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CHAPTER XII.

Major von Tollen was buried wiily all
the sorrowful pomp and ceremony
which the little town could bestow on
&n old officer who had' worn the Iron
Cross, The Soldiers’ Society had borne
their banner, the Shooling Guild had
Joined themn, and the funeral train had
passed through the sireets to the notes
¢! “Chopin’s Funeral March.” [mmedi-
ately behind the coffin had walked the
lwo sons, and after them the son-in-
law—the young husband whom piiiless

death had robbed of his wedding jour- |

ney, with more -an air of vexation than
ol sorréw. The people in the town all
knew that the
Fair had come back the same nright,
and thal Frau Lora Becher had- been
in despair when, hurrying from the sta-
tion directly 1o her father's house, she
had learned the fatal news,

Yes, life is surely strange. Thé old
major might at last have held up -his
Lead a little, and sunmed himself in fWs
<hildren's  magnificence—and  now he
wus laken away! :

Well, -the Bechers would have to put
theiv hands pretly deep into their pock-
els, for there couldn’t be much left for
the widow and children,

S judged the women who were Joft
behind in the Tollens' parlor, with the
femminé portion of the family; so whis-
pered the men in the long funeral pro-
cession; and so said 1he gaping crowd
in the street,

“Yes, il is  wretched cnough, when
people “in that rank have no money,
and yet musl always be considering
their position, Lora. now, has done
very well for herself,” remarked Fran
Engel, as the last man «of the proces-
sion disnppeared round the corner, o
her pretty servaint-maid, who was
slanding in the strecl. Then she shut
the window against the cold Deccimmber
air, which had lowered the tempera-
dure of the room by several degrees,
and placed a pair of felt shous near {he
slove, so her Gotlfried might be made
very comfortable when he returned
from the cold walk to (he church-yand.

Aud Lora sal, the day after her fa-
ther's funeral, at the round table, op-
Posite her mother, occupied in lsoking
through the papers amd documents of
the dead man., Her brother, with bhis
wife, and Helen, and her Felrothed had
£one away carly in the morning, The
farmer had magnanimously resigned all
cinim on lhe “pittance” which the old
man had saved up and deposited b the
bank; there were two thousand thal-
ers. He had taken out a thousand
marks for Lora’s outfit., and she was
ot entitled to any more: the rest was
to be divided between the other ‘hwo
&iris.  Rudolph received nothing, as the
year before debts had been puid for
him to an amount which far exceeded
any rightful claim of his.  This ine-
morandum the old genileman had put
futy a sealed envelope. with his per-
sunal papers. and with it was a sum
ot money, which was destined for his
burial,  With ihis was a slip of paper,
on which he had written:

“No maore is to ba paid oul than this.
An oaken coffin is not NOCCESATY; car-
penter Thicnemann knows already; |
have spoken alrcady 1o him alout .
and he will make it for six thalers. And
no- wine or cake shall be given oui, 1

o be pul «m, and
1y which 1 in my rmn-l
puigns. 1o be laid on my coflin, as well |
As the laurel -wrealh, over the picture |
<[ the emperor. which lora lw-!
when she was a little givl, whan | came
dack fisun the  war. If the ."nhli«'x\‘”
LCuion wsh to fire a salule over
crave, they shall be allowed to do
Furthermore, iy wife * and
chall not wear mouering kinger than
four weeks, beeause 1 have alwavs dis-
Jikend and 1 lnow
Will sinanen Sulticiently
thal. “VON TOLLLN.

Lora had just finished
remarkable documenl,
leaning back in the old chair.
Eer father had always =al.
lently,
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“But, Lora, why? Consider that yo
have been here ‘four days, now, an
that he has a right to demand that yo
should come to his house, now.” _

Lora remained standing al the doo

“A, right!” she murmured, as if
hersell, and looked at her mother wit
€ves so full of a deadly anguish th
Frau von Tollen suddenly understoor
i all.

“Why, Loral”

“I'ell him I am ill,” she murmure
, and as if she had taken a sudden resd

lution, she stood before {he horuiiss
| weman with clasped hands; “or tel him,
| the truth,” she said suddenly and hur
|
i

viedty; “tell him that I will never come
to him; tell him I hate him like—lik
| noshing else in this wide waorld-  Tha
Lhais as replilsive_to me as a snake that
wight cross my path! That he—that—"

Sie pushed the table aside and fell
<it_her knees before her mother. with
i) vestige of a tear, now, in her burn
ing eyes.

“Mamma,” she enlraated. ‘do nol send
Me away; let me stay with you! [ can-
1ot go with him—by everything that is
Sacrad to me in the world, | cannol!

