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NORTHERN MESSENGER.

Taylor’s recent great work on the origin of
the alphabet indicates the present extent of
our knowledge when, after showing thatthe
Egyptians accompanied their hieroglyphic
writing with a certain number of alphabetic
characters, it says : “The. immensely early
date at which such symbols are found is a
fact of the highest importance, and estab-
lishes the literal truth of the assertion that
the letters of the alphabet are older than
the Pyramids—older, in fact, than any other
existing monument of civilization,”

In fact, we find that the Egyptians, as far
back as the age of their most ancient surviv.
ing monuments, had in use letters adequaie
to the formation of a suflicient alphabet,
But they did not dare to trust themselves to
these letters alone ; they accompanied them
with a needless multiplicity of other signs,
The departure from this complicated sys-
tem, by discarding these unnecessary signs,
was an achievement reserved to the genius
of the Semitic races,

For hundreds of years in which this
hieratic writing, with its admixture of
hieroglyphs, was in use, a Semitic people
was sojourning in Egypt. From among the
countless books in the land during the re-
sidence of the Israelites there, a single
volume has come down to our hands, Itis
o papyrus which was found in a tomb in
Thebes, “one of the strangest waifs that
have floated down to us from the childhood
of the world.” Chabas terms it the most
ancient book of the world, *The manu-
geript at Paris which contains it,” says
Renouf, “was written centuries before the
Hebrew lawgiver was born,” Indeed, this
venerable relic of antiquity is probably
older than the times of Abrabam. This
priceless manuseript enabled De Rouge to
argue the direct derivation of some letters
in the Semitic alphabet from the oldest
form of the hieratic writing, as it appears
here, actually inscribed long before the birth
of Moses. He found on these faded and
almost illegible pages, letters which are the
unmistakable originals of some in the Semi.
ticalphabet, -

The ancient tradition that the Pheenicians
derived their art of writing, at least partly,
from Egyptian originals, i3 thus confirmed
by the latest paleographic investigations,
and is true of them alike with the Hebrews.
We have no remains of the Phenician
literature, Most of what we can learn of
its alphabet is derived from a few monu.
mental inscriptions, The single remaining
representative of its forms is found in the
Samaritan, “the sacred script of the few
families who still keep alive the old life of
Israel on the site of Sh’echem, and still wor-
ship, as of old, on Mount Gerizim.” But
the Phenician letters were substantially the
same as the Hebrew, Whether the Pheeni.
cinns conveyed their letters from their trad.
ing posts in Egypt to their own ports, or
gained their knowledge of them from the
Hebrews, is entirely unknown. But there
is no longer any doubt that their common
alphabet with the Mebrews, in some of its
original forms, was used in Bgypt before
the time of tho Hebrew exodus,” The sug-
gestion of Rawlinson that they probably
took their alphabet from the Hebrews is in
exact line with what historic evidence there
is on the subject,

If we are to go farther back and ask after
the primary origin of alphabetic writing, we
get no historic answer, ~ All that we know
13 that it was first the property of peoples
occupying what are called the lands of ‘the
Bible, the regions lying hetween the
Euphrates and the Nile,

We have seen that, in the earliest forms
of the Egyptian writing, there was a curi-
ous conjoining of picture-characters with
alphabetic signs, This was needless; but
those using it had no adequate sense of the
true value of letters. Although they seem
to have had some perception of the use of
letters, yet they preferred to trust chiefly to
the more crude and complicated hiero-

