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struction and mads the most of for the public banefit
Dut, at tho ssmo time, it Is not to bo supposed that
aven tho most carelass ecttlers would wittully deatroy
timber when they xnow that by selling it they would
get a large sum of money for it. No sottier would
think of injuring his whoat crop, and ft cannot be
fmagined that ho would act differently with his tim.
ber Oncolet & farmer know that the timber on his
tot {s wworth from $20 to £100 an acro, and thag thero 1s
s good marketfor it, and without doudt ho will not
wasto a treo.  So much for the objection regarding de.
struction—-an objeotlon that if not romoved ULy tho
soltinterost of avery gattler, could, at il avents, be
obviated by law.

As to tho other oblectlon, pamely, that settiers
would docamp as s00n as they had **cut thelr stick,”
that is, clesrod off the timboo—that, too, could Lo pro-
vented by appropriato lawe., But ft does seem as if
such cascs would be exceptlonal, and not tho rute. It
does not ecom as If It were probablo that a man who
went {nto tho woods anc settied on his jot, and made
a handsome revenue ‘ir the first three or four yoara
by solling his timber, would then turn round wheon his |
farm was cleared, and whea the virgin soi! was ready
to ylold him largo crups, and run away. 1t is not
likely that such a man would wilfully turn tho tables
upon his good fortune, and porhaps make himsolf
emenabdle to the Jaws—especially &8 by remainivg on
lls farm and continaleg to work (¢ for & few years |
longer, he would receivo a pateat of 11, and beablethen |
to sell it at a fair price §1 he toit so fnclined,

On tho whole, wo think tho Premier of Ontario has
not mado out a strong caso 1u favor of tits poltcy. e
has based his arguments on smistakes, misconceptions,
and fallacics. and furthoer,in inaugurating his policy
1o bas had to admit bty profound ignorance of tte ro- |
qulsite fnfurmation an which to found 1t. Undor such
clrcumstances wo can only hopo for tho best, What
Ontario wants i3 a proger and liberal free grant sys-
tem that will promote immigration and sccure the sct-
tloment of her wild lands. And it {e quito possible to
socure this rosult and also to preserve our valuable
forcsts from crimizal or carcless destruction. It i3
also possiblo to attain this objoct and to husband the |
timber resources of the cwuntry for the bonefit not |
ouly of the prosent, but also for the benetit ot future
gencratious,

WELLINGTON, GREY, AND BRUCE RAILWAY.
Ly the Editor of the Trade Reclew )

QU have, on two or three occasions, made referenco
10 the efforia which are beiog mado to securo the
constraction of 8 Rallway through the fertilo Counties
ot Wellington., Groy, and Bruce, and the rivalry
betweon Torontv and Hamilton in relation to that
work, In alato number you aliedo to the proposed
'no from Guelph to Lake Huron as a Hamilton enter.
prise, While the mwerchants of Hamilton very fairly
claim credit for the efforts they have made on bobalf
of that work, the description is hardly an accurate
ong, and. i3 calculated to mislead. Tho work s only s
Hamitton woix-in r0 tar that it gives to this city the
oppertunity of competing for the trado of that fine
districtof country. Butasamatter of fact, at Guelph,
tho pagsengers or produce comling over tho line are
half a mile nearer to Toronto by rail than to this city.
So that the enterpriso ought to be regarded as quite
as much » Toronto as & Bamilton enterpriso.

T porcelve that you are somowhat attracted by tho
project of & narrow ghugo rallway on the gr.und of
its. superior cheapness and greater adaptation for
opening up new districts One or two facts wil), I
think, cetdblish to ady reasopablo mind, that, bowever
well parrow gauge railways may have answered as
feeding lines in Quecnsland and Ncrway, it would be
the greatest folly to Duild such & road s s means ot
giving railway facilitics to the North Yest Counties.
Theze facts aro:

1st The moro entbusiastic advocates of the narrow
gabga raliway 4o not pretend that, tho cost boing the
same, they ara to be preferred, or considered even
equel, to the broad gavge. In the evidence of pro-
minent European Engincers, givenin arecent pam.
phict, by r. Geo. Laldlaw of Toronto, the energetio
promoter of the Toronto, Grey, sed- Bruce-Raliway,
the merlt ofjthe varrow gaugo reilwsy is put -wpon
the gronnd that it ¢an-be built through districts
through whith it would be hmpossible.to copstruct
tho moro enbstantial 4 £, 8% v, or Gt 61n. milway
Thos -thy whole question 18 reuced to this: Can’a

! Counties, and the necessary jucrease must add largely

-(narrow goage) would be ninoty miles, and-by 1ko

broad gauge raflway bo bullt throagh the Countles of

Wellington, Grov, aud Bruco? If it can, and if thero
is prospective trafo sufliciont to make it pay, there
can bo no doubt of the folly of adopting the narrow
gauge, fovolving a break of gauge and nocessary
transhipmeut ot ol! protuce at Toronfo for all timo
to como

