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Memoriols of Dr. Ryerson.

love bim even before we were cap-
able of estimating his character, or
the greatness of the service which
¢ was rendering to his own and
coming geneiations; and the know-
ledye of him which we have been
pern.itted to acquire in our riper
years has only tended to deepen the
imspressions of him which we re-
ceived in early days.

“As tbe fearless and powerful
champion of civil and religious
hiberty, and of the equal rights of all
classes of bis countrymen, he is as-
sociated in our memory with the
patriotic and Christian struggles of
a past generation, which have re-
sulted in securing to our beloved
land as large a measure of liberty
as is enjoyed by any country under
the sun. Inrespect to the incompar-
able system of Public Instruction,
to the perfecting of which he devoted
so many years of his active and
laborious life, and with which his
mame mwst ever be assaciated, we
feel that he has laboured and we
have entered into his labours. We
can hardly conceive how either our
country or our Church could have
been what they are to-day, but for
his fidelity and the work which he
accomplished.

“The lively interest which he took
in every patriotic, Christian, and
philanthropic moveinent, especially
those which tended to increase the
influence and usefulness of his own
Church—the zeal with which he
laboured for them, and the large-
hearted, generous liberality with
which he contributed of his means
for their support — awaken our
gratitude and thankfulness, and will
be a perpetual inspiration in our
efforts to promote those objects
which lay so near his Leart, and to
further the interests of that cause
which he served so well.

“But standing, as we are to-day,
with bowed heads and stricken
bearts, beside the grave which has
Just closed upon the mortal remains
of our venerable departed brother,
though we would not forget what he
bas done for us, we prefer to think
of what, by the grace of God, he
was, than of what by God’s good
Providence he was permitted to ac-
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complish, We delight to cherishthe
memory of his penitent and child-
like faith in Christ—the sinner’sonly
Saviour and hope—and of those
graces of the Holy Spirit which
gave so much beauty »nd sweetness
to his character, and which were
mare and more conspicuous in his
declining years.

“ Though Dr. Ryerson was a man
of positive views and devotedly at-
tached to his own Church, he was
distinguished for his comprehensive
charity, and his geauine apprecia-
tion of great and good men from
whom he differed widely in opinion.
His goodness no less than his great-
ness will serve to keep his memory
fresh among us, and the recollections
of his virtue is to us a powerful in-
centive to a fuller consecration to
the service of God.”

When the District Meetings and
Conferences of our Churchassemble,
there will be, we venture to say,
many such expressions of loving re-
gard. Painful will be the blank
couzed by the absence of the “good
grey head that all men knew,” and
of the wise counsels, the ripe re-
ligious experience, the kind and
genial presence of the venerable Dr.
Ryerson.

A very good criterion of a man’s
character is: How dces he get on
with his colleagues? Does the famil-
iarity of daily intexcourse, year after
year, increase or lessen their esteem?
Few men will bear this test so well
as Dr. Ryerson. The more one saw
of him the more one lcved him.
Those who knew him best loved
him most. Dr. Hodgins, the Deputy
Minister of Education, for over
thirty years the intimate associate
in educational work of Dr. Ryerson,
knowing more fully than any living
man the whole scope of his labours,
sharing his anxieties and toils, re-
cords on another part of this Maga-
zine his estimate of his character,
In all those years there never was
an hour’s interruption of perfect
mutual trust and sympathy. Noson
could have a stronger filial love for
an honoured father than had Dr.
Hodgins for his late venarated Chief.
It was his priviliege to minister to

the latest hours of his revered