-glyphs.  We do not know how the Egyp-

tians came to attach these alphabetic forms,
the use of which they seem never to have
fully appreciated, to their picture.-signs,
But it is proved in history that only theé
Semites had such a sense of the full value
of letters as to make real practical use of
them, Is it extravagant to imagine that
they first originated them? We know that
Chaldma wasin very early communication
with Egypt. Possibly the germinal idea of
an alphabet, which the Egyptians got some-
where but were never able to work out
came to them originally from the valley of
the Euphrates where once bloomed the gar-

den of Eden. Let us turn our thoughts
thither,

The illustration at the head of this article
of a Babylonian brick, stamped, when the
clay was soft, with the ancient cuneiform or
arrow-headed characters, indicates that on
the banks of the Eu};hrates writing was in
use from a very early period, We have
specimens of this Babylonian writing which
are over four thousand years old, dating
back three hundred years before the time of
Abraham, But even then these letters had
ceased to be symbolic and already repre-
sented sounds, Thus we know that in
Chalda the art of writing had already
regched the stage which immediately pre-
cedes a strict alphabetic system. And we
know, by as good evidence as is thought to
be sufficient to establish the antigquity of
other documents, that one of Abraham’s de-
scendants wrote in alphabetic letters,
There are, therefore, no adequate considera-
tions to invalidate the view of Rawlinson
that Abraham may have brought an alpha-
betic system from Ur or Chaldwa, and that
this may have been modified in Egypt and
Canaan and assumed a settled form in the
writings of Moses,

All the lines of evidence now in our pos-
session converge to the conclusion that, so
far from its being improbable that Moses
could write alphabetically, it is certain that
Moses had access to the forms of the Semitic
letters, whether they came originally from
the valley of the Nile or from that of the
Euphrates, To use the words of Prof,
Robertson Smith inspeaking of the literary
development of the Hebrew, we are justi-
fied in concluding that  the Semitic peoples
possessed the art of writing and an alphabe-
tic character from a date so remote as to be
lost in the mists of antiguity. This char-
acter was formerly known as Pheenician,
its invention being ascribed to that people,
In reality it was the common property of
all Semitic nations between Assyria and
Egy{:t——zm alphabetic character in contact
on the east and on the west with more com-
plicated syllabic or hieroglyphic systems;
from vne or other of which it may possibly
have: been derived.”—Illustrated Christian
Weckly.
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LIVING LUNCH BASKETS,
8Y JOHN R. CORYELL,

Of course it is not at all surprising that
you shounld carry your lunch with you when
you are going to be away from home all
day, but think of an animal doing such a
thing ! :

There is the camel, for instance, Every-
body knows that it carriesits drinking water
with it, but it does more ; it carries its lunch
too. That hump on the camel’s back isnot
a curvature of the spine, as it may seem,
but a mass of fatty material. That hump,

1in fact, is the camel’s lunch hasket.

When a well-fed, healthy camel starts out
on a journey across the desert, its water
pouch is full, and its hump is big, When
water fails, the camel has only to draw on its
reservoir, and when food is wanting the
hump is called upon.

Not that the camel helps itself to bites of
its hump. That would be a decidedly un-
comfortable way of getting a neal, and very
likely the camel would rather go hungry
than do ‘that. In some way the hump is
gradually absorbed, and for a long time
after the camel has been unable to find any-
thing to eat, it can get along very comfort-
ably on what its hump supplies it with,
By-and-by, of course, the hump is used up,
and then the camel will starve as quickly as
any other animal,

A preat deal more like a genuine lunch
basket is the bag the pelican carries its food
in, The pelican is about as ungainly and
odd a bird as can be found, and yetis a very
interesting one, It has great webbed feet,
short legs, big body, huge wings, and an
enormous head,

Its head is mostly bill, and on the under
part of the bill is a flabby bag made of tough
skin. That bag can stretch and stretch
until it can hold an incredible quantity of
fish, for it is in that bag that the pelican
puts the fish it catches for its food. When
the bag is full, the pelican rises heavily
from the sea, and with broad sweeps of its
great wings tlaps slowly to the shore, where
it alights and prepares to enjoy the meal it
has earned. One by one the still living fish
are tossed into the air, and come down head
fist into the wide-opened mouth of the
hungry bird.

