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HE littie volume of poemns
pubiied, anionymiotisly
under this humble titie
(Veérses on Va> ious Oc-
casions,) produced an
impression immiiediately
bu tspbiaon not

on])ai-orgCathoiics
but amo- English

readers in general, wbich
couid hardly have beern caused by a
volumn-e of p)oems fromi any other write" of
the day, with the exception l)erhal)s of
th1e Lauircate. The explanation is to be
found in the initiais j. HI. N. at. the end
of the p)reface-a shiature long ago of
world-wide celebrity. ... As long as
any miemiory of the Engilsb nation and
the Englisli language r-nnains amiong
n-ien. Dr. Newman, we doubt not, wili
1be remiembered and reverenced ; not
indeed as one of tbe few whomi poetr>'
lias made great, but as one of the great
mien who have wirtten poetry"-H. W.
WVilberforce.

't'bis critic niiigbit have added that when
Macauiy's famnous New Zealander stanid3'
U--ûfl a broken arch of the tottering Lon-
don bridge and meditates upon the ruins
of Wes-iiniister and bis musings oscillate
towards the iliustrious writers of England,
he wii1 rate Newman as one of the miost
brilliant gems in bier iiterary diadem.
It wouid b2 foolhiardy to deny, that the
ceiebrated Cardinal was orne of the ablest
wielders of' the pen that the Englisli race
bas produced during the present Century.

Somne may be surprised and suspicious
when we ::Iaini that the soul of tbe move-
ment wbich deprived the estaib...jted
Church of E ngland of ber best and brain-
iest m-en, also possessed and exerciqed
the rarest poetical gifts. It does, indeed,
seemn soxnewvhat strange and incredible
thiat lie who wvas so devoted to the interior
life and so ascetic in character. sbould
make a successfüi essay into the province
of poetry and grand forth flot heavy mon-

otonous pieces of prosy verse, but should
strike sonie of the sweetest notes in the
grand orchestra of Engiish song. 'l'le
world is reluctant to admit that a mani
wbo is distinguisbied in scîenc&' a miaster
of prose, and a lucid, convincatig, preacher
can aiso take a biglh rank in a line appar-
entiy so adverse to bis o%ýn. But to
those wbo carefuUly observe the trend of
affairs and are flot content witb a suiper-
ficiai ýiew of a subject, it is quite evident
tiiat the self-samie qualitiec. that produce a
successfui preacher sbould be those tbat
enter miost iargely into tbe rnake-up of a
great poer.

Lest this should seeni to be captiaus
special lileading, wc wouid mierely draw
attention to the fact, that lie who played
witb sucb a niaster-band upon the choids
of the Iiunian heart as to be the leader of
tbe greatest and grandest schooi of
tbotb that England bas seen during
this nineteentb century of enligbtiwent an~d
l)rogress ; wh) -delivered ser mons laden
witb the bigliest spiritual conceptions,
compristng as one critic lias said "the
grasp) of a strong nian's hand wvîth the
trenibling tenderness of a woman's lieart,"
most assuredly could have taken a fore-
rnost place arnong the poeis of iwankind.

Those whio have pondered over and
and studied Newman have ail comie to
the one conclusion that liad lie devoted
bimseif entirely to literature he wotild
bave been a poet. "<A sermion fromn Ibîm,"
says Froude, "Iwas a poemn formed on one
distinct idea." Professor Sbhairp ob-serves
"4that bie spoke out tbe trutbis tbat were
within bim, spoke tbem witb ail the fervor
of a prophet and the severe beatity of a
poet.,

Another critic 'vrites-"Tble very open-
ing of ca/lista shows the scbolar and the
pýoet .. ...... e elernents of spiendor
and beauty are brought together by a
miaster-band and the effect is goigeous

.b .Te tuneful modulation of the
sentences cannot fail to strike the reader':


