
LESSON X. - SEPTEMBER 4.

The Death of Elisha.
JI. Kings xlii., 14-25. -Memoy v-erses 20,

21. Read the.chapter.

Golden -. ext.
Preclous in the sight~of 'the Lord is tiho

death of his saints.. "Psa.cxi., 15.

Lesson Story.
Forty-five years have passed since our last

lesson. Elisha, now an old man of eigh.ty,
lies on his death-bed. Joash, the young'ing
of Israer, comes down. te the lowly dwelling
to mourn the illness of him who had been
the strcngth of Israel for the last sixty
years.

Over sixty years have gone since the man-
tle of Elijah fell on Elisha, and the king now
addrosses Elisha lu the same words that
that pruphet had used to Elijah, 'My father,
my father, the chariot of Israel and the
horsemen thereof.' Even the king rcalized
tiat the man of God was the roal strength
of Isracl, rather thau the armioes and-horse-
men.

The aged prophet told the young king to
take bow and arrows and'shoot themin the
ground toward the east, telling him that the
arrows shot were tokens-of- deliverance from
the Syrians. Each arrow meant a victory,
but. the caroless and unbelieving king shot
only thrce and thon gave lt up. At this.
weakuess the prophet .was very indignant,
God had offered the king complete victory
over his enemies if he would only ask for it,
but the foolisli man was too careless te even
take the trouble te ask.

Anyone can see thé foolishness of Josh
and wonder at his carelcssne:s and unbelift
when the affairs of a nation hung on his
acts. -But the*rld is full of just. such p'eo-
ple to-day, GOd is offering te us, victories,
and deliverances juEt us great as. those he
offerèd t .Joash. -Every Christian .shuld b
a wonderful éonquerer and the inistrument
of deliverance to others, God -would give ail
his ehildren great-and mighty gifis ere- it
not for their unbelief and hardnesseof heurt.
Ho Is more willing to give than we are te
receive.

Elisha died. The triumphant death of a
child of God is sometimes more used for
the conversion of others than 'their life
would have been. The death of a Christian
should be an occasion of solemn joy to other
Christians.

Jesus lives! Henceforth is death,
But the gate of life immortal.

After Elisha's death' and burial the Moab-
Ites invaded the land in small' companies.
One day the Israelites were taking a. dcead
man to be buried, they saw one of these
bands coming se they just laid the body lu
Elisha's tomb. When tie man touched
Elisha's bones ho immediately came te life
again. Se the. good we do lives after us,
when we have lef t this earth some remem-
brances of our lives, and testimen-ies may
still bo used for the conversion of others.

Lesson Hints.
About one hundred and. fifty years had

passod since the diviàion of the kingdom of
Israel after the 'death of Solomon. Five dy-
nasties h-ad. ruled over Israol, Joash was the
third king in Jehu's dynasty, he reigned six-
teen years. They -might: have been sixteen
years of victory and conquest if Joa-sh had
taken the trouble te believe God ;and claim
the victories. But his unbelief brought hir
sure defeat.

'My father'-Elsha took a loving, fatherly
interost in the young king.

'The chariot of Israel'--the strength and
hope of the nation.

'Bow arfd arrows'-the weapons then ued.
'Elisha put his hands. on' - te show that

the power to conquer came only from tie-
Lord.

'Eastward'-toward Syria. The Syrians
were luvading and oppressing Israel. It
was an ancient customu te shoot. an arrow
into the enemy's country as a symbol of
hoped-for.victory over them.

'Arrow of. the Lord's -deliveralce'-JoeSl
plainly understood that deliverance for his

'

Syria becomes a high obstacle in the way
with two arrows half-way up, and the third
aimed but little higher. Call the hill sin
and n-ame olir arrows prayer, on the bow
Promise,. and on the string Faith, and if.our
aim .be low we shall, as Joash. did, conquer
only in part.

Sunday School .Teacher in
Trouble.

A rap at tihe, door of the parson's study,
and one of the Sunday-school teachors of
his church followed the Invitation to come
in.

'PastWr, I want to talk with you a little
about my Sünday-school class.'

The Primary Teacher.
O Of the many qualifications that might be

n-amed, especial attention is directed te the
follo-wing:

1. The grace- of the Lord Jesus Christ lin-
the teacher's heurt, because no teacher èaji
lead a child into .experience which he has
net himself had.

2. A bellef in child Christians, se that the
most susceptible and promising years of life
may net be wasted.

3. A knowledge of the bible, that the best
ftcrm of truth -may be presénted te little
minds as nover te be forgotten first Impres-
siens.

4. An understanding of childhood, se as
te know how te adapt the truth in such a
way as te make It practical te the daily lives
of children.

5. An enhusiasm for teaching little people,
because nothing is.ever well done by a half-
hearted interest.-

6. Trust in the children as a basis for good
behaviour on their part.

7. A vivacious manner will keep children
on the alert.

8. Genuineness as a ground o respect and
confidence, since children are keen discern-
ers of character.

9. Firmess, without which there will be
developed bad behaviour on the part of the
children, and perplexity on the part of the
teacher.

