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ge coach will stop for us as it passes?”
u}o, my dear,” he replied, “I thought 1
culd put it off till this afternoon; and when
s afternoon came I forgot all about it.”
uWell, I declare, Mr. Saunter, that is too
We ghall be left behind after all ; and it
Al be three days before there will be another
portunity to go. And here we areall ready,
cked up and waiting te start. How uncom-
rtable these three days will be.”

“0Oh! never miad, my dear, I will be vp
tly in the morning, and send Mr. Jones’
ed man, Nathan, down to the place in the
zd where the coach passes, to stop it, when
will come along—"

“10cll, we shall be left behind, I know we
all. T thought something would happen to
ppoint me. I declare, if T once get back to
siladelphia, I never will go into the country
in,” &c. &c. &c. This was merely the
t. The lecture lasted three quarters of an
ur, without greatly disturbing the equanimi-
of Mr. Saunter. Custom will reconcile a
2n 0 uny thing—even to curtain lectures.

The next morning, all was bustle and ac-
sity.  The lady and children werc up benmes
d dressed for the journey; Mr. Saunter se-
tantly obeying the fifth ond last call, at
gth rose and made himself ready. Ahasty
eakfast was dispatched, and Nathan was
ly sent off to his pos®, to stop the coach.
It happened, however, that after he had stood
gatinel 3 full half hour, an unruly cow from
highway broke through the fence and
tmped into ono of his master's enclosures,
phercupon Nathan, considering his duty in
hat quarter paramount, deserted his station
kad ran o to turn the animal out and repair
he breach. While he was thus employed, one
f the farmer’s children, playing in the feld,
pw the coach approaching, and ran to the
suse with the intelligence. Instantly the
arty obeyed the summons. The farmer's
ldest boy took the travelling trunk on his
poulder, Mr. Saunter sejzed his porimanicau
od umbrells, and Mrs. Saunter her basket,
4 the children following non passibus acquis,
fi they set, upon the run, towards the high-
y. They saw the coach coming rapidly
long. The children shouted, the Jady waved
handkerchief, and the gentleinan uplified
is voice and his umbrella at the same time.—
at it was all in vain. They were not seen
or keard ; and the coach whirled pastlong be-
¢ they could reach the dewared pownt. The
nly consolation they had was that of sceing

that the vehicle was packed full, with four pas-
gengers outside, besides the driver.

“I told you so, Mr. Saunter,” said the Jady.
“I knew it would be so. We never shall get
home again. 1 give up all expectation of it
now. We are here for life.”

“ Never mind, iy dear,” said Mr. Szunter,
“it is no great loss any how; you sce the
coach is full, and ten to one they could not
have taken usin. We shall have better Juck
next time.”

I don't believe,” said Mrs. Saunter, * they .
were so full that we could not bavebeen stow-
ed away somewhere. Itis the old story. It
always was so and always will be so. This
all comes, Mr. Saunter, of your way of driving
things off.”

I beg your pardon, my dear,” replied the
gentleman with great suavity of maoner, “I
beg your pardon; but it does scem to me tbat
in the present case our disappointment is ow-
ing to Nathan's driving things of’; for if he
bad not gone to drive the cow out of the Seld,
we should not have missed the coach.”

Thus pleasantly and affectionately chatting,
the worthy covple returned to the farm-house.

The lady now took the matter seriously in
hand herself, and the next time the stage
coach passed a passage was secured and the
party were safely landed at their residence in
own. Among the many letiers and papers
awaiting Mr. Saunter’s return to his home,
was a notice from the Firednsurance Compa-
ny, that the term of his policy had expired,
This was instantly scized by Mrs. Saunter.

“ Now, my dear, run right down to the In-
surance Oifice, and have this policy renewed.
1 shan’tslecp a wink to-nightif it is not done.”

“Bui, my dear, you do not consider how
much I am fatigued. I will attend to it to-
morrow. The house has stood very safcly
here for a whole month without iasurance,
and I think 1t may stand onc day longer with-
out much nsk. At least let me have my din-
ner first.”

This point was conceded, but the wiole din-
ner hour was occupicd with a discussion on
the iimportance of msurance in general-and in-
surance on dwelling-houses in particular.

}Mr. Saunter went out after dinner, ang did
not return until a Jate hour in the cveniog.
The first salutztion from his lady when they
met was,

“* Have you insured the houss 7'

¢ Indeed, my dear —

“There. 1 knew you had not attended t0
1. You arc always driving things ofl”



