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ns tise Il ing's Confession." To thfs confcssbon tise KCing hirnacîlf witli hà
lsousclid ssnd ceunsoilor8 ndisibitcd thecir sienatures. .Along wit.hi thi, Jamesa,
througls hi-; reprccîativo tino Laird of Caprmntoulle, prcaentkd to thse AWidnbly
"cerwiss relli; tossaining thse nusunber of ]?re8byterics te whisn the pianting cf
"Kirks shiouid belong, and tise nusinbera of congregations beioniging te, Cetc
"Iresb ti-le; -, nd tise Assemrblie, clid iionisate à coinnu iW for reviseing cf the
"dr---glt, and dto repost thuir judgennt, tisereanent." After this coinmiltec

hnd reportcd, thcir judgment on tisis inalter, it appenre, that Iltho Assbinbl
"thoucrst, geod tisat wvis out, deiay sosue 1Presbyturius bc cunstitut for paterne te
"mmcl ns wcere to bc cecîd nfternrds; viz, at Edinburgh, StL Androiv'e, Dona.
"dec, Perths, Stirling, (JltisguwN &c." Such is the mtaternent in "1 ?orbe' îsr

ration," but in "B low't llis.ory" thore is a fulier statenient tisaiis due, front
ivhich ivo gather thftt tise Assenibiy isaviiug rcdssccd &.he 924 reptctd iCirkca in
Scotlnind te 000, -1dividcd txern into 50 Pr*ibytc.scs or thercabouti ; 12 ICirks
'or tinercâbout te cach1 1rcsbytery. Threc Pre.sbytcrica or more, or fewer, use.
"cording as the country lies, te nsake up a Provinciail Synode aîsd «% Dioti;
"and everie Provinicial I Synode stiai1 appeynit the place of tise laixt Synode

Il withiun tihe saine Diocie.
Theni follnws a list of 18 Provincial Synoda and of 53 Prcsbyterics, ccniduj.

ing %with the reniark. "Thus Presbyterices were pi esentlie erectcd in tise mnt
Ileminent, p laces to bc patterras te tise rest." Aga;n,in tie xext Assetitbly whicb
met nt D Ediiburgh in Octc'bpr cf the saine ycar (1581) it was Ilordaincd -that
"Preshyteries bu fullie and rigistlie conistitutcd, nnd tisat the nsow naîned plsrk
"cf n Presbyterie scat be net, allered, but inith the nd,%hze cf tise Getirll
"Asnmbiy." Agiin, in the fsftictîh Assembiy, May lOth, 1580, -we find it
"Inneted : Tisat 1resthyterfes bc scîtled ia al) convenient places." Froin this

date tihe Presbytery (thoughi not ivitliost opposition from, the Episcopal party)
took tise place in the gcvernment cf the Chsrrch which it no cipies. Jience
we, flnd tisat in 1502, when E piscullacy %vas9 ahoiisiscd andow tie 1'l:resbyferlau
discipline re-stored, tise goveramnent of tise Cimurcli 'as establislicd by Niti
Session, Synods and Asseniblies. Thsis order was ratified and approved by Act
cf .LParlianient, (1502> an Act wlsich is regardu-d ns tise charter of the Chtrls
liberties. Tise poeors of Preshyteries wcere aise in said IlAcV" defined and
describcd as follows:

IMÀArEmcS TO D55 INTREATrr 1.1 T118 PnRnYTEusms.-The power cf tise Preb-
"byterioe is te give diligent laboures in tise boundes comznitted te their ehairge
"'1'at the Rirkis be kepit in gude ordeur, te cinquyre diligentie ocf isaudhie
"snd ungodly personesq, and te travell te bring tharne in tic way agane, bce d
"niniticun or tlsrertening of Goddis judgements, or be correcticun."

It was probabiy about thfs turne, tee, that the power of cecting commisslon-
ers or repsesentatives te tise General Assembly ivas trarssfcrred frein the Synodal
Assembiy te, the Presbytery. In 1593 the naines and number of tise ]?resby-
teries were earefuily rccorded in the Acts. cf the Assembiy as if for thsis purpose,
but it ivas nut tili 1094 that tise proportion cf Ministers and EIders te be sent
frein tise Presbyteries wvas determined.

From this listorical survey of tliu developemnent cf the Presbyterian Polity
iate the symetrical furie a in hich it aew apj>ears in Seotland, in the Uni te
States, and parLiy amongat usa, i %ili be seen that the process bas net ben à
regular one from the congreggation te tise Assembiy. Tise Churcli Session and
the Géneral Assemlily seesu te have sprung into existence at one end tCe
samue tsme-thicy wure contemspuraneous. The Assennbiy it wouid further ap
pear calied fate existence the Provincial Sytsod, te ineet tise pressing wvantsd
thse Ghurcis at that timu-to bu tihe Superistetidemsts Council and te bo a Cherk
upon his prelatie tunduncies. .Again, the Session tegiet.her vith t.he voluntMr


