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OHIO MODES CF ENSILAGE.
How 10 Drivr, Cur AND oTOER PoOINTS IN PRACTIOE.

Ips. Counvry GENTLEMAN.—Wkhile I would not for a
moment think of oalling in question tho editorial instruotions
in regard to filling a silo, found on poge 693, I would like to
put the ** Qhio idea " on record in regard both as to planting
and cutting ensilage fodder. Here, in Ohio, tho common grain
drill is almost exclusively used in plantiog ensilage corn,  To
do this, all the force feed holes are filled up, exeept two.
selecting two holes 33 fect apart. These arc open to their
{4l capacity, fecding out not far from 16 quarts per acre.
This year there has been a great change in opinion respecting
the amount of seed needed per aore, and many will not drill
in over 12 quarts per nore next year. The object is to get
greater muturity of fodder, and a heavy growth of corn ears,

The scason 1 put in & field of cncilage corn, using less than
1?2 quarts per gcre, and nearly overy stalk has a fine ear of
corn, that in value approaches onc-half that of the fodder. (1)
The growing sentiment is that this is the proper way to
harvest corn where it is all to be fed on the farm. The fodder
is then all saved. There is no husking and cribbling corn,
and keeping it away from vermin, The miller is cheated (7)
out of his toll, and the labor of going to mill saved. While
for stock, there cun be no loss in the nutritive qualities of
the corn, but a gaio, as the graio never hecomes hardened,
ard full of its natural juices, it goes into the system: of the
animal ready at once to be assimilatel with but Tittle of the
work of digestion necessary with dry grain,

In drilling in a field, it is a matter of much experience to
scatter just about enough by hand in the furrow, but the drill
does it acourately and cxpeditiously, with straight rows, and
the drill also does good service in giving the ground one more
good working.

The filling of the big silces is going on actively about here,
and it i5 all being cut with sweep rake reapers, I have never
scen ensilage corn so large but that it could be readily cut
with such a reaper, and delivered in good gavels, and as com-
pared with hand cutting. it reduces the cost of cutting ma-
terially. Tbe reapers of Messrs. Wing, Blair, Kent, Breok
and others were going yesterday, and they n.owed dowa tons
per hour, but no one should attempt to cut but one row at a
time, and then there can be no cotanglements.  No one here
now thinks of binding these gavels of fodder to handle. The
low wagaons are provided with a cleated walking plank, fasten-
cd to the rear cnd of the rack, and a man picks up one of
these gavels in his arms, and walks up the plank, and deposits
it crosswise of the rack, und they are taken from the wagon
in armfulls and laid upon the cutting box, where the machine
feeder strings them in between the fecd rollers.  The stalks
are thus only handlcd once in the ficld, and oace at the cutter,
which m .kes the economy of labor as great as can be devised,
although I underst.nd a Canton, 0., genius is at work upon
a machine which he proposcs to attach to the rear of the
wagon, where it is expected to pick up and deliver on theload
these heavy gavels, and thus reduee the cutting of ensilage
practically to machiae labor.

Nearly all the ensilage in Ohio is cut into the pits with
tread and sweep horse-powers, but I am prepared to belicve,
since the ensilage corn is allowed to stand 2 few weeks longer
to mature, that a few farmers will cooperate, and time the en-
silage cutting somewhat, ~ad own small eogines in compnny,
and an epgine will thus be used to cut fur two or three farmers,
and allow all the tams to go into the ficld on the fodder

11) Sensible enough, but surely this fuod is nol what is usually
noleratnnd a3 * corn ensilage ™' It is worth while to build silocs to
put matured crops into ® Would net they do as well if diied and
stacked ? AR J P

wogons, Mr. Emory, Mr, Breok, Henry Camp, and Mr.
Wing, aro this year uring small engines in filling their huge
silos, and thoro is such a nover-tired action about them ag
compared with the teams on the sweeps, or tresds, that §150
for o good engino does not scem a very great price after all to
pay for one, whero one outs from 10 to 30 aoresof ensilage, as
some farmers do in Ohio.

Last week I saw tho silo of Mr, Swan of <ent, Q.. the
‘“ boss "’ milkman of that city, and it scems in some respeots
the most complete silo I have yet scco. It is built of wood,
a building of itseclf, forming an K. to his fine basement barn,
30 by 16 feet, with 14 feet posts. It i3 built all above around,
of studding 2 by 8 inches, covered with drop siding. It is
lined up on the inside with ioch boards, and the dead air-
space filled in with pounded-down sawdust. The walls on the
inside are furrowed up with quarter-inch stuff, und then lathed
and plastered, the plaster being made of Akron water-lime
cement. Divided into two pits, with a knock-down door,
made in sections between the two, and a similar one at theend
opening out on a level with the feeding floor of his stable, Mr.
Swan scemed to have a silo that must be near perfection in
the prescrvation of ensilage. A Baldwin cosilage cutter, with
carricr, deposited the ensilage in either pit, and aside from
his own lot, the cost of putting the cnsillage in the pits was
thought not to exceed 15 cents per ton, while the cost of
raising it, he said, was not nearly so much as his ficld corn.

The Coit Brothers, near hero, are now engaged filling their
200-ton silo, with field corn exclusively; and it will be fed
almost wholly to steers and fattening cattle. Should the milk
business brighten up, they will next ycar build another silo,
holding 400 to 600 tons, and milk 100 cows for the Cleveland
milk trade; and Messrs. Wing and Camp will also silo their
field corn this year. Besides the new ancs ereoted hereabout,
Messrs, Blair, Camp, Kent and others have put up additional
silos, and the outlook is now that silos have come to stay, and
it would not take much of a prophet to hazard the guess that
not many years will elapse before many a dairyman will have
a speoial silo to hold a soiling crop, with which, if nceessary,
he can bridge over such droughts as the one just closed, and
not force his dairy to roam pastures brown and bare, sceking
green herbage, and fiading only ragweed answering to any
deseription of green, (1) J. G

— Western Reserve, 0., Sept. 20.

“ Dear Sir,—1 cons: ler that in laying down land to per-
maneot pasture it is advisable to sow with the perennial seuds
a certain quantity of annual and bicanial grasses. It is quite
true that if the soil is in very high conditivn at ¢ . tiw.: of
sowing, and an abundunce of manure is used dusing, the first
yeur or two, pereenial plants may give at csce a fairly good
pasture, but such is not the ordinary state of land when laid |
down. Compured with the perennial plants, the annual and
bicnnial plants produce but few roots and their growthis
chicly above ground; by using a portion of these plants you
obtain much more herbage duriog the first two years, and the
decay of the roots at the end of the life of these plants fur-
nishes a supply of fuod to the perennial herbage.

¢ In reference to your further question whether sainfoin or
lucerac should form a portion of the seed sown for o per-
mancot pasture, I thiok that lucerne should always form a
portivn of the seed sown. Of all the plants known to me,
lucerae is the one which yicids in its produce the Jargest
amount of pitrogen where none has been applied in manure,

1) M. Saunders, superinteadent of the Experimental farms, tells
me th.t, in his cxtensice inpection of farms .n the States, ho found &
greal majority of the siloes empty. The impression on his mind cvk
dently was that their day is over. A.R.J.E.