10. Punctue.lity, without which enterpriso
would be sure to-fail of directuess uud force.
-'Sunday-schcol Teacher.'

MESSENGE~R. '11

ècuntry was the gift God wanted him to
have.

'Aphek'-a town about six miles east of
the Sea of Galilee on the road to Damascus.

'Wroth'-IndignanUt that 'God's proffered
gifts shold be so lightly esteemed.

'Sepulchre of Elisha'-the bodies were net
put in coffins, but were placed in the tomb
bound ln cloths.

'Touched the. bones'-showing clearly that*
all Elisha's work had breen God's working
through him. This is the~only miracle God
ever worked through dead. bones.

'The Lord was gracious'-and gave them
deliverance because' bis covennt with
Abrahnm, Isaac and- Jacob. 'The Lord Is
morciful and gracious, slow te anger aiil
plentoons in mercy.' (Psa. clii., 8.)

'All right,' sald the pastor, 'I shall be most
happy to talk with YOu.'

'I have come; this norning. because I feel
utterly discouraged about my class.'

'How long have you had the class?'
'Five years.' - '
'What is your particular trouble?'
'I really do-inot know, and that is why I

come to you, I havd had the classeso long,
and yet none of them are Christians, and it
seems as .though something must be wrong
somewhere.'

'Have you ever talked with them personal-
ly about accepting Christ?'

'No, not personally, but I have. several
times talkod with them all together, urging-
them te be Christiaus.'

'Did you give them an opportunity, at
such times to show whether they wanted te
accept Christ?'

'No. I never thou- Pt of that.'
'Do you really think you care -for the souls

ln your class?'
'I thought I did, and yet I never gave thern

a chance to, accept Christ. When talking
with them together in the class, I can see
now tihat I might have given them, some op-
portunity of makiig some sign. But then
I really have no time to talk-with them per-
sonally. I only sec them on Sundays, and
then only during theSunday-school hour.'

'How much timo do you spend during the-
week praying for your class?'

'Well, I am ashamed te say it, but sone
weeks I never pray for. them at all.'

'About the personalwork-havo you no
time at all?'

'Not a momen't, se far as I can see.'
'Did you ever pray for time te talk to each

scholar personally?'
'No, I never thought of praying for time.'
'Iow about writing to then?- Could you

not write to, at least, one every week, if only
a few lines?à

'Oh, yes; I could do that.'
'Whc-n any of your scholars are absent, do

you go to their homes te sec why?'
'No, I have no time for that, either.'
'How about sending them a'postal card,

telling them that yeu are sorry that they
were away, and that you will be glad Vo sce
thein lnthe class the next Snnday.

'I reaily bogin te feel as though I had not
been doing anyLhing.'

'I believe that if you will make this matter
a subject oZ eariiest prayor you will find.'
many times in the-week when some effort,.
however slight, may be made that will 'help.
your scholars.

'First, there must be a wlilingness on your
part te sacrifice for the young souls entrust-
ed to your cure. It is certainly à matter et
vitsl. importance that- overy Sunday-school
tacher should be ln the closest touch with
her scholars; net tiring them with the sub--
ject of their salvation, but, constantly keep-
ing before them this great question in a_
tender, gentle, loving way.'-'Union Gospel
News.'

Questions.
1. How old was Elisha when he died?-
2. Should we fear death? .

3. How did the prophet Ehow the kin:g that
GOd would give deliverance te Israel? -

4. Who were the enemies of Israel?
5 Why did Gel have-compassion on his

people?
6. How many times did Joeeh bEat Ben-

hadad?

Lesson Hymn.

Give me the wings of faith, te rise
Within the vaIe, aud sc -

The saints above, how'groat their joys,
How bright thbeir glories be.

Once they were mourners here below,
And poured out sighs and tcars;
They wrestled then, as we do now;
With doubts, and griefs and fears.

I askzed them whence their glory came,
They with united breath,
Ascribe their victory te the Lamb,
Tieir.tr-iumiph to His dea'.h.

Many are the friends who are waiting
te-day,

Happy on the golden strand,
Many are the voiea-s. calling us away,
To join their happy band!
Calling us away, calling us away,
Callng te the better land!

--. -Suggested .Hiymns. .

'J2sus lives,' 'Trust and obc-y,' 'Sleep on,
beloved,' 'Faith is the victory.' 'Eternity,'
'All hail the power of Jesus' name,' 'How-
firm a foundation.'

LESSON ILLUSTRATED.-Sept. 4.

Our lack of knowledge of the customs of
the day makces us apt te think that. the pro-
peb' judged King Joash too harshly. . He
does no, say se himself, however, . His faith
fell slort, and his victories did the same, so
we draw the boDw and fit an arrow te it.


