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EDITORIAL

Lessons from the Shows

a defeat without frowning should not be a own stock—usually wishes to dispose of his 
competitor. Extensive exhibitors who take whole shipment en bloc. He may have in it a 
in both Winnipeg and Brandon fairs are sure to number of individuals that would grade into 
encounter distasteful reverses. Perhaps in first quality butcher or even do for export, and 
some instances insinuations against the judge’s mixed in with them to fill out the car, have 
competency or fairness are not without foun- stuff that will grade into every class the market 
dation but it always is much better not to affords. The buyer strikes an average price 
evince any dissatisfaction unless the error of for the lot,' a price that is < onsiderablj below 
judgment is too glaring. In many cases the real value oithe first class stuff and some- 
exhibitors or the men in charge of animals times not very much above the price offering 
while in the ring are altogether to blame, for that class to which the remainder of the 
Judgment must be passed according to present bunch belong. Culls always decrease the sell- 
appearances in comparison with its competitors ing price of a bunch of cattle, and the decrease 
Some attendants handle judiciously and cover is -usually out of proportion to the number of 
up defects while others carelessly allow the culls in the bunch. It pays in all cases to sep- 
anima! to expose every lack in its make-up. arate the grades and sell each animal for what 
Of course the judge necessarily must not be it is worth in its class. By so doing the aver- 
guided solely by a survey at long range, age price of every mixed car lot is raised. Each 
Careful handling frequently reveals deficiencies, animal s< 11 f< ; what it is worth, 01 for what the 

In egard to show condition, too, it is won- market is willing to pay for stuff of its class and 
derful the reversals of form that ■ in d< eloj th« um received for the lot is more, generally, 
the period of one short week. Several instances than can be realized by selling at a flat rate

This criticism of selling methods in our larger 
ivestock markets applies to all stock selling

were presented at Winnipeg and Brandon. 
Animals that were in prime condition at Winni-

'xhihitinne are not n , ,, . ,, , Pe& sh°wed to much less advantage in the centers in the country The man wno seas
exhibitions are not what they should be Wheat City, while in other cases a marked

if lessons are not taught alike to visitor and 
exhibitor. In every ease it is clearly demon
strated

locally wants the buyer to purchase everything 
he has for sale of one species in a bunch and at 
one price. Some in the offering are fit for mar-

improvement in individuals was noticed.
But the results of this season-’s fairs show

-rain or other Firmer "dnr pr°dJfC^llve *tock’ only what has been taught year after year at ket and some are not but all or none go. The
be is f i , l 01 * h !Tr ‘ may exhibitions. Special feeding by skilled feeders buver generally is wise and takes in the lot at a
with the diaWct V ™imu™v what man and careful handling by trained hands will d< ufficientl w to insure him a $..... 1
admired f]L mow c ge oi ln e stock but much to win prizes. But every competitor average profit on the turnover, the culls and un-
d « gmficent Clydesdales and must be prepared to accept defeat with due fitted ones lowering- the average of the bunch
Percherons, envied the owners of Shorthorns, CTace ! f lowering the average oi tlu burn h
Herefords or Aberdeen-Angus 01 felt like ' and tendmg llttle t0 enCouraSe one remaining

_ . . m the business.Getting the Most tor Stock These are some of the points in which the 
It would seem as if we were on the eve of a shipper and producer are short sighted of their 

decided upturn in the livestock business, own interests. It is well enough to criticize 
Prices this year for commercial grades have market conditions and the lack of competition

purchasing one from the business-like row 
of Holstein cows! In all tiasses of horses and 
cattle as well as in sheep and swine it was the 
same at Winnipeg and Brandon. Then in
poultry. Hen fanciers stood by the hour , , , • , ,, ,, c .... . .... ,
discussing the merits of tW nTW* ruled hlgher on the average than for some years m wholesale market centers but selling methods
making comparisons or contrasts The casual paSt’ whÜe demaild for reSistered stock of a11 frequently are a cause of the unsatisfactory
observer wondered how it was that so mam- kmdS ^ breedmg PurPoses, is better than for conditions that prevail. Every shipper and
persisted 1 1 . " , some time" The advance m prices for com- seller of live stock in Western Canada knowspciiustea in housing and caring tor mongrels . .
with few or m ?... . k mercial stock may be accounted for in part by that certain conditions surrounding the selling
rahle qUa ' 1LS 1 iat..ma 1 UU ‘n, CS1" the increased cost of grain and the consequent of his stock could be vastly improved upon.
labor win n ’ expem nine o cas and increase in cost of production, but it is due also Buyers are in a position to take undue advan-
anv nfT T itGr a fl°Ck °f 6qUal S1Ze °f to the fact that market conditions

- 01 tnepureJareedsrecognized asbeingsuited
to conditions in Western Canada. With the

is thev would at least hax c something from being a]l they should be but the continued below normal.

of stock

are improv- tage if large deliveries glut the market. Prices 
ing with a better competitive demand than has drop easily when local supplies are large but 
existed before. Western markets are still far do not advance as speedily when receipts fall

agitation growers

egg

Ideals were

)e improved upon, but they were so far
—-not 1:hat 1
not be impri
above the a
safely eould
arrive a•t wh
the bree'd um

And the sh

All of which no doubt can be 
;ogether with a easily explained by certain interpreters of the 

growing recognition of the fact by buyers and law of supply and demand; but they are all 
packers that the growers interests and their hard facts to face by the seller. Shippers 
own are common and that one cannot prosper should have better transportation facilities, the 

h S( nted in many departments without the co-operation of the other, is work- privilege of feeding and watering at the yards 
lie spot imens on exhibition could ing for a better mutual understanding. There and a number of other rights and privileges not

is, however, scope still for a good deal, of giving now enjoyed. They will get them all undoubt-

pleasing to look upon. In most cases it is not 
ult to secure a strain that with proper 

(are and feeding will give a satisfactory 
yield.

avenage that the general farmer and taking on both sides. A frequent reason edly in time if agitation continues strenuously
examining the best of a class fox- 
should make an ideal type of 

" question.
shows were not withe 

f°r exhibitors.
‘^pressed that

is low qualit stock A frequent and unabated. For the

out their lessons 
Once more it was forcibly 
the man who cannot accept

present, however, it
reason for low prices for first quality animals is will do no harm for both producer and shipper 
that the owner or shipper thereof insists on to consider some of the- means that may be 
selling them bunched in with other stuff of operated to their advantage under even the 
another grade. The average shipper—and present far from satisfactory market con
tins applies especially to farmers who ship their ditions.
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