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tiincs and cirdunistances pass away ; yct, while the>, last, are
oft;em naturally and almost necessarily esteenied above thiose
virtues which are mnost i'eal and universal. These, factitious
virtues are the offspring for the niost part of early states of
society, amid the attendant narrowness of moral vision. Such was
headlong valour aniong the Northnien. Suieh wandam is,
punctilious optliyaniong the tribes of the l)esert. Sucli was
the faniatical patriotisin of the aucients, whieh remained a virtue,
while the nationi reinained the largest sphere of mîoral synipathy
kniow'n to maon -his vision not having yet enilwaeed his, kind.
Thle taint of one of these factitious eand tenxiporarvt-% virtues would,
iii the eye of historical philosophy, have been as fatal to the
perfection and universality of a type of cliaracter as the taint of
a positive vice. Not only the fello,%-counitryniieiî, but tije
conipainlons and Aposties of Christ w'ere, hy the account of the
GJospels, înibued witli that .Jewishi patriotisn, the fanatical
intensity of whichî disgusted even the ancient morld. They
desired to, convert their Master into a patriot cliief, and to turn
lis universal miissioni into one for the peculiai' hénefit of His own
race. Had they succeedcd in doing so, even in the slightest
degrec, the tirne would have arrived *when, the vision of man
being enlarged, and his affection for his country bccoming
subordinate to his affection for his kind, the Christian typeý would
have grown antiquated, and would have heen left behind in the
progress of lustory toward a higher and anîpler ideal. But such
is flot the case. A just affection for country imay indeed find its,
prototype in Him who wept over the inpending destruction of
Jerusalem, and who offered the Gospel first to, the .Jew: but fis
character stands elear of the narrow partiAlity which it is the
tendency of advancing civilization to discard. From exaggerated
patriotismn and from exaggerated cosmopolitanisin the Christian
example is equally free.

Asecticisini, again, if it bias neyer been a virtue, even under
exceptional circumstances, is very easily inistaken for one, and has
heen almost universally iniistaken for one lu thie East. There arm
certain states of soeiety-sueh, for exaniple, as that which the
Western inonks were called upon to evangelize and civilize by
their exertions -in which it is difficuit to, deny the usefulness and
menit of ail ascetic life. But had the type of character set before
us in the Gospel been ascetic, our social experience miust have
discarded it in the long run; as our moral expenience would have
discarded it in the long run liad it been conneeted with those