Then there are some of the South Ameri-
can monkeys which have curious little
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lunch baskets in' their cheeks. Everybody
must have seen monkeys stufling and stuf-
fing food into their mouths until their
cheeks were bulged quite out of shape,

It looks as if the greedy little fellows
were merely cramming their mouths full.
The truth is, many of the monkeys have
queer little pockets in their cheeks into
which they can stow enough foed for a
meal. Nor do the full cheeks interfere at
all with the chewing ¢f the monkeys any
more than if the pockets were outside in-
stead of inside of the mouth, .

The cow and deer and sheep and other
similar animals have still another way of
laying in a supply of food. They bite off

rass and leaves and swallow them without
chewing at all, That food goes into a
special stomach, there to stay until it is
wanted. When the animal is ready for it,
a ball of the food is made up in that first
stomach, and sent up into the animals
mouth. That ballis just a mouthful, and
the animal can chew it comfortably. After
it is chewed and swallowed it goes into the
proper stomach, and is digested, Eatingin
that way is called ruminating,—Hearper’s
Young People. :

SCHOLARS’ NOTES.
(From International Question Book.)

LESSON X.—SEPTEMBER 5.
JESUS THE TRUE VINE—Johu 15: 1-1G,
CoMMmIT VERSES 4-6,
GOLDEN TEXT.
Iam the vine,ye are the brauches,—John 13; 5.
CENTRAL TRUTH.

Abiding in Christ is thesource of the Christian

life, 1ts frults and blessings. .
DAILY READINGS

M. John 15: 1-16,

T,  Johnis: 17-27.

W. Psalm 80; 1-19,

Th, Isa. 5:1-7,

F,  1.John 2: 1-14,

Sa. 1l.Johnd4: 1-2).

Su, 1John 5: 1-15,

Tre.~Thursday evening, April 6, ten or
eleven o'clock, immediately after the last
lesson.

PLACE.—AN upper room in Jernsalem.

CIROUMSTANCES.—ALl the close of the Iasi
chapter, the whole company arose and prepnted
to leave the room; but Jesus hnd more tnsay,
and while they were standing, Iie spoke c¢haps.

.116 and 16, and uttered the prayer in c¢hap, 17,

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

1. TRUE VINE: the source of life to all Hig
disciples. FHUSBANDMAN: the founder and
owner of the-vine, who -enres for it, and whose,
is the fruit. 2, EVERY BRrRANCH: each indi.
vidual Christian, each church, is a branch,
PURGETH IT: cleanseth it, by pruning, by tak-
Ing awny any insects or fungus that hinders it,
by culture, by new life. 8o Jesus does with His
disciples. He gives new life,trains and leaches,
and removes whatever hinders fruit-bearing.
4, ABIDE IN Mr: by belleving, by loving, by
communion, by obedience, by studying His
Word, 5 Mucirt FRUIT - the fruits area holy
character, good life, noble deeds, the conversion
of others, the world made better, 7. ASK WHAT
YE WIiLL, ete. ¢ this promise Is to those who
abide in Jesus and live according to His Word,
for such will ask what is right and wise, 4.
CONTINUE YE INMY LovE: by obedlence (v. 10).
11, My Joy: joy of doing good, of loving, of
free, healthy activity, of conimunion with God,
of faith and submission, of heaven and all its
delights. 15, HENCEFORTH 1 CALL YOU NoT
SERVANTS : they were todo His will; but notin
aservlle manner, because Lhey must, or merely
frem a sense of duty, I HAVE CALLED You
FRIENDS: He tellsthem His plans; He works
with them as friends, and they serve Him be-
cause they love Him.

QUESTIONS.

Glve the time and place of this lesson,

i9 It connected with the last lesson ?
SUBJECT: ABIDING IN CHRIST.

AN [LLUSTRATION (v8. l-4).—T0 what is Christ,
compared? Who is the husbandman? Who
are the branches? What was done to the
branches that did not bear frult? What to
those which bore frut?  What Is meaut by
“purgeth it"t In what way does he do it?
What is it to abide in Christ?

