
London, March 
has been a busy 
with the mercury j 
the first drawing r 
held on Wednesday 
lace by the Prince! 
of the Queen, who 
at Cimiez, near N] 
shine was delightfl 
mor of a light fog 
driven away entire 
lis, and as the flow­
ing in the parks tl 
desirous of criticizi 
ladies going to and

THE DR4
was exceptionally 1 
ordinarily good-ht 
also enjoyed being 
about a number of 
ties which have bi 
the past week, and 
sembled the middle 
of the beginning.

Although the Pri 
yachting in the Me 
and the Queen is a 
France, the Princes 
daughters,
Maud, with the lal 
Charles of DenmJ 
Duchess of York, tl 
of Saxe-Co bourg an 
ing German royale 
apparently indel'ati 
for amusements of n 
scriptions. They hs 
shows, art galleries,! 
are still trotting are 
most interesting feaj 
room was the intr 
“ Karl,” as Prince Cj 
is generally termed; 
Maud, to court circ] 
took place in the th 
was easy to see th 
Wales was very pi 
couple, so much so. 
Marlborough House 
Palace, the Princess 
“ Harry ” the place i 
riage in order that tl 
be seen by the grea 
lining the hall.

Princ

THE Q
The departure of 

day for 1 lie south of 
forth a p it.hQic cccc 
ing feebleness of her 
she is evidently grie 
loss of Prince Henry 
was never tired of 
mother-in-law-, and \ 
sincere love for the i 
view of the state 
health much of thi 
abandoned, and 
wheeled on board tfl 
specially constructed 
riving at Cherbourg 
fog, which did not t] 
Queen’s condition, 
was noticed, were deq 
white flags, and by 1 
mand all the floral an 
were removed, and s 
ashore, a pathetic p 
almost heart-broken 
the dead and seeming 
interest in her sun 
mark of respect to th] 
master of one of th] 
regiments in garrison 
posed a piece in lid 
would not allow it to 
she did not forget 
thoughtfulness, as a i 
taken to him by one d 
waiting, testified.

BRITISH pq

si

The eyes of statesml 
and, for that matten 
Europe, have been I 
Berlin during nearly ] 
There, it is believed, tl 
Been solidified and iml 
undeistanding with G] 
to the great relief d 
Italy, whose throne 
shaken by the defeat d 
under General Baratiq 
Adowa. |

The sensation of the 
politics here has been 
position headed by tha 
the government’s pro] 
Duke of Cambridge a] 
addition to the £14,00(1 
draws as a Royal DtJ 
colonel of the guard, 
tion which, as has airs 
out, is directly contrarl 
made by the conserd 
A. J. Balfour, after t 
defeated, and a questid 
to cause some very live 
House of Commons, ed 
still asserted that pod 
ence has been brougH 
Mr. Balfour to chand 
fact, it is doubtful if 
even with its big major 
motion.

THE AMEER OF A
seems to have bee pi

Nazrullah Khan for hi 
Queen £120,000 worth 
of a special envoy.

The Duchess of Marlq 
Miss Vanderbilt) did 
Queen’s drawing room, 
announced she would 
the young Duchess rd 
where she and her hi] 
guests of the Marquis 1 
British ambassador, 
Duchess was one of thel 
meet the Prince of Wal 
his way to the Riviera. 
Marlborough has a you] 
personal attendant. aJ

The Season' 
Moveme 01

Pul

Pension for l)d 
Galleries an 

Opened

a ü

>- VE.fpl

- %

, ■ . "w

THE VICTORIA SEMI-WEEKLY COLONIST, MONDAY MARCH 16 18.16

i

THIR’

Ube Colonist. tion of the difficulties might be made. “ PREACH THE GOSPEL!” 
From the time the judgm 
Privy Council was rendered there ought The annual meeting of the British and 
to have been no difficulty in connection Foreign Bible Society was held yester- 
with the matter, nor would there have day evening at the Metropolitan Metho- 
been but for the annoying and arbitrary dist church, Mr. Noah Shakespeare, the 
interference of the authorities at Ot- president, being in the chair and the at- 
tawa. tendance being a very numerous one.

