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OVER-CROWDING THE RANKS.

‘N the February number of the Wrizer
i there appeared a letter from © Protect-
\, tionist,” in which he expresred alarm at
the rapidly increasing number of short-
land writers and fears that employers will
teduce salaries when they find they can get 75
%ords per minute men at $35 per month, We

ave young men in Canada who write this rpeed
ind wii} work at luwer rates, yet our first.class
¥riters have no fear- of being xuperreded ; they
feel that the young aspirant has the same
Tugged steeps to climb that they bave with pa-

eut pssiduity surmounted, aud thet his only
Wethod of getting a footing is to offer his ser-
¥icex at a nominal figure and fight his way ineh

¥ Inch until he has reached the same vantage
¥round, when they know full well he will esti-
Date his services, as he does now, at their proper
alue, There is, and always will be, ample
foom at the top.

THE CANADIAN + HANSARD."”

THE GREATEST OFFICIAL REPOKT IN THE
WORLD.

Sueh gs the Opinion of the House of Commons
~d4 Herculean Test — The  Difficulties
Caused by the Use of Two Languages
Otercome— Contrasts with  ther Official
Parliamentary Reports— Triumph of Can-

adian Skl

{ HE following is a very econdensed re-

port of the debate on the preseut
system of officinl reporting in the
e House of Commons by permanent
di:"’“efﬂ who are officers of the Huuse. The

Cussion took place on Febroary 17th :—
Ean"' Roes suid :—The task of reporting in

8lich und French is & berculean fask. It is
something thay, has never been achieved in any
Legislature in the world before, either as to
guantity, excellence or rapidity of execution.
The experiment we are now practising is & new
one. I think it has met with a marvellous
suceess.

MR. CaarLTON,— ] presume that some hon.
gentlemen may nst be aware that the report of
the debates of this House, which is now being
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issued, is the most voluminous of that of any
leg.slative body at the present time. 1 believe
that the Hansurd staff of the English Houxe of
Commons «mploys a +tuff of eighteen reporters,
though it i= not as voluminous as curs. The
amount of the work which the reporters of this
House perform is very wuch greater according
to the number employed, than is performed by
the staff of the United Stales Congress, or, in
fact, of any other legislative body thut I am
aware of. I think, taking into account the
amount of work which is done, and the pressure
which hag been placed upon the reporters dur-
ing tbe heavy debates which have taken place
this session, we must cinclude that the work
has been extremely well done.

Me. Braxg said the reporting had been satis-
factory, but the proof-reading was defective.

Mg, Jones,—I1 say with regard to the whole
work, that the speeches maae in this Cham-
ber are wenderfully well reported, that every-
thing about the report is well done.

Mg. Wrire (Cardweli) and Mr. MiLrs offer-
ed some practical suggestions as to the further
improvement of the work by strengthening the ]
staff and securing accurate proof-reading,

Mg, Pruss,—I have noe doubt that every
member who addresses the House bas found a
great deal of satisfaction in the prompt manner
in which his speeches have appeared in the
Hansard within a few hours, and he has found ;
also that the reporting is, in the main, exceed.
ingly eatisfactory, 1 undersiand that during]
the great stress that was thrown upon the staff;
during the long debates we have had, and theJ
more than nsual amovnt of buriness they had
thrown upon them at the outset, they have
heen greatly overworked. My own impression
is that if this thing is worth deing well, that
the bext talent should be employed for the pur- |
pose. that it should be properly remunerated,,
and that we shounld not attempt to get tcomuch
work oni of these genilemen who are doing us.
an excellent service. I have reason to suppose
that the staff is very much overworked. Ihave.
reason to believe that it would be very much
better if the House should enlarge it somewhat.
I do not think there is any one in the House
who would like to go back to the old system of
not having the official reporters on the floor of
the House. 1, for one, wish to bear my testi-
mony to the thoroughness and promptness with"




