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who 1:3s propesty in the country js the only legi-
timate tax-payer; and when an equitable sys-
tem of assessnient is established, the burden of
keeping up the revenue and credit of the coun-
try will foll extremely: light upon the landed in-
terests, 10 any farmer doubts the soundness of
these views, it would at least be worth the atten-
tion of such an individual to caleulate the exact
amount of impsest taxes he pays the governtuent
snnually, and then add.to that smount the extra
profits that he pays the merchant for his goods,
from the circumstance that the merchant is
obliged to pay the duties the moment the goods
are landed  But few are dispesed to look into
tke why.and the wherefore cf.this somewhat in-
tricate guestion, but in order to fully understand
the real merits of the case, it is absolutely neces-
sary to exgmine the subject in all.its details aild
bearings. To bring the matter practically home
to our individual case, we find that we have paid
the governu.ent, during the last twelve momﬂs,
no less a sum than-£40, in she shape of ippost
taxes; anl although this may appear a heavy
1ax, atill there are scotes of farmers whose indt-
rect taxes have even exceeded this large amount;
and they have borne it with.such christian forti-
tude, that it is extremely doubtful whether they
baveever given. the matter. a moment's serious
refiection.

The next great evil, and probably the greatest
~ all is, the monopoly which has been given 1o
Banking Institutions, in the shape of Royal
Gharters. These nstituwions, more than any
other influeace, have been the means ot encour-
aging extensive commercial operations, which
the infant state of the country did not in the
slightest degree warrant. If the same amount of
capital and encouragement had.been given on
the same easy terms to the farmers and mechan-
i3 of the.country, the casewould have beenvery
differens indeed to what it is at present ; bat no,
the hongst plodding preducer has lrad no oppez-
wnity of ewploying borrowed capital, a8 has
been the case with mercantile men and specuia.
tors, aud they have been heavily burdened with
mdirect tazation, as-we have already amply
proved. It ishigh-time this evil was completely
removed, and :he best method of ppoperly do-
ing 80, is to abolish at once the present ususy
1aws, and 1o establish free trade in every sense
of the term. The usury laws sare practically
eredud. by, every business man in the country,

—even the honest furmer who sells his horse, his
cow, or his hundred barrels of flour on crediy,
tekes good cate to secure a greater tate of inter-
est for the use of his property than six per cent.
In every. department of trade those laws are
cvaded, and evea the banking establishmens
practically obtain for the use of their caputal fully
twice siX.per oent per annunt upon the pawd up
capital. If this subject was weil understood by
the people of Ganada, every. henest man would
at once petition Rarliament to: repeal not only
this unjust law, but every ather.restriction tha
oripples honest industry, trade and commerce.

The moment that government no longer re-
lies upon direct taxaticn as a mean~ of sustam
ing the public revenue, that moment will active
measures be taken 10 encourage the producing
classes to extend.their operations, and every pos-
sible facility will be held out to influence the de-
velopment of the agsicultural, manutfactoriog,
mineral, and other resources of the province.

As a-fearless, and we trust independent and
consistent advocate of the rights and interests «f
the farmsrs and manufacturers of Canada, w
shall continue to advocate the repeal of eveny
odious enactment that may be found in our ste
tute books that has the slightest prejudicial infle-
ence in depressing the national interests snd
character of the colony.. We are delighted 0
see the Canadian press so generally and so ably
advocate the rights of the farmer, and we haw
not the slightest doubt but that if. this course be
fcllowed up by the press in general, that in les
than six months the enls complained of will b
removed. The following pertinent and practic
remarks are from the Toronto Globe, for whic
we solicit an attentive teading at the hands ¢
our subsenbers :—

The great question of Canada now is, Hor,
and to what extent, will Free- Tiade offect us’
Did one judge by the Jamentations heard on evey
side over the loss of protection for our grzin 2
the home market, it would very naturally b
concluded, that, under the protective system
Canada-had become a wealihy country~~that he
farmers-were enterprising and prosp. us—anl
commercial affairs flourishing beyond precedent;
that the ruthlees hand of Free Triade was ahat
to sweep.away.tinsdelightful staze of things,sné
leave thie country in poverty and yuin. A strat:
ger would form this opiniow, not from the e

versation..of Protectionisis. alone, put even. frx