Before calling for the report the presi­
dent stated that the work of the branch 
had broadened into a new field during 
the year just closed, a colporteur having 
been employed and many bibles having 
been distributed with good results. Dr. 
Lang then presented the annual report 
as follows :

Premier and his colleagues believe that 
they would be doing an injustice to the 
Province if they accepted Mr. Bodwell’s 
offer, most intelligent men will conclude 
that they were perfectly justified in re­
jecting the offer on that ground alone. 
On this subject, too, the ordinary elec­
tor should be diffident of his ability un­
aided to come to a sound and correct 
conclusion. These financial questions 
are not as easy of solution as some per­
sons seem to think.

Here then are the two questions which 
the Premier answered in the negative :

(1.) Can the Province afford to pay 
the price which Mr. Bodwell asked for 
the road?

(2.) Are Mr. Bodwell’s proposals fair 
to the people of this Province?

The interest of the people of British 
Columbia requires that these questions 
should stand alone and be answered 
without reference to party politics or the 
antecedents of party politicians. If the 
province cannot afford the road on the 
terms proposed it does not matter what 
those who rejected them said and did 
three years or two years or one year ago. 
In the same way if the proposals are not 
fair to the people of British Columbia 
their consideration should not be mixed 
up with questions of local interests or 
party policy or personal jealousy. It is 
of the greatest importance that these 
questions should be considered in alj 
parts of the Province solely on their 
merits. We are quite satisfied that if 
this is done, and when this is done, the 
great majority of the electors of this Pro­
vince will not blame the Hon. Mr. Turner 
for giving a negative answer to them 
both.

of the intervening months. If the next 
Government of Delaware, from the Gov­
ernor down to the poundkeeper, is not 
single tax pure and simple, it will not 
be the fault of the believers of that 
economic theory in not only that state 
but in all the states.

But the success of the missionaries 
does not seem proportionate to their 
zeal. They have not, it is said, con­
verted a majority of the electors of the 
state. “The politicians of Delaware,” 
the correspondent of the New York 
Herald says, “ are given to ignoring 
the single tax movement. When it is 
forced upon their attention they say 
that its theories are of such a nature as 
to find acceptance only among a class of 
people that is not numerous in the 
State. . . It is likely, that when they 
come to the fight, these gentlemen of the 
single tax school in Delaware will find 
that only in districts where the single 
tax candidate will prove a diversion for 
the damage of the candidate of the op­
posing party, will the officials be ready 
to help him to prepare for the work at 
the polls ; and in spite of all the boasts 
of the hopefuls who cluster around the 
Campaign Committee rooms the outlook 
for single tax in Delaware cannot be 
truthfully described as a promising one.”

It seems almost a pity that the single­
taxers could not have everything their 
own way in the state of Delaware. If 
they gained control of the Legislature of 
that State we are quite satisfied that 
the impracticable nature of their theory 
would be demonstrated in a way that 
would make every single taxer, who 
posseses a grain of common sense sick of 
the very sound of single tax for the rest 
of his natural life. Nothing short of a 
practical demonstration of this kind will 
convince single tax enthusiasts that 
they are laboring under a strong delu­
sion, and that the économie doctrines 
which they almost worship can never be 
made to work to the advantage of any 
civilized community. Perhaps the cor­
respondent is mistaken and that the 
single taxers have a fighting chance in 
Delaware. If they have and if they suc­
ceed in getting hold of the government 
of the state we shall see what we shall 
see.

to give the minority no reasonable 
ground of complaint. What is wanted 
now is nothing more than to‘correct that 
mistake. This can easily be done and it 
is the only way to avert Dominion 
interference, for it is evident that 
the mistake must be corrected or Dom­
inion interference is inevitable. It is 
said that the Manitobans will correct 
the mistake for Mr. Laurier, but they 
will not for Sir Mackenzie Bowell. This 
is childish, and we believe that when the 
Greenway Government are convinced 
that a settlement must be made or 
Dominion interference cannot be avoid­
ed, no matter what government is in 
power, they will see that it is the part of 
prudence , and patriotism to settle the 
question without proceeding to extrem­
ities.

