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GHE ARMENIAN ÈATRIARCH.
O!, eeouflr inter.est to essenger'

readers at this time ls a sketch af -the
Patrlarch o! Armenia, which was sent
to the 'Boston 'Congregationalist' by
an Ameërican resident ln Constanti-
nopfe

There is one man in Constanti-
nople, not often mentioned in the

publicpress who la playing a mighty
part In the life and dèath struggle
between the Armenians and tie Porte
-Mattheos Ismirlian, patrlarch of all
Arnenians ln Turkey. If anc crosses
the Golden Horn into old StaMpboul,
andpassing through the ancient Hip-

Spodrome,. descends. towards the Mar-
mora, he will find , himself in the
quar-ter known as Kum-Kapu and in

-the immediate vicinity of the ArMe-
nian patriardhate. The building is
old, and has nothing .impressive «in
its outward-appearance. If a visitor
be provided) with.proper letters of in-
troduction, he will be conducted with
little -formality into the presence of
a iran ta trifle above -nedium helght,
thin, of dark complexion and clothed
in the usual black gown. The face
is strong, resolute, not handsome,
scarcey sympathetic. It is an Ar-
menian face -with large features, the
lower part massive; - the nose large.
A Jflowing beard, now tu-rning gray,
falls over the chest and nearly con-
ceals the outline of the -mouth. The
lips are full, but not sensuaL; and
close firmly together, indicating -well
the resolute charaoter of the man.
The eyes are large, dark, heavily lid-
ded, and are arched over by heavy
brows. The * countenance altogether
conveys the impression of melancholy
and force.

The Armenian people are happy-
If indeed the-tern 'happy' can be ap-
plied ln any restricted sense to this
unfortunate race-that the mantle of
authority la this critical hour résts
upon the shoulders of this man. Ten-
nyson prayed :

.was elected su'ccessively sècretary là
the patriarch memiber of the assom-
bly and membér of the synod. Dtr-
ing these years no man- In Constanti-
nople was-so indefatigable as preach-
er and teacher; no amountfo! afficll
work was allowed to interfere ,with
what he bas always held to be the
two prime dtites of the servant of the
Church-preadhing and teaching. His
preaching,-as well as bis public
speaking, was.remarkableforits sim-
plicity, directness and intensity. No
man who ever heard an address fron
bis -lips' doubted the depth -of con-
viction that lay behind every word.:
Naturally this kind of preaching.,un-
fortunately far removed trom what
the people are swont to hear, produced
a profound Impression, and the
preacher's reputation; grew .rapidly.
At the same ime he was, becoming
recognized at the patriarchate as a
man of unusual soundness of judg-
ment and purity of motive.

The reward of his services came in
1876, when he was ordained as bishop

Ah, God, for a man wl'tih. heart, head,
hand,

Like some -of the simple greatones gone
Forever and ever by, aeal1
One still, strong man in a blatant.land,
Wha'tever they call hlm, -what care I ?
Arltocrat, -democrajt, - autocrat-one
Who can rule and darè not lie.

In Mattheos Ismirlian Tennyson's
prayer bas been granted word for
word. If the present confliet results
ln the enfranchisement of the Arme-
nians from the rule of their oppres-
sors, Patriarch Mattheos will be rec-
ognilzed and remembered among the
saviours of his people ; if it fails, he
will go down with his nation, sacri-
ficed either to the revenge of the
Turks or to the malice of disappoint-
ed revolutionists.

