
the tribes vho sympathize with them, against all who bear the name of
Christian? Is it the sane rancorous spirit of fanaticism whicli showed
itself so unmistakably at Jedda, that is now convulsing and alarming
the province of Syria i and the same fierce struggle for the mastery
which deluged the plains of India with blood-is this about to be re-
enacted in those territories of the Turkish empire which once formed a
portion of the vast empire of the Caliphs ? Whence arise these disqui-
etudes that are ever appearing, now in one, now in some other province
of the Turkish empire? Bosnia, the Herzegovina, and Bulgaria have
presented a threatened aspect; and while the Turkish army is being
concentrated in that direction for the purpose of preventing disturban-
ces, they break out suddenly in the southern portion of the empire. And
now that the Turk appears unable to preserve peace amongst bis sub-
jects, and uphold the dignity of the law, an intervention on the part of
the European powers becomes necessary. liow critical this proceeding?
Shall it accomplish just what may berequisite, and no more ? How shall
it be so directed that no fresh complications shall arise? Are we on the
eve of the dissolution of the Turkish empire, and about to witness the
division of the spoil? " Where the carcase is, there will the eagles be
gathered together." The vital power seems to be rapidly diminishing
throughout the ponderous frame of the Ottoman empire. The old giant
bas lost his force. He who once w ielded bis battle-axe with overwhelm-
ing power, is now reduced to such weakness, that circulation in the
extremities can no longer be sustained. The eagles froi the north and
south are hovering around. High in the air as they had hoped, perhaps,
out of sight, they have been describing their gyrations, watching with
eagle eye the progress of events, and prepared, wLen the moment came,
to swoop upon the prey.

Hiow critical the position of human affairs How grave the respon-
sibilities of public men f How sensitive the feelings of nations 1 What
jealousies prevail on questions of international riglit ! Who can define
the future, or promise the nations a happy era free from the intrigues of
ambition, and the sudden convulsions in which such deep-laid mines
explode? Amidst all this, wihen men are looking for the things which
are coming on the earth, what a coifort to knov that the Lord reign-
eth, and that nothing shall prevent the fulfilment of bis purpose i that
the wrath of man, and the devices of the eneiny, shall alike be Made to
praise Him ; and that lis Gosf.el shall yet go forth in its majesty and
power over the wide earth, producing by its renewing and persuasive in-
fluences, those wondrous changes which are promised in the page of Re-
velation, when " the wolf shall dwell with the laimb, and the leoparuie
down with the kid ; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling to-
gether, and a little child shall lead then :" wlhen Il they shali not hurt
nor destroy in all my holy mountain, for the carth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea."-Curch Mis-
sionary Intelligencer.


