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ADDRESS OF THE PRUESIDENT,

OUR NATIVE LANGUAGES,

E meet to-day after another
year of work as a Society, to
report progress, and to submit, in the
various Sections, the contributions of
the year to the departments of letters
and scicnce cmbraced within our
comprehensive organization. In ful-
filling the duty that now devolves on
me, I might be tempted to follow the
example of some who, in analogous
positions, have surveyed the whole
field of work, with its possibilities 4nd
opportunities: I might aim at a
résumé not only of the actual achieve-
ments of Canadian science and let-
ters, but of all that lies within the
compass of its most ambitious aims.
But such an attempt would invclve a
review of the intellectual life of the
age. Physics and metaphysics, pale-
ontology, archzology, history and
belles-lettres, all alike claim our atten-
tion ; but amid the wide diversity of
intellectual activity which marks the
era, a disposition is increasingly
manifested to give the foremost place
to questions which directly affect
humanity.  The speculations of
science more and more converge
towards one centre; and ‘along with
this it is m\possxbxe to overlook the
growing tendency among one class of
enquirers to translate hypothesis into
scientific dogma. It is well that we
should ever bear in remembrance
that ¢ Evolution,” which is the magic
word assumed for the present to solve
all dlﬂlculnes, necessarily 1mp11es
progressive change; and so points to
a beginning—a Creator. This novel
hypothesis of the great English natu-
ralist of our century, which offers for
its acceptance a new science of life,
has revolutionized the whole course
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of scientific speculation. The geolo-
gist, responding to its appeal, under-
takes, on strictly scientific cvxdence,
the significant problem of the anti.
quity of man. The biologist unites
with the palxontologist, in a renewed
search for his pedigree.  The psycho-
logist has embraced within the sphere
of his philosophic speculations the
evolution of the intellectual powers,
the conscience and the will; and
assumes no less dogmaucally to
determine the descent of mind.

With so vast a range of speculation
thus comprehended within the field
of scientific research, the most gifted
student might well hesitate to cope
with the theme, in this its revolution-
ary stage. For ime, the attempt
would be altogether presumptuous ;
and I shall best fulfil the duty now
devolving on me by limiting myself
mainly to one department of research,
which, as I conceive, has special and
urgent claims on the attention of this
Society at the present time.

The Science of Language, itself
among the youngest of the sciences,
has not escaped the influence of the
new revolution; and novel theories
of the evolunon of language itself
supersede earlier enquiries into the
origin of letters. In one respect the
Royal Society of Canada differs in
its constitution from older kindred
societies of the mother country, in so
far as it includes, within the recog-
nized work of its Sections, both
French and English literature. Here,
accordingly, larfguage finds its legiti-
mate place; and without embarking
on the seemmg‘y shoreless sea of
spcculatlon and hypothesis that I
have indicated, there aré certain
aspects of comparative philology



