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drawing the lips of the wound together by
silver wire suture. The fowl must then be
{ed for a few days on materials which do not
lodge in the crop, in order to be prepared for
the action of the gizzard, and well broken
down meat with sloppy bread and milk, are
the beast forms of food for it—Prof. Gumgee.

Che Apiary.

‘Wiuntering Bees,

In countries where bees are prevented by
the cold of winter from flying out at least for
two months, it is best to transter them to a
particular standing-place. In making this
change the fly-holes must be stopped, but
they must be opened again after the bees are
put up in their winter quarters, This remov-
al not only saves food and affords protection
from the cold, but the risk of the bees being
ruined and the hives stolen is thus also avoid-
ed; asin winter they are prevented by tor-
pidity from defending themsclyes, entire bee-
stands might in this scason be destroyed, It
is bardly possible to provide bee-houses suffi-
ciently with locks; at all events, it is expen-
sive. In transferring the bees to their winter
quarters, the following rules should be ob-
served :—

1. The transfer should not take place until
the frost has set in.

2. The winter quarters sbould be absolutely
dark, clse the bees will fly from their hive
without being able to find their way back.

3. A dry cellar should be chosen, or rooms
with covered windows, which allow neither
the warmth of a stove, nor evaporation from
@ stable nor from cattle.

The hives may also be placed in barns
among hay or straw. If warm iweather sets
in after their transfer, the holes of the cellar,
&c.,, may be opened during the following
night for the purpose of cooling the stand,
for it is always better to keep their standing
place a few degrees below than above the
freezing point; but no particular ventilation
isrequired. There are many villages in Ger-
many having a common subterranean place
into which hives are transferred, watchine
them and looking after them from time to
time. In such cases the fly-holes must be
made more narrow, so as to protect the bees
from mice. To bury them in the carth, as
above dsscribed, without admitting air, forms
likewise goo ¥ winter quarters as the bees re-
quire still less food. [Wm. Buckisch, Patent-
Oflice Report for 1860.

Praxtiva WuoLe Poratoss—A correspoac-
evt of 1he Mark Lane Express says he did not
see g fie'd of defectile potatoes in Germany last
season »-d attributes it to the practice of plant-
ing emall potatoes whole.

fliscellaneons.

Habits of Beavers

The habits and habiiations of beavers furnish
many intercsting lessons fur study, to the wood-
men and hunters, whether scientfic naturalists
or not. In our boyhood the principal sources
of information respecting them wers the old
dams aud traces of dams that were found on
cvery litle brook where we fished or hunted
cowslips for greens. These leaver dams con-
sisted of ridges of earth from four to five feet
above the common level of the “beaver meadow™
flat, run: ing esch way from the brook to rising
land. We would find great numbers of these
dams when it woul be hard to unders}taud how
they could ever make pounds of sufﬁc:enn'depth
for the beavers' use. But the brooks in the
priveval forest, before the inroads of civ.‘:hzanon,
afforded more water then io modern times, and
in many instacces the marshy pools which the
beavers' babits require, by natural process have
grown up and filled up to solid land. Asinthe
older part of the country no new Wworks wers
found, it was geunerally understood th.aq .the
beavers left and moved off whenever civilized
gettlements grew up near them, and we heve
been surpriced to find in this region the evidence
of so many working beavers. Qu the different
tributaries of the St. Jubn river, running out of
this State, there are some hundreds of them
caught every year, and they do not seem to di-
minish. Hunting parties, whetker of whits
men or Ind.ane, consisting usually of two or
tbree men, get from ten to twenty beaversio a
winter's hunt. Lumbering operations have &
tendency to diive them to the small broo!is_ and
head sources of the rivers, wheo found on “dsiving
streams” their dams have been torn away; bug
they do not seem particularly shy of men or
settlements unless their dams or houses are de-
strecyed. Tour or five years ago, it is said, a
company cf them built dams and houses in the
town of Ashland, only two miles from the vil-
lage, or corner, asit i3 called, and staid two
years, when a part were caught, and the rest
driven away, by the hunters. . .

There are two kinds of them, differing only in
habitc. For some reason, now and then ove of
them wsuails wande:s alonz,aud has only & bole in
t.ie bauk of the river to live in,while they generally
live in puirs or families, huilding bouses and pro-
viding stores in companies—hence the terms
“family” or “working beavers.” ‘The supposi-
tion is, that the bank beavers are such as have
for some reason come short of a mate, or for
ideness have been driven from the ponds
and houses. They are the same animals every
way, only exiles The law of industry among
the working beavers is well attested by huntera,
‘heir dams or houses are built anew or re-
modled every fall, in & way to suit the heigh