Mattheos Ismirlian is still a young
man. He waa born in 1845 in Kum-
Kapu, the Armenian quarter of Con-
stantinople, and there inthe patri-
aTch's church he was christened with
the name of Simeon. He is of hum- MATTREOS ISMRLIAN,
ble family, as lswtrue of all the Arme-
nian clergy. His grandfather was a by 'the Cathlloos George IV., at Etch-
tailor from Smyrna, and the name miadzin. Fronatihat tue bis pro-
Ismirlian, or 'the man frompSmyrna,' motion froncnposition o! author-
was assumed when -the family came ity ta another was rapld. In 1886 le
to Constantinople. Simeon's boyhood was made leader or directar of thc
was passed il Kum-Kapu ln atten- parish o! Egypt, under theauthoritY
dance on the Armenian grammar a!,Uic>patrlarch of Constantinople.
schools. From early youth the re- The impravements that he instltutcd
liglous temper of is mind was appa- were numerous; Uic paHsh was
rent, and when he was nineteen years cleared of debt, thc churches and. of-
old he was made deacon of the Arme- ficlal buildings were re-furnishedasd
nian Church ln the little village of rcpaired and assembiea were organ,
Ortakeuy on the Bosphorus. lzed. The efficiency o! bis service

The Armenian like the Greek.,la that country braught hicdcco
clergy is divided Into two classes- ration of a golden cross from Kin
the parish priests, who are married Meaelek of Abyssinia sud.the second
and can never rise above this posi- class 0!.the.Medjldleh froz the Sul-
tion,.and the celibate clergy, to whom tan; and, rwhat was much more che-
the highest offices ln the church are ished, the devtion of.«ail the
open. To a young man entering the lFallnghealtîfinal-"ý-
Church the -alternative always pre- ]y compelled hlm-la 1891 ta rata to
sents itself-married lifè withl iheContantinople. The followLng year,.
career of parish priest, or celliacy brought Isndrliar- a remarkable proof
with the possibility of promotion.of the lava of the nation.: The dcath-
With young Ismirlian there .was no'the cathollcos o! EtcÈmiadzln ne-.
hesitation.- Hejentered the celibate cessitated'a ne* eleetion by.the:na-
clergy ln 1869 ý when twenty-fourtional ascsmbly. Naturally tha of-
years o age hewas ordained as arch- fiee.of catholcos,. the ig'hest- la the
prest ;and received the naime of Mat-' glft af Uic Armenlan Oburchle cov-
theôs. . The. next five years wera eted by al men of -abllty, aid:the
'buisyibut not especially èvebtyul. Hb candidates who flatter themselves

-idintro-attmehs.r-

with hope3 of election etraîn every
nerve to secure the prize Bishop,
Mattheos, though, prominen : in all.
the ouncils of the Churth, refused
to make ànj effort tô secure his elec-
tion; and even declinéd to declare
himself a* candidate.. Nevertheless,,
on the lIrst vote.of the assembly, he
was among the four receiving the-
greatest number of votes, and' on a
subsequent ballot, his name wasonc
of 1two lent-to, the.Tsar for appoiùt-
ment to the office-df. catholicos, for,
by the constitution, the final appdint-
ment ls made by the Czar from two
names sent to him by the assembly.

Although Ismirlian's name was re-I
jected by the Czar, It was felt from
that time that he would be the.next,
patriarch. The sentiment was justi-
fied when the great political and re-
liglous assembj ,'of the Armenian
people was smniioned to meet in Con-.
stantinople in December,,1894, for the
election of a new patriarch. From
the first there was- but one voice
among the delegatés. The question

of intense interest was, 'Will the Sul-
tan confirm the election oif a man of
such known resoluteness and pa-
triotism ?' Great was the exultation
among the deputies of- the assembly
when it was signifled froa the palace.
that the choice* of Bishop Mattheos.
Ismirlian 'wouqd be approved. Ac-
cordingly, in Decemiber, 1894, the elec-
tion was completed and was Immedi-
ately conflrmed by the Sultan.