ent of the
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by

The Colonist Printing & Publishing Company, Limited Liability, After reflecting severely and, as we be­
lieve, very unjustly, on the course pur­
sued by the Dominion Government with 
respect to the school question, the Free 
Press goes on to say :

Another fortunate circumstance is that 
a new power has taken the lead in Otta­
wa; anew influence has arisen which I Mr. President,Ladies and Gentle- 
recognizes that the agitation is to be sub- men:—In presenting the report of the 
dued if worse is not to come of it. With British and Foreign Bible Society for the 
these agencies at work, w-e can well un- past year I have to note that your exe- 
derstand that Mr. Green way has been cutive committee have held five meet- 
prevailed u pon to consider terms of a set- ings for the dispatch of business, 
tlement. If there was not such agree- A letter from the society’s permanent 
ment in the despatches from Ottawa, it secretary in Toronto, dated 16th May, 
would be easy to believe that with the raised the important question of the de- 
ministerial influence of Sir Charles Tup- sirability of this branch emnloying a 
per in the ascendancy, supported by the colporteur for work in this province, 
rational, business sentiment of the coun- The suggestion was a welcome one and 
try as represented by Sir Donald Smith, was acted on without delay. Y our com­
an earnest effort would be made to dis- mittee secured the services of Mr. T. J. 
pose of the question before further and Barron, a graduate of McGill University,

I worse harm resulted. And when ap- who on 20th August was appointed to 
proached in a proper spirit there is not prosecute colportage work in this prov- 
now, any more than there has been since ince, and who entered on his duties 
the opinion of the Privy Council became forthwith, 
known, the slightest reason to suppose 
that Mr. Green way on his part would 
refuse to respond.

The indications, then, all point to a 
conference at the Capital, with the 
view of reaching a settlement of this 
vexing school question. It would be a 
thousand pities if nothing should come 
of it. In the interests of peace and har­
mony we believe both sides would be 
willing to make sacafices ; but if there 
should be failure, a terrible responsibil­
ity will rest on the side that refuses to 
go far enough.

A. G. SiRQISON, 
Secretary.

W. H. Ellis, 
Manager.
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We understand that the sections of 
the Assessment Bill that relate to 
mines and mining are to be amended in 
such a way as to meet the views of the 
most intelligent and the most experi­
enced of the mining men. The tax is to 
be one per cent, on the smelter returns. 
The proposed allowances for cost of pro­
duction, etc., are to be done away with 
and the uniform tax of one per cent, to 
be imposed, instead. This, it is said, can 
be easily collected and not easily evaded. 
The gentlemen who have visited the 
Capital to make representations to the 
Government on this very important sub­
ject express themselves highly pleased 
at the way in which they have been 
treated by its members. They have found 
them courteous and disposed to do every­
thing in their power to encourage the 
mining industry. They have, to judge 
by their manner, been agreeably sur­
prised by the way in which they have 
been received in Victoria. There can be 
no doubt that their own reasonableness 
and the willingness they freely express­
ed to bear a fair share of provincial tax­
ation had a good deal to do with the cor­
diality of their reception. We are glad 
to know that these gentlemen return to 
the Kootenay country satisfied, and con­
vinced that they and all others connect­
ed with the mining industry will receive 
justice and the most favorable consider­
ation at the hands of the Government of 
the Province.

Although prevented from prosecuting 
his labors continuously, various settle­
ments on Vancouver Island have been 
visited and faithfully canvassed. Mr. 
Barron’s reports while revealing a field 
sparsely settled, and hence one in which 
comparatively few sales of books could 
be effected, yet they reveal a most needy 
field for such labors. From the date of 
Mr. Barron’s appointment until the 
31st of December, 1895, he reports hav­
ing spent 40 full days in colportage 
work, having travelled 511 miles, visited 
713 families and individuals, sold 60 
bibles and 91 testaments, and given gratis 
three bibles and 25 testaments.

