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1-signal hionor con-
~ j ferred UI)Of mie this

11 evcning by the Liniver-
sity of Otawnà, awakens

' feelings of sincere grati-
itude and legitimiate

i~,...Z-¼±-=pride. It werc inipos-
'1!~isible for nie, in my in-

expressive laiLutage, to convey any
adequate idea of the sentiments that
animate mie. Therefore, 1 conclude that
the less 1l attexnpt in that direction the
more amn I likely to accouuplish.

Standing iii this splendid hall, under
the sacred roof of our A-llna Mia/e;; and
auîidst surrounidings such as you bchold
here !]his evening, it seerns to mle as if it
wvere ail a dreami, that the curtain of
intervening ýears hiad rolled up, while
nmemory, witlh magic wand, hiad sunimonied
before mie scenles long, vanish ed and actors
long since disappearedl.

As if it were but yesterday, I recaîl that
hour, in Septemiber, 1876, when I entered,
for a first timie, the old St. Joseph's
College. (;ood Brother Cooney-God
rest bis soul !-miet mie at the door. I-f e
ha-ýnded mie over to Father Moi-ois, Who,
in turn, began by threatening to pull nuy
ears until they wcre as long" as bis armis,
and to place mie beside the wvatier-cock
that twirlcd above the cupola on the old
edifice. l'ropheîic w-ms the w'ittyecione *
For to-night 1 feel as if somie mysterious
influience hand raised mie to that dizz'y
hieighit, and left mie there to twist and to
turn with every breath of surprise that
5weeps; arp'und Ile.

Coli, pari ive ly humble wvas the college
iii those days ; but ail great institutions
and ail inml)rrtnt humian events have hiad
humble origin. 'l Romie %vas% not huilt in
a day." 'l'lie fouindation wvas laid l)y
wvolf-suic'led twins ; it took centuries 10

accomplish the work ; but once the con-
struction wvas comJ)leted, Rome I)ecame
the Eternal City. Already hiad thie yen-
eral)le and ever-to-be-lamented l3ishop
Guiges organized the vast diocese of
Ottawa ; alreaidy had bis nîissionaries gone
forth to evangelize the Indian tribes and
carry the consolations of religion to the
whitenien, scattered i n groups throughout
the forests of the north ; already hiad the
grand 'vork of education been comrnenced
-they sowed, in fertile soi*, the seeds
that have since taken root, grown Up,
expanded, fructified, and the harvest of
which wve aIl reap to-day. l3encath the
purple of episcopal dignity that great and
good mani carried the insignia of bis deep)
huniliy. The wvork lie accomplishied can
only be thorougly understood by bis noble
and worthy successor. In the year 1844-
haîf a century ago-the Oblates of Mary
Ininmaculate arrived in *I3vtowvn, and, fromi
thjat day to the present, they have carried
on a îwo-fold wvork for Faiîlî and for
country. They carved out paths through
the wilderness ; with one hand they
i)lantited the Cross of Christ amnidst un-
troddlen "'ilds, while, witlh the other hiand
they beckoned on the advance guard of
civilization.

The year i85o belheld the ordination of
a man destined t0 play anl imp)ortant part
in the history of this City and of this sec-
tion of the country. At the nmle of
Father T1abaret I pause!1 Well do I
remieml)er that gloomy dlay in mid-winter,
i 886, wvhen His Grace. the gifted and
cloquent Archibisliop of Ottawa, pJro-
nounced the funeral oration iu the
]3a.,silica. In one phrase lie summned up
the life, the labors, thc virtues, the char-
acîeristics of the illustrinus dead. In an
ecstasy of eloquent sorrov 'te cried out,
«' i hzomme;z d'élite 1" V'es, truly 'vas


