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' "'dee.th of ‘his sa.mts.

. horsemen thereof.’
.that the man of- God was the real strength:

The Death of Ellsha.

II Kings xiii
2L Read the: chepter.

Golden ,Text

) 'Preelous in-‘the sight of the Loa'd 1s hhe
'Psa..exvi 15.

‘Les son Story

Forty-ﬁve years have pa5sed slnee our last

’ lesson Elisha, now. an old man -of elghtY.‘

Jies on lns death-bed. Joash, the young “king

- of Jsrael, comes down: to.the lowly dwelling

to.mourn. thé. illness of . h1m who had- been.

- the str_ength of - Israel for the last sixty .

years.

Over sixty years have gone since the man-

tle of Elijah fell.on Elisha, and the king now

addresses” Wlisha in the same words that’
- tbat pruphet had. used to Blijah, ‘My father,

my father, the -chariot of Israel and the
Even the king rcalized

of Israel; ra,t:her than.- the .armies a.nd«horse-
men. . :
The aged. prophet bold the young king ‘to

take bow and drrows and'shoot them-in the

ground toward the east, telling him that.-the
arrows shot were tokens of - deliverance from
the Syrians. Bach arrow.meant a victory,
but.the carcless and. unbelieving king shot
only three and then gave it up.

over his enemies if he- would only ask for it,

- but the foolish man was too carcless-to even

. take the trouble to. ask. :

Anyone ‘can -see thé’ foohshness of: Joa:h
and wonder at his ca.relcbsne's and. unbehet-

“when the affairs of a nation hung,on.his.
i ;

acts. -But the world is full of just,
ple to-day, God 'is offemng to us,

and deliverances just as great as’ ‘those ‘he'.

- offered-10 Joash. "Every, Christian_ghould’ be .

- a wondeérful ‘donquerer: dnd "the instrument’ ..
of deliverance to- others, God would give'all '~

his children greatand mighty gifts ‘were it

not for-their urbelief and hardness’ of heart.

He is ‘more w1lhng to’ nge tlmn we are ‘to
receive. . -

Elisha d1ed The trxumphant-death of a
child -of God.is sometimes more used for
the conversion - of others than *their life
would have been. 'The death of-a Christiaa
should be an occasion of solemn joy to other
Chrxstla.ns. .

Jesus hves' Hencet‘orth is death,
But- the gate of life immortal.

After Blisha's’ death and burxal the Moa.b-
{tes invaded the land in .small” companies.

One day the Israelites were taking a. decad -

man to be buried, they saw one of these
bands coming so they just laid the body in
Blisha’s tomb.
Elisha’s bones he immediately came to life
again. - So the good we do lives afler us,
when we have left.this earth some remem-
brances of our lives, and testimonies may
still be used for the conversion ot others.

Lesson Hints. -

" - About one hundred and- fifty yee.re had -

passod since the division of the kingdom .of
Israel after the ‘death of Solomon. TFive dy-
nasties had:.ruled over Israel, Joash was the

third ‘king in Jehu’s dynasty, he reigned six- .

teen ‘years. They might have been sixteen

yedrs ‘of vietory and conquest -if .Joash had-

taken the trouble to believe God .and-claim’
* the victories. But his unbelief brought him
" sure defeat.

‘My father —Elisha. took a 10vmg, fetherly
interest in the young king.

“Phe- chariot of Israel’-—xthe strength a.nd
hope of the nation. -

‘Bow and arrows'—the wea.pons then used

‘Mlisha put his hands.on’ — to show that

the power to-comquer came only from. the:-

Lord.
‘Eastward'—toward Syrla.
were invading and oppressing Israel. -

: The Syrla.ns

‘Arrow -of. the Lord’s dellveré.mce’—.loesh
plainly understood tha.t deliverance for his

At ‘this.
. weakness the prophet.was very indignant,
God had offered the king complete vietory -

‘When the man touched .