We heartily share in the hope expres­
sed in a recent letter from headquarters 
in Toronto, that “ though the good seed 
appears to be cast in stony ground, 
some of it, at least, will take root and 
bring forth abundantly to the glory of 
God.” We look forward with consider­
able interest to the vigorous p-osecution 
of this new departure in bible distribu­
tion work in connection with this 
branch.

Your committee has had under con­
sideration a proposal to place in hotels, 
steamboats and other public places, 
copies of the scriptures. We hope at an 
early date that the proposal will be car­
ried into effect, as recent advices from 
headquarters promise all needed help in 
the matter.

Our stock of bibles and bible portions 
at the depository, at Messrs. Hibben 
& Co.’s, was at the beginning of the 
year valued at $293.27. In the course of 
the year stock valued at $49.40 was re­
ceived from Toronto. Sales and grants 
for the year have together amounted to 
$171.25, leaving stock on hand valued at 
$171.42. An order has been forwarded 
to England, of which we expect delivery 
in due course, while a consignment is 
now on its way from Toronto, comprising 
bibles and scripture portions in the 
English, Italian, French, Icelandic, Nor­
wegian and Portuguese languages.

Last year our free contribution to the 
Upper Canada branch was much smaller 
than in past years, being only $100. For 
the present year we cannot yet tell what 
amount we shall be able to forward as a 
free contribution, as our annual collec­
tion is being taken up this year after our 
annual meeting instead of before it as in 
former years.

Here we would express the hope that 
your liberality shall enable us to con­
tribute more largely than in the past, to 
a society through which we are now en­
abled to place the word of God in almost 
every home and cabin in the province. 
In making this appeal we would remind 
you of the great object of the society of 
which we form a part, viz. : The giving 
of the Bible without note or comment to 
the various nations of the earth.

The annual issue of bibles and por­
tions in all languages now amounts to 
close on 4,000,000, and each year sees 
this glorious book issuing in languages 
in which it had not formerly been print­
ed. In 1894 Persia received a complete 
revised bible. In 1895 the people of 
Afghanistan were to receive their first 
complete bible ; and at the present time 
different regions in Africa, in New 
Guinea, on the slopes of the Himalayas, 
and in Assam, native races are having the 
scriptures placed within their reach for 
the first time. It is surely ours to do 
what we can to aid in this scattering 
abroad “ the incorruptible seed of the 
Word, which liveth and abideth for­
ever.”

On motion of Rev. Mr. Betts, seconded 
by Mr. S. B. Netherby, the report was 
adopted. Rev. Dr. Wilson then moved, 
Rev. Dr. Campbell seconding, the fol­
lowing resolution, which also was 
adopted :

“ That this meeting expresses its grati­
tude to Almighty God for the success 
which from the beginning has attended 
the operations of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society ; and that it rejoices in 
signs of increasing interest in its work, 
and resolves to assist, it in its operations 
financially or otherwise.”

Addresses and music, followed, the 
singing of the Centennial church choir, 
a well rendered solo by Mrs. Gregs on 
and a duet by Professor and Mrs. Spice 
adding greatly to the pleasure of the 
meeting. Before the adjournment votes 
of thanks were passed to these musical 
friends, and also to the trustees of the 
Metropolitan church for the use of the 
building for the purposes of the meeting.

If the spirit which the Free Press dis­
plays in the article of which the above 
is an extract prevails in Manitoba, 
it will not, we think, be at all 
difficult for the Minister of Jus­
tice, with the aid of Sir Donald Smith’s 
powerful influence, to bring abont a 
compromise which will be cheerfully ac­
quiesced in by men of every creed and of 
all shades of political belief in every 
province of the Dominion.

MANCHESTER SHIP CANAL.

