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SUBSTANCE OF ADDRESS

BY REV. ROBT. DUN-

sir, are meeting the brunt of -life’s battle. We
have been compelled to forego the fostering in-

ence of 1866. We are sure that nothing need | vinces,—and then gracefull S
be said to those liberal friends whose subscrip- | orator of the day, the Rev. 8. D. Rice, D. D.

The Rev. Dr. Rice announced as his theme,

CAN, PRESIDENT OF MOUNT ALLISON AL-
UMNI ASSOCIATION.

Mr. President, I am conscious of at least one
pre-requisite for the position in which I am now
placed—deep and undiminished affection for |character. To you, young friends, we say,—Be
my time-honoured alma mater.
telligence of that so terrible calamity by which
she was overtaken reached me, I was more than | yourselves worthy sons of such a parent. Be-
a thousand miles from the spot where I now
stand ; and sir I will not, for indeed I cannot, |ceded you in your struggles for preparation for

convey to your mind any adequate conception
of l.l!éy f
ligence I was made the subject. But we are

to plant the cypress, but to weave the orange
blossoms ; not to chant the requiem but to sing
the festal song.

In truth sir, I have found myself strangely im-

Be men !

* In the world’s broad field of battle,
In the bivouac of life,

marriage festival.

Dr. Pickard, our honoured Paterfamilias,
mindful of the wants educational, of our young Be not like dumb driven cattle,
Dominion, after consultation duly had with Be a hero in the strife !
those best qualified to form a ‘judgment in the | eeem————
premises has wisely decided that it was not good o o
to be alone—that an help-meet was necessary vrnhmtial a@tmﬁ
and must be found. And as to-day, Sir, inall| §~
her youthful symmetry and strength, her perfeef | ™~~~

AAA AANAAANAA

fluence of our Alma mater. They, on the coo- | tions remain, in part or in whole, yet unpaid ;
trary, still sit at her feet and linger beneath ber | to remind them that their promised help is in-
shadow. To them therefore, we turn to-dsy in |dispensable. Indeed the arrangements of the
all confidence as the fature custodians of her | Board are made in the confidence of such sub-
scriptions being forthcoming, relying in good
When the in- | mindful of her interests. Guard well and sacred- | faith in the fulfillment, at an early period, of the
ly ber reputation. Be proud of her. Prove|obligations given by the friends of the Institution.
When the general canvass, on behalf ot the
think you, if ycu will, of these who bave pre- Building Fund, was made last year, there were
some Circuits, and many individuals in various
your life-work, and who have gone] forth to fill, | places, then passed over, owing to special cir-
eelings of sorrow of which by that intel- | as many of them are now doing, with credit to | cumstances of pressure at the time, but with the
themselves and honor to their alma mater, posi- | full expectation that application made to them
here to-day not for sadness but for rejoicing ; not | tions of diguity and trust second to none of |at an early opportunity would be generously
those filled by the sons of similar Iastitutions |met. It is by no means intended that these
throughout these Lower Provinces ; and when | shall be forgotten ; and our necessities are such
the time shall come for you to take your places | that we are impelled to apply to them at once
by their side, or to fill the positions of those|to afford us the succour which it is in their
pressed with the thought, throughout this gala | whose work on earth is finished, be prepared to power to render, and thereby to free from bur-
season, that in very deed we were celebrating a |fill those places well. Ply your calling nobly ! | den and embarrassment our Educational enter-
prise. The privilege of aiding in this good
work, at this present juncture, is one from which
the Methodists of the Lower Provinces would |fore this New Dominion. The way was thus made
by no means desire to be freed. The canvass
will shortly be completed, and we hope that the
response will be such as to meet fully the addi-
tional eight thousand dollars.