It
“was an ancient custom to shoot an arrow-
into the¢ enemy’s country as a. symbel of

_hoped-for. victory over them. :

country‘ was ‘the: gl God,wanted him to

: h,av .
oo SAP hek . a. town. a.bont slx miles east otg
_'the %ea of Galilee-on. the road to Damascus.

- Wroth’—indignant that 'God’s, proffered
gifbs shold be:so lightly ésteemed.”

.bound in cloths,

- “Touched. the.bones’ —-showmg clearly tha.t_.'
" .<all.Elisha’s work had been God’s wolking

- through him. This is the only miraele God» :
14-25 Memou'y verses 20. ) :

ever worked through dead ‘bones. -

“The ' Lord is "
meoerciful. and - gmcxous,,
plenteous in mercy ~(Psa. eih, 8)

B Questnons.

L How old was Blisha when he dxed"
. 2. Should we fear’ dea.t.h" '

Gof would give deliverance. to Israel? .
"4, Who were the enemies of Tsracl?

people? -
6. How many

: txmes did "Joash’ ‘béat Ben-~
hada.d" . .

: .,
Lesson l'lymn., :

lee me the wmgs ‘of faith, -to nse
Wilhin the vale, and-see - :
The saints a.bove, how 'groat. thexr Joys,
~How brlght their glories. ‘be.

Once they Were mourners ‘here below, -
And poured out sighs and tears; . )
They wrestled then, as we do now;

- 'With doubts, and’ grlefs a.nd fears.-

.I a,sl\ed them thnce thexr glo*'y came,
They with united breath, ..

Ascribe their victory to the Lamb
Thexr triumph to. Hls dea..h

. Mvany are the fnends who are waiting
_to-day,. -
Happy on the golden strand
Many are {lie voices. calling us’ a.wa.y,
To join their happy band! .
Cnllmg us away, calling us a.way,
Cd.l‘ln" to the better land' -

Suvgested l'lymns. S

‘Je~uc lives,’ ‘Trust and ohcy’ “Sleep- on,
beloved;”, ‘Faith .is™ the: vigiory. ‘Eternity,”

firm a foundatmn
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- Our lack of knowledge of the crustoms of
" the day makes us apt to think that. the pro-
phet Judged King Joash. too harshly..
does no: say =0 himszelf, kowever, . His falth
fell short, and his vietories did tlle same, 80 -
we draw the bbow and fit an arrow. to it.

_THE L'oau’s ARROWS

©o A

_ CoR, o :
: G VICTORY : / :
. /sm

3 SyriA- !

SMITTEN TiLL THOU HADST
conGUmED 1T

wilh two. arrows-half-way up, and the third
aimed - but little’ higher. Call the hill sin
and name our arrows prayer, on the bow
Promise, and on the string Faith,, and if our
aim be low we shall, a3 Joa.sh. d1d .conquer
only in part. - ;

'Sunday School Teacher in
Trouble.

A rap at the door of the parson’s smdy,"
and one of the Sunday-school teachers of

h.is church followed the invitation to come .

‘Past.or, 1 want to talk mth you ‘a littlo
“about my Sunday-school cla.ss. :

’

“‘Sepulchre of Elisha’—the bodies were not
" .put.in coffins, but were: p‘a.eed in the tomb :

“The 'Lord was: g-remous '—and gave them,
delivera.nce because- of ‘his covenant with =
.v'Abra.ham, Isaac and: Jacob.
slow’ to anger: a1l

a chance to, a.ccept Christ.
- with them tovether in“the class, I can see .
now that T mlght have glven them. some op-- °
. portunity of making some sign.
- I really have no time to talk-with them per- :
- .. sonally.
_then only during the Sunday-scheol hour!-. .- .
. ‘How much time do you spend during thof«;, :
_‘week .praying for your class? - .-

5. Why: did Go.l have- compa.sslon on his

‘AN hail the power of Jesus’ na.me' ‘How .