The Manchester Ship Canal, of which, 
when it was opened, such great things 
were hoped and expected, has not so far 
turned out well. The traffic on the 
Canal, though increasing, is not nearly 
so large as was calculated upon by its 
projectors. In the last six months of
1895 theamount on which tolls were paid 
was 758,000 tons against 555,000 in a 
similar period in 1894. For the full 
years in question, the total tonnage of
1896 was 1,358,000 tons against 925,000 
tons in 1894. The Canal has not yet 
paid its working expenses. The City of 
Manchester borrowed £4,000,000 to build 
the Canal and it finds itself obliged to 
pay the interest -on that immense sum. 
This is what Bradstreet’s says about the 
Canal in a late issue :

Leaving aside the financial results— 
which are certainly not encouraging—it 
would seem that the results of building 
the canal are not what was anticipated. 
In spite of the most vigorous efforts to 
procure traffic for the canal, it has not 
yet made Manchester a seaport. It, has 
been pointed out by the management of 
the company 
facturera of 
effect great savings directly by making 
full use of it, but that, “as a matter of 
policy, they would do well to support 
the canal even when the older rival 
routes are for the time being offering 
equal advantages.” It is one of the 
aims of Manchester to force the railroads 
to put the city upon the same footing as 
other sea ports in regard to rates. This 
the railroad companies thus far refuse to 
do. They carry goods from Liverpool to 
London at low rates in order to prevent 
the traffic from going by sea. But they 
do not for the present show any readi­
ness to class Manchester with Liverpool 
in this respect. Nor is it likely that this 
object will be gained till the traffic of the 
canal reaches proportions indicating that 
it is becoming a dangerous competitor 
to the railroads for the coastwise car­
riage of freight.

While the Canal was being constructed 
its projectors confidently predicted that 
when in full operation it would bring 
the railroad directors to their senses, 
and cause them to give Manchester 
manufacturers and traders as favorable 
rates as they gave to any city in the King­
dom, but their predictions have not yet 
been fulfilled.

NEGOTIATIONS ON FOOT.

We trust that the negotiations be­
tween the Government of the Dominion 
and the Government of Manitoba to 
bring about an amicable settlement of 
the school question will effect the pur­
pose intended. It is best from every 
point of view that all matters connected 
with public education in Manitoba 
should be settled by the Manitobans 
themselves. Interference in the edu­
cational affairs of a Province by the Do­
minion Government must of necessity 
be irritating to the people of the pro­
vince and most unpleasant to the Feder­
al authorities. Everything should 
be done that can be done 
by the Legislature of the pro­
vince to make such interference 
unnecessary, in fact impossible. This is 
not so difficult as some persons seem to 
imagine. The governments of the prov­
inces know what are the provisions of 
the constitution and what are the rights 
of denominational minorities.

It seems to us that it is not at all diffi­
cult to frame the educational laws and 
regulations of a province in such a way 
that the denominational minority could 
have no grounds for invoking the inter­
vention of the Federal authority. If, 
for instance, the Legislature of Quebec 
should enact a law taking from the Pro­
testant minority some right or privilege 
they had enjoyed before confederation 
or that had been extended to 
them since confederation, the members 
both of the Government and of the 
Legislature would know that the ag­
grieved minority would hive the right to 
appeal to the Dominion Government for 
a redress of their grievance ; and, having 
that right, nothing is more certain than 
that they would avail themselves of it. 
The Legislature of Quebec in that case 
would with its eyes open deliberately 
make Dominion interference a necessity 
in the shape of either the disallowance 
of the law on the ground of unconstitu­
tionality or of an appeal to the Governor 
General in Council. Would not wise 
and patriotic Canadians do all in their 
power to avoid the dangers, the difficul­
ties and the annoyances of Federal in­
terference in provincial affairs?

It is said by ' a great many that 
the province can do as it pleases 
in the matter of education. 
This is not so. The Province of Quebec 
cannot constitutionally do as it pleases 
in the matter of education, neither can 
the Province of Ontario, neither can 
the Province of Manitoba, neither can 
any of the other Provinces. The Con­
stitution of the Dominion limits the 
Provincial jurisdiction in the matter of 
education for the protection of minorities, 
and no province can go beyond its limit 
without making Federal interference 
not only probable but certain.