The following resolutions were unanimously
adopted by the Board : —

comeliness and stature, she is presented to her
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friends and family, she cannot fail to command T_;I—O Dedication at M ountAlliloix.

the friendship and secure the praise of all.
I am not unadvised, that step-mothers as a

The friends of Higher Education throughout

class are not general favorites. The boys, the |these Provinces, will be gratified to learn that
older ones especially, are sometimes over-jealous | the various exercises, in connection with the
of their rights, and it not unfrequently has hap- | opening and dedication of the New Academy
pened that the induction of even the most worthy | Building at Mount Allison, were in the highest
of this oft-abused class has proved but the signal | degree sasisfactory to all who were privileged
for filia! disloyalty or family insubordination. I{¢o be present on the occasion. There was a
am warranted on behalf of the members of our | sonsiderable gathering of the Alumni, as well
association to say that if at any time a thought|ag of other friends, some from distant portions
of that kind has possessed the mind of any, it]of the Provinces, including a few who had wit-
has been wholly and forever banished. Already, | negsed the opening of the former edifice nearly
Mr. President, we have clustered lovingly around | gve and twenty years ago. As we surveyed
her. Already we bave had substantial proof of { the new and beautiful erection, with its capa-
her generous disposition, and to day, Sir, with'cious accommodations; and marked the perfec-
Dr. Pickard, we solemnly declare our purpose|tion of its arrangements and its admirable
to take her ¢ for better for worse, for richer for {adaptation to all the purposes for which it is
poorer, till death us do part,” and on his account, | designed ; and when we called to mind the sor-
not more than on our own, we pray that it may | row through which the friends of the Institution
long be said of her, * Many daughters have done | pagsed but eighteen months ago, when on the

virtuously, but thou hast excelled them all.”

same spot there lay a heap of smouldering ruins,

The object of this meeting is one with which [ we could scarcely realize that so much had been
I deeply sympathize—the advancement of edu- done, and so well and advantageously done,
cation—of education in the best sense of the | within so brief a period.

term,—of education based upon religious prin?

We ventured the opinion, at the time of the

ciples. It were to .prove.recreant to my trust, | calamitous fire, that it was quite possible for
as & man and as a minister, but especu‘lly as & gven that sad event to be overruled in the good
Waesleyan Minister did I not sympathize with [ p. vidence of God, for the great benefit of our

such an object.

educational enterprise ; and the result to-day—

As a man, Mr. President, 1 am supposed to|;\ our having a far better building in every
feel an interest in all that pertains to the well- respect than we had before, in our improved
b.eing of my species. There is force, inthat sen- | o0 ) position as regards our United Institu.
timent of an old Roman orator, “Iam a man, |5, and in the enlarged and deepened interest
and not!uhg that‘ls hfunan can be foreign to|g., by the Methodist people, and by the public
me. Sir, we beLjeYe .m t'he umvefsal brother- generally, in the p rity of the Sackville
hood of man, and if is in View of this therefore, College and Academie‘;,—p roves conclusively
that we are disp osed to think the poet-plough- |y ¢ the hopes before entertained as to the
man of Scotland blundered when in bis own|;)inate result were not over sanguine. But

quaint vernacular he wrote proleptically,—

“ For a’ that and-a’ that,

It’s coming yet for a’ that,

That man to man the warld o’er,
Shall brothers be for a’ that.”

With all deference to Burns, we submit that the
world has always been related, and therefore as
a lover of my species I ought to sympathize with
the object of this meeting. Moreover, if  Know-
ledge is power,”—if it is difficult to overestimate
the value of sound knowledge,—if it unseals new
fountains of pleasure and invests us with new pow-
ers,—if the accession of every true idea to the hu-
man mind is like the kindling up of a fresh orb in
the heavens, revealing more space, making the

in our congratulations on this very pleasing
realization, we are not to forget, that including
the unpaid subscriptions to the Building Fund,
as will be seen by the statement laid before the
Board of Trustees, there is required the sum of
$12,000 to place our Institutions in easy cir-
cumstances. The greater part of the subscrip-
tions yet unpaid are quite reliable, but in
addition to what may be received from this
source, there is an’ urgent necessity that a
further sum of eight thousand dollars should be
secured by generous contributions.

