
SOME TIIOUGHTS ON CHÂRA&TER
BUILDING.

Every ane who takes a haIt mile walk witl
us, or taîks with us tan minutes, lays some
thing on the wall ot aur lite. The books wi
red do their part in our oharacter building
Our thougbta aIea have their important pîso
anîong thebuilders. As we think,gsewegrow
Trifling thoughts-a flippant, sballow lite
Sad thoughts-a sombre oharacter. Reveren
thoughts-a lite on whîob resta the hallowe
marks ot divinity. Net only do they go int,
the 'walls ot our lite, but when they are utter<
they go ont inta the world and build thein
selve inta the world and build themeselve
into the charaoter oftothers, beooming impulse
--inspirationa---in people's hearts.

Very grave is the respensibility et the mai
or woman who writes a book-a novel, for ex
ample, wbich catches the fanoy of people an<
i. read by thousancis. "1It is a great success, 1
men say. Yes ; but what does it put inta th
lives ot those who iead it? What impulse
does it start? What impressioiês does it leave'
Does it kindie holy or unboly fires in thi
hearts of its readers? Is it gold, silver, costl;
atones, or is it wood, hay and 8tubble, that i
builds into life-walls ? It is a high priviieg
ta be perinitted te write words tbat carry ii
them the seeds ot gooe that become strengtb
encouragement, cheer, hope, snd coxnfort, ii
other lives. But suppose that ene's writing
carry in tbemn the poison et moral death-
what serions accounting must the write
have when the barvest is gathered up !

It is bad enough te be a uselese Christian
doing no good, building nothing that will lust
but it le safider far te live ta tear down, wit]
nhliowed band, what others, with love

prayer, and tail, bave buiit up ; or, by unlov
ing and censorious words, te discourage thoe
that are sincerely trying ta de Ged's werk ani
ta biess ether lives. We sheuld ail pray te, b
saved fiem the doom ot those.who, destray tb
temple ot Goal.

No doubt many et us buiid much rubbiul
into our charsoter. We read books that do n
no gooci, even if they leave in us no virus c
evil. We indulge ini thougbts, feelings, im
agininga, longinge, wbich build up in us notb
inig that we eau carry inta eternity. We speni

honte iu conversations, at best of <rnly idle
words, impartiug no inspiration toward better
thing8. Whether in our own life or in the

'lives ot those about us, only that which ie
-white and will iast forever is fit building mna.

5 terial.-J. R. MILLiER.

ILLUSTitATING THE BIBLE.

" «The, Bible picture rail, with its true and
1tasteftily colored pictures, one for each lesson

D in the year, deserves a more general use than
-it already has. A noted kindnergartner b.d
said to nme: ' Chilciren think in images, and
they should have pictures with their Sunday-

Ssohool lessons-good pictures, that wiil not
give them distorted ides.' She wus dolighted

Swhen shown, the Bible picture-roll.
Il 'The Sunday-achool Bible shoulci be illus-

jtraded wîth object8 as well as pictures. But
here is a great danger. ' Pega of various col-

e ors, slightly larger than matches,' represont.
s ing Christ and hi. aposties, and other persoa
?mentioned in a lesson, make one shudder be.
ecause they s0 belittle the truth. On one occa-

a ion a teacher, giving a leseon on the fall of
t Adam and Eve, used a green worted snake
e ta represent Satan! Such illustrations give
2 children misconceptions of truth rather than

conceptions. People representeci by pege,
îeven the Christ, cannot have an uplifting,

s broadening influence upon the mincis of child-
- ren. Sunday-school teachers do not need urg-
r ing in the line of objeet illustration, but rather

do they need restraining. Kindergartuers
tell us tbat there i. danger of too, much stimu-
lation the imagination in the use of symbols;

Sthat they blunt perception, and sentimental-
ism is fostered by the too, free use of themn.

'Let us ask ourselves, you and I, if we have
noji committed offense in this direction.
el "Lt us help the children thernselves ta

eillustrate the Bible. This we cando by giving
e them something ta do in connection with the
elessons-guiding them in appropriate motions

iu the recitation of Scripture texts, partieu.
h larly selections from the Psalins, by giving
s them blocks or other materials ta reproduce
,f the stary of the lesson ; by giving them sew-

-ing cards ta, stitch at home during the week,'
carde which, contain a pieture synibolizing the

1 leeson, andi, underneath, the golden text te b.
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