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and pleasure, and as such, will be acquiesced in by the wise and good.
The natural and first relation in which mankind stand to cach otheris
that of fellow-creatures ; bat beoides this, a number of other natural,

wife, and the whole table of consanguinity and afinity ; besides all the
political relations, and those found in the kingdom of Jesus Christ,

Now the relation belween God and christians, or the relation which
the Now Tnstitution developes, is the mast gracious and desirable which
can bz conccived of 5 and therefr: presents to the human mind the loft-
fest and most comprehensive prineiples which cun excite to moral
gotion. Asin physics, so in cthics there are prireiples or j oxers more
influential than others,  But christianity discovars prineiples of action
which ro political, moral or religious relationy hitherto krown, could
originatz.  These new relations, and these new principles of action, are
stronger than death, more triumphant than the grave, and lasting as
cternity. The discovery of & new, gracious, spiritual, and eternal rela-
tion, and correspondent principles of action, meral and religious, is the
basis of that association called the christian charch or congregation.
1t is called the Reign or Kingdom of Heaven, because of the high and
sublime nature ot the relations, principles, duties, and privileges which
itdevelopes. All the political, commercial, and temporal relations of
what nature or kind soever, which human passions, intcrests, partial-
ities, or antipathics have given rise to, are weak and transient as the
spider’s thread compared with these. Hence the superlative glory of
the New Institution. The world knows it not. It knew not the found-
ers, and it apprehends not the institution. The Iight shines in dark-
ness, but the darkness reaches it not.

These premises merely stated, not illustrated, suggest the true rea-
#son why, in the discipline of the church, o much is to be done before
a member is to be severed from her embraces. In the politico-ecelesi-
astical relations of schismatic corporations the ties of consociation are
ncither very binding, nor the rclations very endearing. They are not
much stronger than the purse-strings of the treasurer, nor more dur-
able than the paper on which is written the shibboleth of their Magna
Charta. Members may be, and often%ure, separated without 4 pang or

admonition, of dehortation, of persuasion, known in such confederations
as that which the New Institution enjoine upon the citizcns of Heaven.
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s sorrow. There is none of that tenderness of reproof, of correction, of .
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political, and gracious relations have been either necessatily or gracicus-
1y called into existence—-such as that of parent and child, hushand and -
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