasborn in the year
of our Lord 1373. His parentage and fortune were
mean: at 13 ycars old he bezan his studies, and
about 19 betvok himself to a Monastery of Augus-
tin’s Monks. About five and twenty he took the
habit of that house and order ; there he continued
for the space of scventy years, particulatly emi-
nent for his piety, humility, diligent study of the
Holy Scriptutes, anxicty of life, moving eloquence
of discourse, and extraordinary zeal in prayer. In
his person, hie was of middle stature, of 8 strong
hrown -complexion, a lively pietcing eye, and a
sight s0 good that though he Jaboured much under
infirmitics of old age, yet he was never reduced
to the use of spectacles. Me dicd July 25th,

1471, in the ninety-second year of his age.~—Co-
lonial Churchmen, .

There is at present in the grapery of Col. Co-
nally, at Castictown, a vine measuring the extra-
ordinary length of 100 feet 3 and, in order to thin
the ciop, the gardencr cut away 2,000 bunches
of grapes, leaving to ripen the prodigioua quantity
of 3,600 bunches.  This is the largest and most
productive vine in this country.—Dublia paper.

Last year, in a feld ot Three Rivers, two seeds
were sown, which produced the saine scason, two
cat loads of vegetable melons,

2/
POETRY.

THE TRIUMPY OF TRUTH.

*Tis bi.ilt on a rock, ard the tecmpest may ravey
1ts solid foundation repels the proud wave;
Though Satan himsclf should appear in the van,
Truth similes at the rage of the anbdcd clan.

“ Like the sun going furth® in his mighty career,
‘I'o gludden the carth and illumine cach sphere ;
‘The chariot of Trath shall in majesty roll

O'cr climalc, isle, ocean, to each distant poles

A glorificd course it shall nobly puesue,
Eucircling with radiance both Gentile and Jew:
And millions of heathens, theie idols despising,
Shall bask in the lizht, arnd exult in its rising!

The shadows that cover the regions of Han

Shall vanish, or Bame with the Yight of the Lans:
Each lovely green islang, that gcms the salt wave,
His teuth will convert, his philantbropy save !

Already a gloty has flamed in the West;
Poor Negrocs with spiritual frcedom are blest §

The palms of the South show its beautiful blaze ;
And the Boreal pines have been tipt with its rays

A voice in the descr!, a vojce in the nood !

A voice o%cr the twountain and bitlowy flood ¢
““Thy glory is come ;" abject heathen, “ arise,
And shine,” like & new-riscn star in the skics ¢

4 A Star in the Edst” is to millions display’d,
Whosc lustre has sunk the proud Crescent in shads
O'cr the datkness of nations, for ages forlorn,
Bright Truth is diffusing ruillennial 1o ¢

O'er pagod and altar the Cospel has blazed;

The Brahmin has wonder'd, the Moslem has gaz'd 3
‘The vision dclightful shall Salem behold ;

Aud, under one Shepherd, the world be one fuldt

The sign of the Cross has appear’d— the blest sign;
And faith has decypher'd e molto diviue,

¢ He 1nust reign” till the nations in homagebow dowa ;
The wicked his footstool— hclicvers his crown.

Life’s river of crystal shall every where flow,

Till flowerless desects & paradise grow ;

And wilds Uleak and barren burst out in the glory,
Predicted by Secrs in prophetical story.

The record denounces that Babel shall fali;
Priest, pagod, fane, idol, mosque, minarct—~all
The strong holds of Satan 10 ruins be hurl'd ;
And glory shall cover our desolate world ¢

The mighty may fight with JEHOVAR'S decree
And the sceptic may write that it never shall be ;
But the finger of time on its dial shall stop,
Ere one promisc prove false, or one prophecy drop ¢
Go, stop it, proud scorners § alas, it is vain !
Ye may as well e up the winds with a ehaln
Or the stars, or the tides of the ocean control ;
Or fusc the vast ices that rivet the pole.
MARSDRN.
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