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THE FLAT-RO0FED IIOUSES 0F TUE
EAST.

IEEare very zuary allu-
sionls in1 Script ure to tbe
use of the top of the
bousýes wieh, uildezs WC

Suxîderstand thieir construc-
tion, Nvill seem to us very
stran«e. Sucb, for in-

'~stance, are the accoulits
of sleeping and watchaing

of breaking up the roof to let the man sick of the
palsy down into tbe bouse where Jesus ivas. So,
al.so, the laws concerning the battiements of the
bouses, or the wall surrounding the flat roof. Al
tbese will be mnade plain if we reniember tbat thie
roofs were flat, and tbat in Palestine iain. Peldoîn
fli to an extent likcly to cause inconvenience on
account of that fiatnes-. Tbe necessity f.-r the
lattiement waIl wiIl be apparent froni thie picture.
Thiese flat roofs are a cool and pleasant sleeping-
place in the sumnner, arnd hiere the bousebold often
uneet to epend the evening after a sultry da.y.

Il
fil and pitthisig a tent, on the liousetop, an I the accountr