2 Tua cast of the narrow gauge rallway, estimated
without an approach {0 an instrumental survey, 8
Gxed by {ts promoters at 815,000 a mile. DBut ja the
statoment of John T. Schiartz, Ditector of tho
Drammen  Ravdsffjord Railway, published by Mr
Laldiaw, tho cnst of tho 3 feet 6 fuch railway §s put
down at from £3,200 to £6000. And, when {t is re.
membercd that the cost of Iabour at tho Capa 13 much
foss thsn in this country, it s not too much tosay that
the roads cannot be bullt for Juss hore—that 1s1n round
@igures, fram $16,000 to 825,000,

8 Aoy ono who knows tha country shrough which
this proposed parrow gauge will run, will readily
bellevo the cost will mosre ncarly approach tho max
fmum than tho mintmum sum; the hoavy rock
cuttings through tho middle Siarian ridge, in making
tho mecent, from tho Lake uUbptario lcvel, of about
thirteen hundred feet, being a formidablo obstacle to
the cons*ruction of a railway direct from Toronto. If |
any ono deslres tu be convinced of this jet bimn travel
pn the Greai Western to Lopetown, or on the Grand
Trunk to Acton, and consider that the samo heavy
rock cuttings must bo mado oven for a lght narrow
gougo rallway golng from Loronto diroct to Lake
Huron.

4 Tho yuantity of rutling stock 1n uso on the Capo
railways, meativned by Mr. Schwartz, is utterly in.
sufliclent to movo the produco of tho North-West

to the capital account ot the proposed raflway.

5. It may, therefore, bo fairly assumed, even on tho
evtdence furnished.by the advocates of tho narrow
gaugo railway, that the cost of constructing it from
Torunto to Lake Huron wuuld oot bo less than from
420,900 to £25,000 per mile.

6 fsoud yun a copy of tue prospectus of tho Wel. |
Yingtun GLsey, and Bruce Raitway, with tho report of
George Lowe Roid, £4q., the ohicf Eaglucor of the
Great Western Railway Company, on tho survey ot the
Wellington seotion of the road. If you could find
apaco to, pablish Mr. Reid’s report, I would feel very
much obliged by your doing so. It will bo seen from
it that tho road can be built for 816,600 a milo; exclu-
sivarof rolling stock. Rolling stock can be furnished
new for about 23,000 a mile, But as the roadis buiit
on a unfform guago with the other roads of the Pro-
vince, rolling stock could be obtasned from therm, woll
suited to the immediate wants of the district, at a
lower price. It may be assumed that the road could
bo bullt and equipped for about $18,000 & mile; actu.
ally less than the narrow . gauge can be buiit for,
cwing to the fact that the former avoids the serions
engineering difficnities which the Iatter must
euconnter,

7. Thus on tho question of cost, the peoplo of the
North West Counties can have tho broad gauge road,
with tho 50 lbs. rail, and without the necessily of
transhipmant in going on to other roads, for less
money than would bp necessary to build the narrow
geago railway with 2t 1bs. rafl, and involving con-
stant transhipment,

Other faots in tho comparison of theso two roads
are irportant in considering their respective merits,

1, Tho relativo mileago length.to bo constructed.
Takinz tho village of Walkerton, which both the
Companies dexgn to reach, the length of road o he
constructed by the Toronto, Grey, 2od Bruco Rajlway

Wellington, Grey, aund Bruco Raflway bat sixty.
Thus, even assuning *ho ¢ost of the former at $15.000
a milo and tho latter at 818,000, the aggregato cost of
the narrow guage to-Walkeston wonld be $1,550,000,
aud of tho latter, $1,330,000¢ or taking the entire Iino
t» Southempton, by the narrow gauge, the cost would
be, at $15,050 a mile, $1,560,000, and by the Wellington,
Grey, aud Bruce, at $18,000. but §1,620,000°

2 Theso thirty rdditional miles of rajlway construc.
tion by tho natrow gauge, would be mainly through
a country already well supplied with railway facllitios,
and would thereforo boa direct competing line with
oxisting raflways. The narrow gqug'o raflesy bi;ecis
tho angle formed by the junctare of the Grand Trunk
-a3d Nortbern Railways at Torvonto, and at thirty
miles from To ‘onto woald stil} bo within twenty milés
of the Northern on tho ono side, and, if an air lino be

.atatasmen, it it most

taken to Mount Foroest, it would bo forty iles from

Tarouto, be within twonty miles of the Grand Trank
on tho other, While tho Welllngton, Qrey. and
Brace Rallway, bisecting the square formed by the
Northern, the uiand Trunk, the Bafhlo and Lake
Huron, and Lake Huron and the Georglan Ray. on-
counters no comyetition from Ita starting poirt at
Guelyb, being from thirty-five to ity miles from ane
existing ratlway on cither side, and traversipg. by o'l
odds, tho more fertita aud productive portlens of thoe
dlstrict. *

Thus the Wellington. Grey. and Druce postesecs
these advantages over tho Toronto, Grey, and Bruco
Ratlway.