Frau von Tollen did not sliv.  She
was stunned by this turn of ‘affairs, “But
—bul—my- God!" she cried at, length,
liking her daughter by tpe shoulder,
“Lora, do yeu know wha you are say-
Lg? You are not engaged 1o him 1:<w\\'.
You are his wife! You.musl. you
F:ear?  You must!” :

“No, no! I must not, 1anuma, do not
say sol”

Then Frau von Tollen drew  herself
up.  “You are no douht IL" she said
gravely, forcibly keeping down her
fears. “or you Avould net say such
things. What can you be thinking of,
child?  You knew what You were daing
vien you engaged your<clf {o hjm.
b
then,
him?”

“Why, mamma! You ok that—you?
and Lora sprang (o her feel and egan
' laugh. It was a dreadiul laugl,
coming from those pale lips. and wilh
those angry eyes,

“Yes, yvou ave right,
did T accept him?”

And she sat down by the wirdow
laked oul into the street. in whicth tha
snow had begun to thaw. ang whep:
the boys with loud shou!s and janghler,
were busy making a greet

do

my love. Why did you aceeplt

Why

mammna,

SHSW
CHAPTER X1,
“Lora,” began Frau von Tollen,
ter a long pause, “you had betier
here to-day; 1 will tel) him you are not
well—I am sure you are nct, fh»
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LIME AND THE SOIL.

nadian farmens have not, as a rule,
as much allention to the subject
aing - their soils as have their com-
rs i Gieal Britain and in he
Siates. It is true that in many
ns of the countiy there is no need
iming owing to the abundance of
element already in the soil. The
tone - districls, however,, are clearly
.and it is oulside of these dis-
that the applicaticn of lime is
1*»‘ ssary. and is likely to yiel!i
teSt resuds.  Lime is of consi-
e importance (o agriculiure, as _lt
nd in the ash of all plants and is
asential  constituent  of- all good
It exists naturally as limestone,
, marl, chalk, coral, et~.. Quick-
or caustic lime is made by burn-
imestone or any carbunaie of limo
ilns, at a very high temperature,
klime is more energetic in its ac-_
than the carbonates. When it is
ed lo the air it gradually slakes
reaks down into powder and be-
8 -carbonaie of lime or mild lime.
s & very benelicinl effect upon the
ire or physical conditicn of the
. It tends to mske heavy clay soils
open, porous and [friable, [Loose,
y soils become more compact when
ed with lime. ~ Acid soils, freshly
1ed muck lands, are sweetened by
’me of lime, and consequently pro-
more readily crops like clovers.
appears to act on the insnlublp
of polash and phosphoric
in- the soils, making these ingredi-
| more available for the use of
s. It decomposes organic mut.k_'r,
to promo:e nulrification and in-
es the power of the soil to fix and
i such valuable malerial as am-
| a, ele. 1L is claimed (hal meadow
s like sorrel are checked, and the
'th of valuable forage planis is en-
ed by the use of lime. In reno-
34 waornout  soils green manuring
gning go hand-in-hand. On heavy
quicklime is_frequently of great
and is applied at the rate of 20 !g
shels per acre. A moderate appli-
| #h should first be made to see how,
(fls. On light laids poor in vegelable
mild or small applications of,
s lime are likely to give the besk
s. It is best to apply lime i the
n a slacked condition, and it should
roadcasted and cultivated in the
ce soil. On permanent grass lands
ould be applied wilh -barnyard ma-
pouliry manure or nitrogenous
lizers, as it may injure them by
ing off the ammonia. It is frequent-
applied to composis «f coarse ma-
ials like straw. cornstalks, clr‘..»\ynh
to  hasiening ~ decomposition,
periments  indicate - that limothy,
hard grass, clover, barley, oals,
al, mungles: and garden crops, such
1 asparagus. onions, red raspberries
currants, arve greatly benefiied by
i"ing
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LIVE STOCK NOTES.

ep’s  wocl  will absorb a heavy
of rain if the sheep are left out
"THS.
s chew foreign materia's like
boards, rags. ele.. to salisfy a
g for some elemeny lacking in
bodies thal is supposed to have be-
exhausted by giving it out in the
They are salisfied by reedinn;l
salt, wood ashes and bone meal
ial quantitics.
s are finding out that to have
with “plenty of lean meal {they
feed something besides corn.  More
ever lhey are keeping their swine,
gh™the summer on grass and clo-
only feeding corn enough to finish
off. Another method is to sow peasi
oals together. and when the crop|
reached the proper stage of growlh,
in the animals and “hog it down.™
method is very wasleful of they
but it saves labor.  Where they,
wave the skim milk of a daivy, that!
aluable adjunct, and helps to make
meat.

POULTRY TALK.




