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THE teaching of literature in the high school

not had the advantage of this special training cannot do good work i~ 
teaching literature. It does say that he could do good work with much 
greater ease and confidence if he had the special training. Very o ten 
the best service a teacher can render a class is to read the selection 
Properly. I recall a young lady who once came to me at the close ot 
a sPace, saying she always had thought the poem under consideration 

horrid”, but she had changed her mind and could now see t at it w 
“really beautiful” and hereafter would read it with great delight, 
the teacher is able not only to interpret the author’s mood, but also 
to instruct his pupils how to do the same thing, he has performed to 
them an invaluable service in their study of literature. I am con\ 
that even purely imitative work on the part of the student may je 
considerable value. Many teachers have not had special training, ana 
are burdened with other work also. It is worth while to be a e to s ow 
the student how, even if one cannot definitely explain w y, lor îe c 
thus almost unconsciously come to observe the more important , 
oral expression. How much better, however, if the student is pu 1 
Possession of these laws so that he knows both what he is to do ana 
why he is to do it. Then he is able to read. And if he can rear er 
,s for him no method of literary instruction equal to oral reading .

In the first place oral reading is an exceptiona means o c 
interest in the subject. It is true that interest itself is not strictly 
part °f instruction, but it conditions instruction an is esse , 
fod results. A teacher who finds himself before three dozen rest 
boys of the junior form, and is supposed to interest them m a subj 
which may not naturally appeal to them very strongly, will welco 
any worthy means of fixing attention. My experience is that the > 
are all anxious to read. The great difficulty is that tec ass . 
arge that their ambition to read well cannot be moreJU''^Lhôr’s 

Further,,he oral reading of the text is the best atd “ 
meaning. Probably I shall be accused of placing the ca ^
horse. If oral reading is the expression of the author s m > ^ ,

evident that the student cannot express what he does *
f°ow. This is true, and we all so teach. Nevertheless I shall haveto

car the consequence of taking a seemingly illogica posi i< • ^cg
experiences effect becomes cause. The explanation "lies 1 d
that ^ student, as he looks at the sentences and the P^PM^
more or less fully grasp the meaning. His knowlu gc m >
even if it is far fmm £ing complete. The oral expression of what he
ces m the text enables him to see more. We are accus ^ages

s ades of meaning. By using his knowledge t ic s ucL Ib- knowledge, so that after all he is only observing »n ordm^ary law 
the learning process. That to read is to understan PI