Since that time Patriarch Mattheos
has been in ai very reai sense the
champion of his people, bearing their
griefs and carrying their sorrows as
few have done even in an office that
has been filled by men of. conspicu-
ous consecration. If tlie hearts of
all Christendom have been stirred by
the stories of suffering that have
ecme 'from Armenia, how mudh more.
have these stories wrung the heart of
a man who feels that he has been
called to be the leader and the father
of this people ! By every legal means
In his power he has -fought for the
deliverance. of hlsnation, despliing-
death and the threatof- imprison-
ment. AboutaIn-nontliafter;his ln:
stallation as patriarch he sentto Riza
Pasha, the minister: of justice, a let--

h

ter requesting power:t àppoint .new
bishops in hose-places where,'as in
Mcosh, the bishopsa had .been in pri-
son for periods of ifr'oa one to three
years. The minister immediately
dEspatched a note in reply, saying
that the statements about Moosh were
false and-demanding their withdraw-
al. The patriarch replied, 'The
statements are true and the truth I
cannot. withhold.'

The governaent of..the Sultannat-
urally regards the patriarch as its

*arch-enemy. The -Turks demand a
man« who shall be subservient to
them. They have found in Mattheos
Ismirlian a man of indomitable cou-
rage w-ho cannot-be bribed, fiattered
or deceived. His first audience with
the Sultan, on Jan. 11, filled Con-
stantinople with amazement. .. In-
stead of offering to His Majesty the
usual honeyed flattery of tih' Eastern
court, this plain- priest of a con-
quered people stooa before the ruler,
tbanked him for the confirmation of
his election and then said : 'As far as
my conscience permits me I will obey
you, but at the same time I musc look
to the welfare of-my people.'. Not a
word-of hypocrisy, not a syllaible of
flattery; not an intimation of, prayers
for the life and heaIth of the sover-
eign !' ý The Sultan In a rage ordered
him.to be sent away and omitted the
customary decoration.

One other communication between
these two mcn is worth recording.
About one month after the last inter-
view the Sultan again sent for the
patrlarch and offered him, as a deco-
ration, the first class of -the Osmani-
yeh, the highest decoration that can
bo given to a civilian subject of the
empire. 'Your Majesty,' was the re-
ply, 'what bave 1l to do with such
t.ings ? I am a simple priest. I
live on bread and olives, as do- my
pecple. I -have no place in my bouse
for such gorgeous things. I pray
you do not ask me to accept it.' And
so the royal bribe was rejected.

Personal courage, rising from- :a
deep conviction of duty to his office,
la a notable characteristic. In a city
wbere "no freedom of speech- exists,
he has made remarks In public that
would have caused his death or re-
moval at any other time. At the
installation- -service In the great
church, in -the presence of his peo-
ple, he mounted the pulpit, holding
in his hand the constitution granted
by Abdul-Aziz. Turning to the peo-
ple, he said : 'Before God, and in
presence of this meeting, I swear to
remain faithful to my government
and my nation, and to watch over -the
just and explicit fulfilment of this
constitution. My understanding of
the word "faithful" ls this: faithful-
ness involves. on the side of the gov-
ernment, protection of lite sand pro-
perty. Without this "faithfulness"
on the sid of the subject la hypo-
crlsy.' .The boldness of these words
beccmes apparent when rwe realize
that the 'word 'constitution' Is abso-
lutely prohilbited In Turkey, and if
heerd in the mouth of an Armenian
m-eans imprisoument and perhaps
death ; and .with the memory of the
Sassoun outrages freshl In every mind
his deflnition of 'faithfulness' sound-
ed like high treason.
-The difficulties of his position are,

it la sad to say, daily growing great-
er. On -the one and stands the gov-
ernment, seeking by every .means to
destroy him and -his power ; on the
other stand the Huntschaglsts, rabid
revolutionists, who hope to free Ar-
me-nia by the knife. The-patriarch,
yearning with all his soul for the de-
liverance of h!s people, nevertheless
sees, as every wise man must, the fu-
tility of the Huntschagist plans, and
refuses to lend a ear totheir coun-
sels. Hence they declare that he
bas betrayed the cause, and they call
for bis. life. Rarely has man been
placed In harder position ; never, I
believe, has -he borne his lot with
more unfllnching heroism, in simple
consecration . to duty. -,Every -true
friend of Armenla prays that this
man's life may be- spared to-see a 
happier day- for his race, and tobe'
the patriarch, the father and ruler of
à restored nation.- ¶ .