The Board contemplates that the Rev. Dr. Pick-
ard visit Europe shortly ; and while such visit is

upper firmament more glorious and lending a chiefly designed to be'of benefit to the hop i

new light to our pathway ; if, as Professor Upham
puts it, the human mind in its earliest stages ap-
pears, whatever may be its subsequent powers
and perceptions, to be totally destitute of ac-
tual knowledge—a stringed instrument, bav-
ing in itself all the powers and capacities of
sound but voiceless and silent until operated
upon by external influences—and if education
has anything to do in evoking those sublime and

. dulcet sounds of which the soul of man is
thus susceptible—if education has anything to
do in the development of human genius—* That
genius that breathes from ancient building and
smiles from ancient sculpture, that genius that
has weighed the mountains and measured the
stars and grasped the mightiest forces of our uni-
verse, subordinating /t.hiem {o the wants of man—
that genius that has struck such notes from the
harp of poetry as shall thrill the hearts of suc-
cessive generations,”—if education has had any-
thing to do with-all that, Sir, then 1 claim that
as philanthropists we ought to sympathize with
the object of this meeting.

Principal, as needed by him after the wasting
toil and anxiety to which he has been subjected,
it is hoped that the interests of our Educational
work will at the same time be furthered by the
Dr’s. visit. Were the grant obtained from the
New Brunswick Legislature for the purchase of
philosophical apparatus, &c., supplemented by
the liberality of the friends of Education who
have means at their disposal for doing good, the
procuring of such a highly necessary outfit for
our [nstitutions would be opportunely entrusted
to the Principal to be carried out by him while
in Europe. We hope that these matters, which
are of very highest consequence—viz., the
liquidation of the debt through the wonted gen-
erosity of the Methodisu public of these Lower
Provinces, and the procurement, by help from
the same source, of the needful appliances for
the effective working of the Institutions, will be
looked at, without loss of time, by the many of
our valued friends who are accustomed to
“devise liberal things.” When these objects

As s miniater, Mr. President, I am in sympa-
thy with the design of thiz day.
that Religion has anything to fear from the ad-
vances of sound knowledge.
ence, sir, are not antagoristic.
the sentiment, * Ignorance the mother of de-
votion "——it is an insult to our christianity, a

I have no idea,

Religion and Sci-
We repudiate

shall have been accomplished, there will be
found others,,of perhaps equal importance,
commending themselves to the minds and hearts
of all who are interested in the advancing in-
telligence and education of the people of these
rising Provinces, as connected with the future
working and increased efficiency of Mount
Allison. We are by no means content with the

great goodness in the work now successfully
brought to a termination—in guiding the minds

buted to the rebuilding of the Academy, and in
sustaining and directing those upon whom the
responsibility of the undertaking has chiefly
devolved.

2nd. That the Board, having carefully in-
spected the new edifice, deems it due to the
Building Committee to express to them the very
cordial thanks of the Trustees for the manner
in which they have superintended the erection
and furnishing of the Academy, and also
to record its high gratification at finding that
under their judicious management, an establish-
ment has been provided for the education of the
youth of our land, far superior to the former in
every respect, acd unequalled by any other
similar Institution in the Lower Provinces.

3rd. That this Board hereby records its deep
sense of indebtedness, under Divine Providence,
to the wisdom, energy, and perseverange of the
Rev. Dr. Pickard, for his satisfactory initiation,
management, and completion, under very trying
circumstances, of this important undertaking,
and for the highly gratifying consummation
which we are this day privileged to behold.

4th. That the cordial thanks of this Board
are due, and are hereby presented, to the Rev.
George Butcher, for his valuable services as
architect, both in furnishing the design and the
working plans for the construction of so elegant
and commodious a building, and for his laborious
and painstaking efforts as agent for the procur-
ing of subscriptions towards its erection.

5th. That this Board desires to place on re-
cord its high appreciation of the substantiality
and general excellence of the workmanship of
the new erection ; of the skill, industry and
perseverance displayed by Mr. Marcus True-
man, the master builder, from its commence-
ment to its completion, and of the perfectly
satisfactory manner in which he has fulfilled the
designs and wishes of the Building Committee.

6th, That the very cordial thanks of the
Board be presented to the Rev. C. Stewart,
and the Rev. C. Lockhart, who have acted in
the capacity of Agents for the Institution during
the past year, and to the Ministers on the re-
spective Circuits, who have kindly aided them
in obtaining funds for the re-building of the
Academy.