1. FirsT EFFECT OF AnInina IN CuURIST,—
I*RUL'T (v8, 4-6).—\hat I8 the fruit the branches
ure expected to bear? \Why canuot they bear
fruit unless they abide in Christ! What be-
comes of those who will not abide in Him ¢

Il. 8SECOND EFrRCT,—ANSWER TO PRAYER
(v. ).—What promise is made to themi What
must they do to elaim it? Why can only those
who abide In Him have the certainty that ihelr
prayers will be answered?

111, THI®D EFFECT,—A PROOF OF INSCIPLE-
suip (v.8).—How Is the [Father glorified in His
childreni  What would prove them the true
disciples of Jesus? Why? .

IV. FourTH EFFECT,—ARBIDING IN THE LOVE
oF JESUS (V8. 9, 10).—How much does Jesus love
us! What comtortand help in this? How may
we continuein His love? How does He show
this by His own experience?

V. F1¥ru EFFECT,—FULNESS OF JOY (V. 11)—
What was one reagon Iie had spoken these
things tothem? What is Christ's Joy? Isthis
the highest and truest joy? How much joy
may we have? ‘Does religion make us happy1

VI, SIXTH EFFECT,—LOVE TO ONE ANOTHER
(v8.12-14).—What Is the grent commandment q[‘
When did we study about this before?
(ch, 13 : 84.{ How much should we love one
another? What isit to lay down our life for
others?

VI1l. BEVENTH EFFECT,~I'RUE SERVICE (VS.
14-16),—Is it our duty to serve Christ? What is
ihe difterence between serving Him as a bond-

How

servant and asla friend? How may we know
whether we are His friends? (v.14,) How has
He chosen us? What for{

LESSON XIL-SEPTEMBER 12,
THE MISSION OF THE SPIRIT.—John 10: 5-20,
CoMMmIT VERSES 8-11,
GOLDEN TEXT.
He will gulde you into all truth.—~John 16 : 13,
CENTRAL TRUTH. -
The mission of the Holy Spivit is to convince

the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgs
ment, and to guide disciples into all truth,

DAILY READINGS,

M, John 16 : 1-20.
T, John 16 £2-33,
W. Acts2: 1-21.

- Th, Acts2; 2243,
R, Acts 24 : 10-27.
Sa, 1 Cor 15: 1-20,
Su.  John 14: 15-31.

TiME—Thursday evening, April §, A.D, 30,
The night before the cructiixion, immediately
after our last lessou.

PLACE.—An upper room in Jerusalem,

INTRODUCTION,—This lesson isa continuation
of the discourse in our last lesson. .

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES,

7. IT 18 EXPEDIENT FOR You THAT 1 go
AWAY: why? (1) Beeause only when glorified
in heaven could they see Him as He isIn His
divine nature. (2) 1n bodily presence He could
Le with but few at & time; now He ean be with
allalikeatall times, (3) By His going away the
Comlorter came. (1) Because they needed 10 be
trained to live by faith, not by sight. (5) Only
by going away (LY the cross) could He milke
atonement for sin, THE COMPORTER: tho
ADVOCATE., One who pleads, convinces, in-
stracts, as wellas ecomforts, I WILLSEND Hid:
first on Pentecost, two weeks later, and ever
after, 8. REPROVE: convince, convict, 9, Ow
SN, ele.: (1) Rejecting Christ is rejecting all
voodness, for He [s the sum of all, (2) Itis re.
ecting God. (3) Only a very sinful hieart conld
resist HIs love. (1) Christ isa perfect standard,
and, by seeing l1im, we_are convieted of our
own short-comings, (5) Tubelief shows great
ingratitude. 10, OF kG “EOUSNESS: of God’s
goodness, and what we ounght to be, (1) Jesus,
going to His Father, made men see His good.
vess in Its true light, (2) By dying on the cross
He showed perfect obedience. ~ (3) By Ells deati
for us He showed how much He valued our he.
coming good, ({) By His going the convineing
Spivit came, 11, OF JUDGMENT: thelr false
views and standards, and -God's true and just
Judgment, and that God will judge us for all the
deeds done iu the body., THE PRINCE oF T'i18
WORLD : Satau. IS JUDGED: condemned; the
mark of disapproval put upon him; his plans
thwarted and defeated. 13, GUIDE You INTO
ALL TRUTH : so that they would be inspired In
their writings, and in thelr plans for the new
Church, NoTSPEAKORFHIMSELR: the Father,
Son, and Spirit are all in hbarmony, The Spirit
nnfolds the I'wiNags To CoME: the book of
Revelation, and new developments ol trath
thirough all the history of the Chiureh, unsearch-
able riches of Christ, 16 A LirTrrni WHILE,
ete.: they would behold Him no more in bodily
form, but. they would see Him after Hig resur-
rection, and then in His Spiritat Pentecost, and

