
office and favor."
Sofr Mr. Gourlay was ini the riglit but nowv bis to him unfor-

tunate facility of expression ini attaekiîig abuses gave a handle to bis
enemles. Rê-e -rot-e riolen=tletters to th apr abusitig Dr.

Sta and others in power and thus injured bis cauîse. In a docu-
ment pub]ishied by Iii a petition to the Prince Reg ent whichi was
aL true picture of the land question, a Passage wvas faste-ned on by the
Executive as libellous and a criîninal prosecution ivas set on foot
.tgatitst the wirter. He ivas arrested and thirown into juil at King«s-
ton ini Auguist, 1818, but wvas acquitterd. A few days after hie %vas
again arrested and tried nt Brockv-ille for another ulgdlibel in
the petition but w'as again acquitted. It Nvas now resolved to
drive hitu out of the countrv and to do so to iail b:Lck on an Act
passed in 1804, the Alien Act aiied at seditious or disloyal permson
w~ho had not lived six months in the country and io were n)ot
B'ritish subjects or had flot taken the oath of alh.gianice. Not one o
tiiese app;ie.d io Guurlay who was a loyal Be'itish subjee:t ami ha(d
livted in Canada a year and. a balf. A charge was mnade andti e iras
-irrestted bv the sheriff of the Niagara Distri,.t and brougbsi befort'
the Hon. Wrn. J)ickson and the Hon \Vîn..Claus an oath haviîigc beeî
t-iken by Isaac Swavzie that lie "lverily believed that Rlobert Gourlay
WILs ali evil mninded and -editious person and that lie had not been
ait inhabitant of the province for six nionths." He was ordered to
h-ave tht' counitrýy ini ton days. This lie did not do and on the 4th
.anuarv, 1819 Nvas arrestedf and lodged in jail w'here 1if> languisi.ed
tili the 2)Otli Aug-uçt, nliost eighit nionths. Althio-ugh lie procur.'d a
wîrit of Habeas Corpus to appear before Cluief Justi e Powell at
Yor*t% and hiad the evidence of Hon. '11 Hanmilton and Geo. Hamnilton
that the cbarges were false lie ivas rennded to prison althougli the
Ilighest legu I authorities pronounced his imiprisonnient illegal ani ini-
de-Yi the Alien ACt to be unconistitutional, lie reinained in close con-

Ii~îinen îiWdo Fl7iT1wedto sèakto friends through a
liole ini the door in the presence of the jailer. While in prison lie
wvote a letter which mppeared in the Niagara Spe -tator. The e -litor
B';rtenuiî Ferguson vas absent and knew nothing of its contents but
for tlhis lie -%vas :îrrested, confinied in Niagar.t juil for sedition bis
s ztýd e Leisug to pay a fine of £50, be imnprisanîed for Eiglteen
un'>)Iltlls, stai d in the public pillory for ornu hour, find security for

1J]000 and reinain ini jail tilI fine lie paid an 1 security gniven. Such
-eethe glories <:-f the fret' press of ninety ytars ugo, such we.re the

Zg1)0( ol<l .'avs that ive sonietirnes hear spoken cf.
I:*'ut to re.turti to Gourlay. He limiselfg-ives an account ý;t lits

sufferlugs and on flmi day of trial bhis -appearance wvas pitiable. U&e_
liad prepared adefence iii wrWug .bui.e aido inLn