In 1890, when Manitoba’s education 
law was enacted, this was not so clear as 
it is now. It was then believed that if 
the law enacted by the Provincial Legis­
lature was intra vires, constitutional, 
the only way in which the Domin­
ion Government could interfere would 
be to vêttjÿ; the bill, and it is 
now well understood that enactments 
which are intra verses must not be 
vetoed. But the proceedings taken with 
respect to this Manitoba school question 
have shown that a measure can be intra 
vires and yet the minority which is ag­
grieved by its provisions may appeal to 
the Dominion government for redress. 
This is now admitted on all hands.

The Manitoba government must now 
see that in framing their law of 1890 
they made a mistake, inasmuch as they 
placed it within the power of the minor­
ity-to invoke federal interference. It is 
reasonable to suppose that, if they were 
fully aware of this in 1890, they would 
have framed their law in such a way as

I CONSUMPTION.

Dr. Playter, the editor of the Canada 
Health Journal, has written a work on 
Consumption ; its Nature, Causes antf 
Prevention. Such a work as this, if it 
is well and judiciously written, cannot 
fail to be of very great use not only to 
medical men but to every intelligent 
parent in Canada. Consumption is 
lamentably prevalent in every part of 
the country. It is, therefore, necessary 
that those who have the care of the 
young should know all that there is to be 
known about its nature, its causes, and 
how it is to be prevented. As everyone 
knows, there are some constitutions pre­
disposed to consumption. The bacillus 
of the disease finds in them a congenial 
soil, and when the circumstances 
are at all favorable they increase and 
multiply at a deadly rate. “ The effects 
of environment on the prevalence of 
consumption are made clear by a mass 
of evidence culled from numerous statis­
tical works—the unavoidable conclusion 
being that its virulence and spread are 
most marked in over-crowded cities. 
Full breathing surface and abundant 
oxygen are essential to the preservation 
and recovery of [pulmonary health. 
The emphasis often laid upon heredity, 
Dr. Playter reduces to reasonable signi­
ficance when he urges those in whose 
families cases of consumption have oc­
curred, to accept the fact as a timely 
warning to omit no needful pre­
cautions. The evidence of its infec­
tiousness is abundant and manifold and 
that it may be contracted from diseased 
meat and milk, ample statistics have 
established.” Those who wish to keep 
their families free from consumption 
should be most careful to have their 
houses and the premises surrounding 
them in the best possible sanitary con­
dition. The drainage not only of the 
house but of the whole district should 
be looked to and put in good order 
whenever it is possible to prevail upon 
the municipal authorities to give the 
sewers the attention they require. An 
excellent review of Dr. Playter’s book 
in the Montreal Gazette, from which we 
hive already quoted^ says :

The home calls for special considera­
tion, and here there is still vast room for 
improvement. Many houses, and even 
whole districts, are nurseries of tubercu­
losis. The diffusion of sound principles 
of sanitation should be combined with a 
strict enforcement of sanitary law. 
Therewith are associated the problems of 
drainage, the disposal of refuse, food in­
spection, public baths, sanitaria, and 
other details of health administration.

Dr. Playter is of opinion that the clim­
ate of Canada, of even the coldest part, 
is favorable to persons disposed to or af­
fected by consumption. This is said to 
be particularly true of some parts of 
British Columbia.

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS.

There seems to be quite a number of 
persons in this city who cannot see how 
a Government can be favorable to an en­
terprise, anchcan have earnestly and hon­
estly expressed their willingness to fur­
ther it by all practicable and reasonable 
means, and yet reject firmly and unquali­
fiedly a proposal to carry out that enter­
prise. Yet this is what almost every­
one has done in his private transactions 
—not once or twice, but hundreds of 
times. And it is done, too, without any 
reflection being cast upon the rejecter’s 
earnestness or sincerity. There is noth­
ing, too, that causes an individual to re­
ject what he would like to favor or pos­
sess more quickly than the conviction, 
whether well-grounded or ill-grounded, 
that he cannot afford it.

