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the vague fancies of girllîood, were now mnerT-
elflto a brigbî and beatutiful reality, and could

4he have forgotten the dark cioud which over-
huing the fortunes of bier bouse, sîte migbîlhave
4gIlv0 uip bier lieart to hope and bappiness.-

Utta bliglit biad eariy fadien tupon lier life, and
eveCfl Wbile listeingc to lier lover's tentlerncss,
8h1 feit a cold isgiving of tue approaob of

IvlLord Dulmiaine w'as neither vicions lu
habi1, for dleprnLve lu n eart-lîe wvas ofîiy Mut-

t 5yCfisr. o dircd Mary' s sin oular beau-
W>, he p itied bier weakne-ss of mind, (for sueh,

&Parc toim, lier gloomny fancee,) and ho
lieeoed ber noble fortunes. Wîitisnobl notions

et liiseif to the task of gaining bier alc
and bis worldly wisdonî was more titan

4Rttao for Mary's guileiess ignorance. It
9n2il, one of these momnen ts of confidence tlîat

thîe reîaîcd 10 liim the wild legend of bier an-
'ýStOr's crime and punisbment. But t1w man
ofthe world bad littie symipatby wvith the fan-
01fttl entbuisiast. Ho smiied at lier crcduiîy,
%oOthed bier excitod feelings, affected 10 sym-
P4tbize la ber nielaaoboly, and inly resolvcd

ried bier as quickly as possible, lest miad-
115 sbouid snatch from lus grasp tbe riclh

Pie wbicb. he souglît. With the cntlbusiasm
80 Ilaura to lier character, Mary lîad yieldcdd
UP lier wboie lîeart 10 its new passion, and oven
'While sho looked forward to marriage as the
'181l Of lier broken vow and lier fatal destiny,

sieresolved to wed the lover wvbo woood witlî
Shaeh earxnest fondness.

e8Itiy an ominous shako of the bead was
%ee nmong tbo peasants, as Lord Deimaine
led bis bride froui the cburcb wbere tlîey bail
lighted t'heir vows.
94A, a y, it is a bravo bridai," said an nid,

rePi ature, as she bobbied to a seat on a
to Isto10 , 10 watcb the procession; Il tis n
rav4ýe bridai, but thora il be n braver burial.
1 %' hy forgotten the ourse of tbe Dark

44YofOxenlianaii Witli a woinan camie
h1t eurse, by a woinan must il ho fulfilli2d."

17bese words were not lost upon their bear-
er d e 1 re te sun set, îboy lîad cloudefi the

b rid. and troubled the spirit of the youtbful
ho. t Lord Delmaine bore bier to the
rifl 0f bis fatbers, and amid the soeiety of

1 1
'~friends, and lte gaieties of neav scenos,

aheerove 10, for-et the evil auguries of bier
fate.

]ý1t tlime passed on, and beavier trials befel
the sensitive héiress of Oxenbam. Yet how
hf1Y the pan ot the iegendary descrîbe the gra-
d11a1 growth of coldncas, distrust, indîfference,
%4 twO wedded bearts ? How depict te pro-

grress of petty annoyances and trillingrgrieVafil
ces, until lbey becanie seriouscvils and iighty
wrongs. Lord Delmaine fancied himself a
good husband, because hoe ncitlicr insulted bis
wifo by open infidolities, nor restrictcd lier
from indulging ber own tastcs and pleasures.
Ho surrounded ber w'ith luxurios, and pridcd
himiself iipon tho lavisli expendituro with wbieh
hie purelîased thomn, but hoe lad no idea that
iluty requircd him to watch over the excitabie
nature of lus younga wife, and to guard lier
front disappointiment and sorrow. Ho w'as a
grood n atured, carcless, fashionable husband,
ani wuhl a woman of worldl y cluaracter, might
haive managed to livo in peace, if flot biappiness.
But hie had chosen a wifé whose morbid féci-
iliffs had becux cherisbied in soiitude-whiose
imagination had aiways ex-.ceded bierjd-
ment-who had nover lcarned tlue miystic loro
of tho buman hcart. To siuch a wonian, bis
negct and indifference, bits cutreleas m.annrer,
anul frequ.ent absence fromn home, seonîcd tiho
heighit of crucity and insuit. Site brooded
over wrongs in secret, anti mot Ilini ton ofterx
witb murimurs antd reproaches. Tbe passion-
aie nature of lier race existed in fîtill vigor in
tho fragile formi of the last of the fanîîly, and
the vory strencgîh of lier aflèction for bier bus-
baud, gave new bitternoas Io lier angcer at is
estrangement. Lord Delmaino was incapable
of coouprebiending fully the cliaracter of bis
stisec-ptil)lO wife; ho knev flot upoui low nic
a balance bung the faculties of bier minci, or, it
may ho hopefi, lio wouid bave been lcss care-
less of exciting lier restlcss and rnoody spirit.
Ho encountered bier sorrow witb indifèronce,
ber reproaches witb anger, anîd finally weari-
cd witlî the daily excitemnents of so stormy a
life, Mary determined to returii 10 the loneli-
nesa of OxenliaunH1all. Lord Delmaine wouhi
scareiy have conscntcd so rcadily to bier de-
sire, liad hoe known tltat the darling wisb of
bis bcart-tho birti of an becir, Nliieh. could
alono ensitre 10 1cmii the futture possession of
tho Oxenlîam estates, was an near ils fulfil-
meut. But there was no longer any confidence
between the husband and wife, and hae saw
bier depart wvitb scarce a senîblance of regret.

It was witb sad and troubled feelings that
the Lady of Oxenbamn entcrcd once more with-
lu the walls of thîe home wbich sho liad left a
happy and loving bride. The omiens wbich
liad saddened bier spirit in the da ys of bier cbild&
lîood, bad, many of thcm, beon fulfilied, and
others seemed verging towards their accom-
plishment. She believed that the curse had
failen upon lier, and feUt herseif doomed tu


