
CHAPTER-I.

THE STRUGGLE BEFORE THE,-SURRENDER OF

SELF-RESPECT IN THE CONFESSIONAL.

THERE are two' w-omen who ought to be the è0nemt
ýssion of the diobjects "of the comp Isciples of Christ and

for whom dally pravers ought to be offéred at the Mercy-
Seat . the Brâhmin woman, who, deceived by her p*n*ests,

burns herself on the corpse of her husband fa appease
the wrath of her wooden gods - and the Rom ' Catholic
woman, who, -not less decelved by her priests, suffers a
tortue far more' cruel and ignominious in 'the confes-
sional-box to'lappease the"Nvrath of her wafer-god.

For I do not exaggrerate Nv-heji, 1 say that for many
nàble-hearted,, well-educated, high-minded women to be
fotred to ýunveil theïr-hearts before the tyes of a man,.
to open to Iiim ail -the most sacred recesses of their

souls, all. the most sacred mysteries of their single or
_nlarried--l'fe, to allow Iiim to put to them questiohs which
the most depraved woma.n m-ou-Id never consent to heur
from her vilest seducer, is ofteri more. horrible and
intolerable than to be tied on burnInýY coals.

More than' once 1 have secii women faint,-,in(y in the
conféssional-box, who told ine) afterwards, that the


