
..atj^iitmewMtatAidt 4aUMaa«uk.>4 ''-.Miu>-«»M' -

186 ^HB CLOCKMAKBR.

perhaps it would be as well you and I onderstood each other

upon. What is that? said I. Why, the last dme, squire,

said he, I travellefl with you, you published our tower in a
book, and there were some notions in it gave me a plaguy
sight of oneasiness ; that's a fact. Some things you coloured

so, I didn't know 'em when I seed 'em ag'in ; some things

you left out bolus bolus, and there were some small matters I

never heerd tell of afore till I seed them writ down ; you must
have made them out of whdle cloth. When I went home to

se6 about the stock I had in the Slickville bank, folks scolded

a.^d deal about it. They said it warn't the part of a good
citizen for to go to publish any thing to lessen our great nation

in the eyes of foreigners, or to lower the exalted station we
had among the nations of the airth. They said the dignity

of the American people was at stake, and they were deter-

mined some o' these days to go to war with the English i^they

didn't give up some o' their writers to be punished by our
laws ; and that if any of our citizens was accessory to such
practices, and they (itched him, they'd give him an American
jacket, that is, a warp of tar, and a nap wove of feathers. I

don't feel, therefore, altogether easy 'bout your new book ; I

,

should like to see it afore we part, to soften down things a
little, and to have matters sot to rights, afore the slang-

whangers get hold of it.

I think, too, atween you and me, you had ought to let me
go sheers in the speck, for I have suffered considerable by it.

The clock trade is done now in this province ; there's an eend

to that; you've put a toggle into thj^t chain; you couldn't

give 'em away now a'most. Our folks are not over and above
well pleased with me, I do assure you ; and the blue-noses scty

I have dealt considerable hard with them. They are plaguy

ryled, you may depend , and the English have come in for

thfsir share of the curryin* too. I han't made many friends

by it, I know ; and if there^is any thing to be made out of the

consarn, I think it no more than fair I should have my share

of it. One thing, however, I hope you will promise me, and
that is to show me the manuscript aforfe you let it go out of

your hands. Certainly, said I, Mr. Slick, I shall have great

'pleasure in reading it over to you before it goes to the press

;

and if there is any thing in it that will compromise you with

your countrymen, or injure your feelings, I will strike out the

objectionable passage, or soften it down to meet your wishes.


