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THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

y Ghost. Now it cannot be denied, that the attain-
ment of these blessings is ofien predicated on repen-
tance and faith alone, taken, both jointly and separate-
1y, but never once on baptism alone. Paul said to the
ailor,  Belicve on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved.”” In this passage, and in many others
that might be named, salvatien is predicated on faith
alone. And of course the same is true of repentance,
inasmueh as true faith and true repentance are insepa-
rable. Aund heuce we read, “ Repent, and be convert-
ed, that your sins may be blotted out.” Here, the for-
iveness of sins is predicated on repcntance, without
%mptism. «Then hath God also to the Gentiles grant-
ed repentance unto life.” In this passage spiritual
life is declared to be the fruit of repentance. We
might multiply guotations of this kind to almost any
extent ; while it is impossible to find a single pascage
in which the forgiveness of sin, or the salvation of the
goul, is said to be the fruit of baptism. « Be baptized
and thou shait be saved,” and, “Baptism unto life,”
are expressions which tound grossly unseriptural in
the ears of every Bible reader. DBut should the word
baptism be omitted in every place where it is men-
tioned in connection with the promise of salvation, the
remission of #ing, and the gift of the Holy Ghost, the
passages would not sound unseriptural ; for sueh pas-
rages actually do exist. aud can now he found in the
Bible ; while, on the other hand, should the words,
« faith and repentance”’ be omitted in these passages,
and « baptisn’’ suflered to remain, every Bible reader
would pronounce them absolutcly unseriptural, for the
good reazon that their parallel does not exist in the
Bible. We therefore conclude that baptism is not es-
rential to the enjoyment of the blessing mentioned in
those passages, viz. : « selvation, the gift of the Hol
Ghost, with the remission of sins ;* and thatin reuh
ty, it has very little to do in securing all, or either of
them, to any'individual. And here the question very
naturally arises : why is baptism ramed in connce-
tion with faith and repentance at all in these passages,
rince it is not essential to the attainment of the annex-
ed blessings? We answer that baptism bears the
same relation to repentance and faith, that the shadow
does to the substance, and hence properly associated
together, Faith and repentance are cssential to sal-
vation, baptism is not, yet it saves by a figure, Ob-
gerve Feter’s language ™ « The like figure wherevuto
baptism doth also now rave us.” Tlus, aceording to
Peter, baptisin saves only by a figure or representa-
tion, and not in reality. ~And this view of the ordi-
nauce is fully corroborated by the history of Paul’s
conversion. - When Ananias first epoke to Saul, Le ac-
knowledged him to be a Christian, and called hum
brother, stating that he had come by the direction of
Christ, that be might receive his sight and be filled
with the Holy Ghost. Adding, « And now why tar-
riest thou ? “Arive and be baptized, and wash away
thy rins, calliug ypon the name of the Lord.” This
washing Paul would of course undastand to be in a
figure, or represcntation, as he had previcuely expe-
rienced the reality. That ba tism is essentially re-
presentative in.its design anc character, and accom-
anies the reality as the chndow dees the substance,.is
artker proved by the wards of Christ @ « He that be-
lieveth and is baptized sbail be saved ; but he
believeth not shall Le dammed.” In ﬂ]iﬁ. q\mtaﬁq
the first proposition eantains both the reality a‘nd ite
Teprerentative, the substance and its shadow. T he sé-
cond contains ouly the substance, the g;\‘scn'nal }hmg :
the shadow, the representative of the Teality, is dis-
ensed with, Lecaure it always can be in such cases.
Shadows are ferviceable in produeing in the mind a
Yively coneeption of the body and. substance of the
reality ; yet absolute necessify deals not in c«hadows ;
it lets the slbadow go, and holds fast the naked sub-
stantial weality. Of this the passage before us 18 a
beautiful illustration. Says Christ; « He that believ-

sition that baptism is a representative ordirance, and
has little to do in securing to any individual the re-
mission of sing, the gift of the Holy Ghost, or true faith
and repentance ; we proceed to notice that the right to
baptism is predicated on the possession of these graces.
Philip said to the Ethiopian, « If thou believest with
ail thine heart thou mayest”” be baptized. Here the
right to baptism is said o be the fruit of faith, «Can
any man forbid water,” says Peter,  that these should
not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost
as well as we 7 In this pastage, the possession of the
gift of the Holy Gbost is considered conclusive proof
that the possessors were fully entitled to the ordinance
of baptism. And as faith and the gift of the Hol

Ghost include repentance and the remission of sins, 1t
is unnecessary to produce further proof on this point.
Having thus proved the rREPRESENTATIVE character and
design of baptism, it may be proier to state briefly
some things of which we consider baptism the repre-
sentative. We say some of the things, for it is evident
that seripture gives to baptism great latitude in this
respect.  In some paseages it represents the washing
away of sin in the fountain of a Saviour’s blood, faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ, &c. But we need not enu-
merate ; nothing can be more appropriate than the de-
claration of the apostle : « Know ye not that so many
of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were Laptized
into his death ? ~ Therefore, we are buried with him
by baptism into death, that like as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
alvo should walk in newness of life.”” Inthis pascage,
bagtiem represents the individual as entering into a
state of death to sin, (see the 11th verse,) and in the
siwilitude of the burial and resurrection of Christ, we

y behold the individual entombed in the baptismal wa-

ter, again to arise in the representative of his resurrec-
tion, expreseive of the roul’s determination to live in
newness of life. Thus, baptism embraces in its repre-
sentative character all that pertains to repentance and
a life of faith, and hence is very properly associated
with faith and repentance, although, as we have seen,
it can never take the place of either, no more than the
shadow can fill the pll-.}xce of the substance. The sub-
stance can waik alone, but the shadow never.

Having proved the Circular guilty of begging the

true question at issue between us, gnd of building a
most fallacious argument on the order of words found
in seripture, and having also candidly stated, and as
we judge, fully and fairly met the four strongest argu-
ments that can be brougit to bear against free commu-
nion, we now invite the reader’s attention to the Er-
ngimors SraTEMENTS OF THE CIRCULAR, more connect~
edly.
(1.) That Free Baptists agree with the Circular, in
the belief that baptism is prerequisite to communion—
this, as we have alrcady sgowb , 18 not true ; and to us
it appears a little surprising, that the Onondaga Asso-
ciation have not been better informed.

(2.) The Circular says, « They,” i. e. all other de-
nominations, ¢ are perfeetly ratisfied that the road we
take to communion is a straight and sure road to that
ordinance.” Now, how can this be true, while, so far
as our knowledge extends, it is, in by far the greatest
number of cases, a very circuitous and crooked road.
‘How many now in tha close Baptist church, have we
known to travel a whole year on the road of prerequi-
site immerrion before they could reach the ecommunien
table 7 And bow many others have labored, year a
ter year, to reach the table by that road, and all to
purpose ? and need we add that the greatest part of
the Christian family do not regard it as any road af

0 far as they themselves are concerned ? And we
fearlessly take the position, that it is no morea straight
road to communion, than it is to prayers. Baptisph

like every other duty, chould be atten ed to the very
first opportunity, but should never be regarded as th

eth not shall be damned.”” In further proof of the po-

only road to any other duty. Jesus Christ has reserv