THE COLUMBIA AND WESTERN.

We trust that any attempt that may 
be made to hamper the Columbia and 
Western Railway Company with un­
necessary restrictions will be unsuccess­
ful. Their enterprise is one well calcu­
lated to advance the progress of the 
Province, and it is but reasonable that 
as few obstacles as possible should be 
placed in their way. The advocates of 
sectional interests are generally short­
sighted. They imagine that if what they 
believe will be advantageous to them is 
not considered, and that if their de­
mands are not complied with the 
localities which they represent will be 
materially injured. But it often turns 
out, that by giving them their way, not 
only is 
advanced
own localities is retarded. Let 
two or three sections of the road be con­
structed and put in successful operation, 
and it will be seen how groundless are 
the fears of those who desired to ham­
per the promoters by useless restrictions. 
Those restrictions, while they would do 
no good to those who advanced them, 
might, and probably would, prove a 
serious detriment to the company. 
When men ask the Legislature’s leave 
to build a road which everyone can see 
is needed, and which, when built, can­
not fail to be of the greatest advantage 
to the Province, it is to the interest of 
every man in the country, whether in 
the Legislature or out of it, to give those 
men every possible encouragement to 
carry out their enterprise. The Colum­
bia and Western is admitted by all to be 
such a road. Why, then, should im­
pediments be placed in the way of the 
projectors?

that the traders and manu- 
the district can not only

This, setting aside for the moment the 
reasonableness or the unreasonableness 
of the offer, is precisely the position in 
which the Hon. Mr. Turner and his Gov­
ernment stand before the country with 
respect to the British Pacific railway. 
After having considered Mr. Bodwell’s 
proposals seriously and carefully they 
have come to the conclusion that they, 
in the interests of the inhabitants of the 
Province, cannot afford to accept them. 
Is there anything blameworthy in this? 
It must be remembered that in this mat­
ter Mr. Turner, from his position, has 
not to consider the interests or the sup­
posed interests of the citizens of 
Victoria alone. As Premier of the 
Province he must consult the interests 
of every part of British Columbia, 
after looking over the whole field and 
considering the resources of the Govern­
ment, present and prospective, he comes 
to the conclusion that the proposed bur­
den is too heavy for the taxpayers to 
carry, is he not rather to be commend­
ed and sympathised with than censured 
when he refuses to place it on their 
shoulders?

It would be far easier and pleasanter 
for him in this instance to say “Yes” 
thun “No.” But when a man feels him­
self compelled by his duty to say “ No,” 
when his inclination is to say “ Yes,” 
he is not generally condemned, even by 
those who do not agree with him or who 
believe that he is mistaken. There was, 
then, nothing wrong in Mr. Turner’s re­
jecting, and decidedly rejecting, Mr. 
Bodwell’s offer, when he believed that 
the Province cannot just now afford 
the luxury of a British Pacific Railway 
on the terms proposed.

Having come to this conclusion the 
next thing that a fair-minded elector will 
do is to try and find out, from the persons 
presumably best capable of forming a 
correct opinion on the subject, whether 
Mr. Turner is right or wrong in his esti­
mate of the Province’s capability to bear 
the burden which the acceptance of Mr. 
Bodwell’s proposals would place upon 
it. A little inquiry would convince him 
that there are men in thg^Province 
capable of coming to an intelligent con­
clusion in the matter, and he would find 
that many of those who agree with the 
Premier and approve of what he has 
done are not sycophants, but very much 
the reverse.

the general welfare not 
but that of their

If

A SETTLEMENT IN SIGHT.

