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“I shall freeze out. he ' said the
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Bhe dlimbed out of the carriagd and
with: Peter in the lead she plodded
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never beheld such a wonderful per
|mon, for the princess wore a long red
cloak and a black velvet hat, with a
| waving plume. and-ber muff was big
8@ round and soft. apd she had a |
{seart of the same soft fur about ber
|meek. Her hair was pale gold, and she
|bad the bluest eyes and the reddest
|Mpa, and ber smile was so sweet and ‘

gpread with a

cloth. There were a crusty loaf ar
lover sweet butter,
of all there were the
the bobbing little dwnp!
gether in an old mulberry tureen
It was perfectly

was a

er, with

AFTER SUPPER THEY POFPED THE OORN

| the head of the table, and little lame
'r‘m that”Jenny ran vight up to her Jessie said: “You were just sent to us
‘nd c:'ied Oh, T am so glad that you | g0 oy ermas. Why, it's just like—
“The night before Christmas, when all
through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even &

Jesste from her little chair echoed
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miss?* Peter inquired, ax If awalting |
orders |

“I will send a note by you.”
calm response, And as the'man web?
out she followed him and shut the
door behind ber. “Oh, Peter. Peter”
she whispered confidentially “T am
going to give them such a Christmas!™

“The little girls, miss?"

“Yes. They are so sweet and brave!
And 1 Bave the presents In my trunk
that 1 was going to carry to the other
children. But they will have so much
that they won't miss them, and I shail
spend my Christmas in a plain Hittle
house, but it will be a joyful house,
Peter.”

“Yes. miss.”
standingly.

“1 wish we had a’big tree.” daid the
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“It's 80 nice and warm and cozy."”

we are getting ready for tomorrow.”
On a small round table beside Jes-

jng In the details of the shabby room. { The children were nestled all snug in

their beds,
While visions of sugar plums danced in
their heads.”

“But our stockings weren't bung | little things to sleep early, and ll be

yet, and we weren't In ,” sald

sie’s chalr was a tiny cedar bush, and .
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I “1sn’t 1t?" said Jenny happily. “And |

princess regretfully
“Well, leave that to me, miss,” Peter
told -her eagerly. “Youn just get them

here with a tree.”
“Oh. Peter, Peter—8anta Claus!™ ex-
claimed the princess gleefully. “It will

be the nicest Christmas that I have
had since 1 was a wee bit of a girl."”
8o Peter went away, and the prin-
cess, with her eyes shining like stars,
danced back into the room and said,
“Oh, let's play ma ' i

Jessie and Jenny bud bever heard of
such a game, but the princess told
them that 'she was a ship on the high
seas and that they were to tell from
her cargo what country she hafled
from. ¥

“I carry tea,” she began. “Where do
1 bail from?”

“China,” guessed Jenny.
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