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by what he called personal merit, in
reality a selection from his own creatures,
which is often the true explanation of
the word merit, when used for party-
purposes. No expedient could better
serve such a purpose, than that of ex-
hibiting birth and rank, self-degraded
in the person of one, who he knew would
prove himself unworthy of the trust re-
posed in him.

When a system of espionage and secret
influence becomes the ruling principle of
government, it follows that the governed
must counteract its designs by =2 eimilar

process, and thus vesality and treachery
become legalized by the acknowledged

laws of self-defence. Lord Bellingham
had his agents in the army, as well as
Cromwell, and soon discovered that the
sword of Damocles was suspended over
his head. Though disaffected to the cause

he served, he had not courage to avow

his sentiments, or even prudence enough -
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