1, 1y can be bullt for & quarter of a million of dol'ars
less capital than ts competitor. tho narrow gaug',
oven assumipg tho cost of tho lattor at tho correct
flgures given by its promotere.

2. It entircly avoids competitlon with exist'og
rallways,

8 Iv avalds afl engincering difficultles, and the
heavy grades—so fpjurious to rallways, which woust
bo encorntered by tuo narrow gaugo in ascending th
middie Sfiurian sidge,

4 Betog of uniform gruio with the existiog rail-
wajys, it avo-ds tho necoseity and evil of transhipment
and can at any timo enter into recoiving arrangemevts
with tbo urund Iruuk and Great Western Raflwavas
thas giviug to tho peopie of tho North West the choico
of markets at Guclph,

b. Being at Gueiph equally distant from the two
principal whotesalo emporiums of Ontario. Hamilron
aud Torvato, 1t gives to tho merchants of the Countles
of Weliivgton, Lrey and Bruce, the ohajce of markets
{a winch 10 buy onequal tormss o® If ha prefers gojong
to Montreal, ft cnables him to get his goods to anv
puiat on tho ratiway without breaking bulk, and
therefore without delay.

6. It traveises the beet portion of the County of
Wellington, which the narrow gaugo railway leaves
outiroly unsapphied with saliway accommodation

Thoso facts, which 1 bave endeavoured to glvo fn as
concise and brief & tora as possiblo, will, I think
prove toany reasonabio mind tho superority of tho
Wellington Grey, and Bruce Raflway, in whatever
light thd yuesuon may bo regarded

Yours, respectfully,
THOMAS WHITE, Je.
Bamiltcn, Janunary 22nd, 1888.

THE COAL SUPPLY.
GREAT BRITAIN V8. UNITED BTATES,

WRITER in tho American fHailroad Joumal
88} 8.~

Ten years ago the xsuanmy of coal mined in Great
Britain amounted to sixty millions of tons pev.anunm.
Theo increase since that timo has beon' fifty ?ex; cont ,
80 that at present 1tho quantity of coal annially ‘mined
in Great Britain amounts to one hundred milliops of
tong, large quantities of which aro every year oxported
to Contiuental Europe, 8nd even to thi‘; cognt:g.

Ina speech made.in Patliament last year by AMr
Gladstone, ho dwelt at length upon the importance of
coal as tho motive power ot factories and commerce.
Be stated that tho commercial and manufactaring
supcriority of Great Britain was based on coal;. that
with tho exhaustion of coal in Great Britain, the
commerce and manvfacture of Great Britain must
decline; and that as the United States contained.tho
largest deposits ot cchl in the world this country in
course of time must eurpass all othersin commerceand
in manufactures.

TWhils tho exhaustion of coal in Grest Britain has
becomo a question of cexious considerajon to b r
tifyirg to know that the coal
fields of the Ubnited States are withount a parallel for
tho great extent and suporior qualit of their coal,

Pennsylvania, east of the Aileghanles, suppliesthe
Atlantio towns and citl-x with anthracite ceal, whilo
Pennsylvania, west ofithe Aileghanlss, supplies-the
towns aod citicson tho Ohio and Mlsalssif;pi Rivers
with .superior bituminous coal. The valley of the
grcat Kavawha River, iu West Virgioia, contains the

pest deposits of splint and coal kuown ,anfwhcm:
and waare p'eared to seo that ﬁsrtiea ot'this city own-
fug coal lands fn the Kauawha regions, ara: takio
steps to insuro the improvenent of thip Kanawhs navi-
gation, whereby this ¢ity ean be mg)plled with cannel
cnal cqual to the best English canrel, snd 2t about one-
half of the cost thereof.” The plan is:-to improvo the
Kanawhs navigatiop, and ship coal to this city via
XNew Orleans,

A most favorable charter for that purpose bas been
grauwd by thd Legislature of West Virginis to Messrs.

igrropont, Aspinwall, Croaby and o hers of this ~ity

A copg' of the ;l)rospectus. containing tho charter aud
setting 1orth fally thic plan of opsrations, bas been re-
aontly fasued, and jo it is stated that Great Britajn ex-
-ported to this city last year 214,000 tonsot cosl—alarge

ortion of which wag csunel cosl.  Thus, {tseemsa that

his clt{f'ipays overv year-to Groat Brinin for cannot
cogl sutficicnt moucy-to improve the navigation of the
‘ﬁmat&tn&wha Rirer, nnd thoreby open to market tho
Doet cannel conl deposits known'in America.