The Winnipeg Free Press, which, all 
things considered, has pursued a moder­
ate course on the school question, is of 
opinion that an arrangement will be 
made between the Government of the 
Dominion and the Government of the 
Province which will put an end to the 
present unpleasant agitation. In its 
issue of the 9th it says :

There is every prospect that Sir Don­
ald A. Smith’s recent visit to this city is 
to bear rich fruit. The burden of the 
despatches sent out from Ottawa, to 
Liberal papers as well as Conservative, 
is to the like effect—that a settlement of 
the school question will be arrived at 
between thr two Governments, and that 
it will not be necessary to proceed with 
the remedial bill. Correspondents who 
are supposed to be more or less inspired 
and who are kept in close touch with 
Ministers on occasions such as this, and 
correspondents who flit around on the 
outside of the charmed circle, and whose 
sharper wits have to depend on a word 
here and a sign there, have but one 
story—Mr. Greenway is to be invited to 
Ottawa, and the long sore is to be heal­
ed without the drastic treatment of Par­
liament. There are too many evidences 
to doubt that some such step as this is 
in contemplation. The leader of the 
House at Ottawa has virtually admitted 
it, anti Mr. Greenway’s unusual tender­
ness in dealing with the question when 
it is put to him is generally accepted as 
very strong confirmation of the suspicion 
that “ something is in the wind.”

Many of us believe and all hope that 
such is the case. And we shall not stand 
on the manner of the settlement so long 
as a settlement is reached. Besides be­
coming vastly tiresome, the question is 

But Mr. Turner rejected the proposals fast developing ugly features that would
certainly become dangerous if not 
checked. We suspect that it was this 

, , . , that excited the concern of Sir Donald
general election next November. The can be nothing wrong in rejecting the Smith and brought him to Winnipeg in 
Georgites are bound to make the most proposals on this ground alone. If the the hope that some peacSkble disposi-

A SINGLE-TAX FIGHT.

A movement of considerable interest 
is going on in the little state of Dela­
ware. The single-taxers are endeavor­
ing with all their might to capture the 
Legislature of that state. The work has 
been going on for about nine years. 
Single-tax men in all parts of the Union 
are contributing towards the Delaware 
campaign. They have made that 
state the theatre of missionary effort. 
Henry George has been there in person, 
and so have many of the most able and 
most energetic of the American single­
taxers. Their aim seems to be 
to make Delaware a kind of ob­
ject-lesson, for not only the 
whole of the United States, but 
for all the world. Having a common­
wealth under their complete, or nearly 
complete, control they propose to let the 
world see how the principle of single tax 
works—what it is capable of doing when 
it has a fair chance.

Awarded
Highest Honors—World's Fair.

DRMany old acquaintances of the de­
ceased lady helped to form the sorrowing 
circle at the funeral yesterday afternoon 
of the late Mrs. Pollard, relict of the 
late Rev. William Pollard. 
vices, which were largely attended, were 
conducted by Rev. J. F. Betts, assisted 
by Rev. Messrs. Tait, Glover and Bry­
ant. They were held at the residence of 
the deceased’s son-in-law, Mr. H. G. 
Hall, Saanich road, and were very im­
pressive. The pall-bearers were Messrs. 
D. Spencer, A. J. McLellan, John 
Teague, William Morris, J. Bullen and 
J. Jessop. Mr. and Mrs. Burgess, Rev. 
Joseph and Mrs. Hall, Mr. and Mrs. H, 
G. Hall and Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Grant 
were among the chief mourners.
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The ser­

in order to effect their object they 
have flooded the state with single-tax 
literature and filled it with single-tax 
orators. They have, for the purpose of 
propagating single-tax doctrines, adopt­
ed the methods of the Salvation Army. 
The principles of Henry George are 
preached not only in lecture halls and 
theatres but in churches and at the cor- 

Delaware is to

BAKING
P0WMR

on another ground ; they are, he com- The U. È. Gov’t Reports
show Royal Baking Powdes 
superior to all others.

ners of the streets, 
have what we, in Canada, call a tends, not fair to the Province. There

MOST PERFECT MADE.
A pure Grape Cream of Tartar Powder. Free 
trom Ammonia, Alum or any other adulterant. 

AO YEARS THE STANDARD.
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