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It mi midnight, end the porter tree 
barfing tie doofe.

"Are you coming in, Birr he ail­
ed, after waiting for a few minutes; 
“if not, ring the nightbeU when yen 
are ready.”

"All right," replied Lockeiey.
The doors closed with a great clang

and he stood alone In the almost de­
serted street.

"Confound It," he exclaimed, pet­
tishly. “I am getting as nervous as 
an Old woman. The feeling is all to­
gether new to me and *1 don’t like 
It."

He walked backward and forward 
for a while, forgetful of the cold raid. 
Then, seeing a cab, he hailed ihe driv­
er.

“Where to, slrï I don’t want to go 
cityward now,” the man said. "It's 
going-home time,"

“Fulham!” shouted Lockeiey, des­
perately.

"Right," was the laconic rejoinder.
Locksley jumped Into the rhb, mut­

tering:
“PU Just look at the house. It would 

be absurd to alarm my darling at this 
time of night Then I must trust to 
luck to get back. I am not rarticu­
lar.”

When he reached Ladyvtlle road, he 
dismissed the cab twenty doors away 
from No. 26, and walked through the 
quiet and dark street until hi stood 
before Madam Bell’s hdiise.

Then, obeying some impulse that he 
could not resist, he rang the boll, 
and was surprised to find that some 
one was up.

The bolts were shot bgck, and the 
voice of Matilda cautiously asked ;

"Who’s there T*
"Mr. Lockeiey," Edmund replied. "I 

happened to be passing, and thought 
that I would just ask If you are all 
right here It la perhaps rather fool­
ish of me, and ! do not want you to 
arouse either Miss Deene or your 
mistress, Matilda.”

The girl gave a stifled shriek.
“What do you mean, sir?" she 

gasped, opining the door, "or are you 
trying to frighten the Wits out of 
a poor girl?”

Locksley stared at her, then de­
manded, wildly:

“Miss Deene—Miss Deene! Is she 
safe and well?" - .

“Well enough; but about the safeiy 
I don’t know, tor she went away in 
a cab with a gentleman two hours 
since!”
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should ever meet him hy chance, Pet­
ers, do not say one word concerning 
me to him—do not mention my name.”

Peters was surprised.
“Very well, sir; your wishes are my 

law. I intended paying my respects
to him soon, but----- ”

(To be continued.).

Is right? Did not Edmund acquiesce?
And yet, I cannot trust Melville—yu, 
not even now, the power he holds over 
tte has——” i

Ho shuddered, and Peters listened 
With all his ears.

“Master," he said, “yon will par­
don me for being Inquisitive, but it is 
only prompted by my devotion to you 
I am sure that-the viscount is deceiv­
ing you. I am sure, because 1 saw a 
letter from Mr. Edmund to you put 
into the postbag. I could not be mis­
taken, because they were soiled be­
fore ay eyes at the post office; but 
When the viscount distributed them 
this morning, there was notning^for 
you. Do you not see that he !S keap- 
Mr. Edmund out of the way for some 
purpose of his own?"

Mr. Locksley's face grew livid, and 
he clutched at his heart 

'"My medicine, Peters," he gasped.
“Thank you, I am better now I must 
live to undo an awful wrong I must 
struggle to free myself from that 
scoundrel’s infludhee, no matter what
the cost to me. I am a coward in hi* silk, or whether it is linen, cotton, 

, , , , mixed goods,presence I feel that I have------
no will when he commands.
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CHAPTER XVTII.
The conduct of Edmund Lockeiey 

wga inexplicable to his father Three 
days elapsed, and ther was no ward or 
sign from him—three days of anxious 
torture. . -. ‘rU

“You are sure tha you seat the tele­
gram, Peters," he said, again and 
again, to his valet; “you are sure that 
you sent it to the address the vis­
count gave to you?”

“Yes, sir,” replied the valet. "I sont 
it, as directed, to the Royal Arms 
Hotel, Ruabon.”

“And there is no reply," went on Mr. 
Locksley—“yon are sure that you Sent 
it to the address the viscourt gave to 
you?”

"Yes, sir," replied the valet. “I 
sen! it, as directed, to the Royal 
Arms Hotel, Rttabon"

“And there Is no reply,” went on Mr. 
Locksley—“you have satisfied your­
self upon that point?"

"Yes, sir; I have been to the poet 
office myself, and made careful in­
quiries. I cannot understand why it 
has not been returned, though, if the 
young master Is not there I don’t be­
lieve that he has ever been there," he 
added, shortly.

Mr, Locksley glanced a him nervous­
ly.

“Peters," he said, his pale face 
flushing "Do you know what your 
words imply? Do you know that you 
practically accuse Viscount Melville 
of some cruel deception?”

He had risen from hie chair, and 
stood trembling before hie valet, his 
hands clinched, his features twitch-
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• "Please sit down, Sir,* Peters said, 
alarmed. “Do not take any notice ot 
my speech You must net excite your­
self. Remember the doctor’s warn­
ing. He said that you were to remain 
in your room, and be kept gokt There 
was no meaning to what I sail* 

‘‘There was a meaning," Mr. Locke­
iey replied. “And it will relieve me 
to hear ft. It Is this awful strata 
that is telling upon me, Peters; I ato 
surrounded by treachery and til*, 
trigue." '

He dropped on a lounge, muttering: 
“But. no; how can It be? Have I 
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