Tuou SHOULDEST WAYE 1 -

‘I have come; this.morning. beea.use I reel‘

. utterly: d1seouraged ‘about my’ “elass’ .
o ‘How long ‘have you ha,d the elass"' R

S “What 'is. your pa.rucula.r trouble” ) .
T really. do*not know, and ‘that-is" why. I
come t0.you, - -I have had the class so long,
and yet none of them are Christians, and it -

. Seems as: though somethmg ‘must -be.wrong . -

somewhere.’

“Have'you ever talked with them persona.l- 3

'ly about accepting Christ?’
‘No,  not personally, -but I have.several

times talkod with: them all together, urgmga».
‘them to be Christians.”- -

‘Did you  give - them' an opportunlty, a.t

- ‘such times to show: whehher they wauted to
" accept Christ?
©' ‘No.” I mever.- th

fht of that.” . L
‘Do you rzally think yoa cale for the souls

' - in-your class?"
3."How did the prophet show the kmg tha.t N

i thought I did, and yet I nevor gave:- them

But-then

I only ses them on Sundays, an

‘Well, T am ashamed to ~say 1t but - some'
weeks I never pray for. them at- a.ll g
‘About the personal work——ha.ve you 1o
time .at all? :
‘Not a2 moment, so far as I can see.”

When talking’ '

b ‘All ﬂght sa.ld the pasbor, T sha.ll be most ’
* happy: to’ talk with you.’

‘Did you ever pray for tim~ to talk to- ea.eh B

scholar personally ?

‘No, 1 never thought ot pra.ylng for time.! -

‘How. about writing to them? Could you
not write to, at least one every week if only :

- @ few lines?”

- ‘Oh, yes;.I could do that.

. ‘thn any ‘of your scholars are- absent do .
you go to their homes to see why?

“No, I have no time for that, éither.'’ -

*+ " ‘How .about sending.them. a-‘poe’tal‘ca.rd,"_ -
" telling them that you are sorry that they =

were away, and that you. will be gla.d to- sce'

“them in the class the next Snnday. -

I reaily begin to feel as though I m riot
been doing nny'hmg ‘

I believe that if you will:make this ma.tter' o

a subject of earmest prayer you will find, "~

many times . in - the-week ‘when some’ eil’.ort,~

“however slight, may be made thal will help,

your. seholars:
‘First, there must: be a W'hllngness on your.

part to :;ucrl‘iee for the young souls’ entrust. -
‘It is certainly a matter of -~

ed to your care.
vitzl importance that-every Sunday-school.

© teacher should be in the closest touch with
her scholars; not tiring them with the sub-, .

~ject'of their salvation, but constantly kesp- ...~
ing before them “this- great question  in a’

l

tender, gentle, lovmg way. R Union Gocspel
News.' ‘

Tie Prlmary Teacher.

- Of the many qua.liﬁea.tions thaJt might be ™
named, espeeial attentlon is dlreoted to the

rollowmg

. The grace- of the Lord .]’er-us Chrlst in~‘;
the teacher’s heart, becauise no {cacher ecan .

lead a child into exper:ence which he has”

not himself had.

2. A beliof in child Christians, so that the
most susceptible and promising years- of life .-

may not ke wasted.

‘3. A knowledge of the bible, that the best -
ferm of truth ‘may be presented to little

minds as never to be forgotten first impres- -

sions.

4, An understanding of ohlldhood ‘80 as
to know how to-adapt the truth in such a
way as to make it pmtieal to the dally lives

-of children.

: le in the -
83 rm, be"omes & lugh obstacle- i th way . because nothing is.ever well done by a half-

_hearted interest..

5. An enthuslasm for teaehimr little people

6. Trust in the children as a basis tor good

bbehavxour on their part.

7. A vivacious manner will keep children

. on the alert.

8. Genuineness as a ground of respect and
confidence, since childron are keen dxscern-
ers of character. '

. 6. FPirmness, without wlnch there will be .. -
“developed bad behaviour on the part of the. .

children, and perplexity on the part of the -
teacher..

10. Punetue.lxty, without which enterpnse -

would be sure ito-fail of directness and foree
'Sunda.y-schcol Tencher