‘His working all through the ages,

QUESTIONS, ,
INTRODUCTORY.—G1ive the time and place of
this lesson. Its connection with the last lesson,
The circums(ances.
SUBJECT: THE MISSION OF THE HOLY
SPIRIYL,

[. THE PROMISE OF THE COMFORTER (VS, 5-7),
—\Why were the disciples filled with sorrow?
What did Christ promise them for their com-
fort? Glve reasons why it wagexpedient for
Him togoaway? Wholis meant by the Com-
forter? Why is He so called? When was this
promise fulfilled

Why would not the Comforter come unless
Christ went away? IExplain more fully the
reasons why it was expedient for Jesus Lo go
away. . ]

11, THE WORK OF Tut COMFORTER ON THE
WORLD (vs. 8-11) —What three things does the
Spirit do for the world? What is meant by
“the world"? Meaning of “reprove” herot
‘How does the Holy Spirit convince of sint
What is the need of belng convinced ofsin? Iy
unbelief so great assin? Why? Whatls it to
convinee of righteousness? What is the need
of this? What is it toconvince of judgment?

How does the Spirlt convince of sin ¢ beeause
they believe not.on me"? What Is the connce-
tion between His going tothe Ifather and the
Spirit convincing - of righteousness? What
judgment, is veferred to? AMeaning of ‘‘ because
the prince of this world is judged” 1

III. Tar WORK O THE COMFORTETR FOR TUE
DiscIrnEs (ve. 12.20.—-Why did not Jesus tell
His disciples all they needed to know? (v, 12.)
Who would guide them toall truth ¥ tow does
this teach us the inspiration of the New ‘esta-
ment? What would the Spirit tench them?
How Is this a test ol influeuces whether they
are (rom the Holy Spirit? May we have this
guidance? What must we do to receive it?
what did Jesus by *a little while and they
should behold Him unomore”{ When should
they see Him again? In what ways? (1 Cor
15: 5-8; Aects 2:32,33; Comp, John 14: 16-18;
Acts I: 1L) HMHow mauny texts can you find
showing the work of the Holy Sphrit?

PRACTICAL BUGGESTIONS,

1. Sorrow comes at some time to all,

1I. But, the sorrows God sends are expedient
for us, for only through them can come the ful-
ness aud perfectness of joy.

111, One great need of the world is to be con-
vineed thatthey are sinners and need salvation,

1V. Then they need to be convineed that there
is real goodness, and that it is possible for them
to hinve it.

V. They need to be convinced that judgment
will come upon them unless they forsake sin
and become righteous,

V1. The greatest sin, the sonrce of many sins,
ig refusing to believe in Jesus Christ,

VI1I, Those who wholly commit, themselves
to the guidance of the loly Spirit will be
guided into all truth.

VILI. We can test whether we are guided by
the 8pirit, because what the Spiril teaches
always agrees with the teachings of Christ,
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