7th. That, regarding as highly desirable the
liquidation of the remaining debt on the United
Institutions, in order that our entire Educational
work may be henceforth carried forward with-
out embarrassment, the Board strongly cherishes
the hope that the full consummation of the
design contemplated at the Conference of last
year, may be effected with as little delay as
possible ; and earnestly commends this impor-
tant matter to the liberality of our very generous
friends in the Provinces, and also assigns to
the Building Committee to make such arrange-
ments as may be necessary for the collection of
outstanding unpaid subscriptions, and of secur-
ing additional amounts, as may be sufficient for
the object.

DEDICATORY EXERCISES.

At one o’clock on Thursday a large company,
pursuant to announcement, assembled in the
New Building, to unite in the Dedicatory exer-
cises. The service was commenced by the Rev.
M. Richey, D.D., President of the Conference,
giving out the hymn, “ Except the Lord con-
duct the plan,” &c., three verses of which were
sung. The President then read some appro-
priate portions of Scripture, and called upon
the venerable Wm. Temple, and the Co-Dele-

“ Qur present position as subjects of the New
Dominion, and our duty to the cause of chris-
tian education as arising out of that position.”
This deeply interesting subject the Dr. u-e';(ed
with great ability, and in doing so, enchained
the attention of his audience for upwards of an
bour. He noted the Hand of Providence in the
American Revolution,and in its issue in regard to
these Provinces. He glanced at the later history of
Britain, at her material resources and her pros-
perity during the last century and a half, and
then showed that this New Dominion possesses
even greater facilities for advancement with
every essential element of progress—our miner-
al, manufacturing and agricultural resources’
our fisheries, our extended sea coasts, our great
inland waters, our means of transit, the charac-
ter of our people, our immense field for popula-
tion—upon all these, and upon other topics of
great interest to us as a people the speaker ably
enlarged, as showing that a great future lies be-

clear for proceeding to the second part of the
theme, viz., Our present duty, now that we are
laying the foundations of a new nationality, to
make ample provision for the christian education
of the millions who are so soon to populate these
lands. We are hopeful that the Rev. Dr. Rice

1st. That the Report now presented on be- | will consent (o the publication of his :dn':in!_)le
balf of the Building Committee be accepted, |address, believing tbat his views as therein giv-
and this Board desires hereby to express its |en could not be communicated to the people of
devout gratitude to Almighty God, for His | these Provinces without signal advantage.

THE NEW BUILDING.
For the information of those who are ioter-

of the Trustees to a right conclusion at the time | ggted in the appesrance and arrangements of the
when the calamitous fire took place, in prompt- | New Building,—we furnish the following de-
ing the liberality of those friends who contri- | gcription : —

The new edifice well sustains the comparison
naturally instituted between it and its predeces-
sor, whether the points compared be elegance
and impressiveness of external appearance, or
convenience and commodiousness of internal
srcangement.

As we approach the front, through the neatiy
kept grounds, we see stretching and rising be-
fore us a stately structure of one hundred and
filty feet in length, aad of three stories in height,
painted a rich, cheerful brown, and surmounted
by a well-proportioned and imposing cupoia.—
Though the Doric columns which imparted to
the former building a grandeur which attracted
by its very simplicity, ere wanting in-this ¢ latter
house,” yet it presents an aspect of almost equal
stateliness by virtue of a solid front projection,
some thirty-five feet in length by ten or twelve
in depth. The :{ppunnce of repulsive stiffaess
which this arradgement might produce did it
stand alone is pleasingly relieved by the orna-
mentation peculiar to the Italian style, Lo which
type of architecture the edifice belongs. A
handsome balcony extends along the projection
between the first and second stories. The front
entrance is through a deep and imposing arch-
way. The windows of the third story are arched,
and the twin pillasters which enclose every per-
pendicular row of windows produce a very agree-
able effect by forming just above these windows
a parallel arc. If our readers add to these fea-
tures the elaborate mouldings and facings which
the style requires and which are nowhere exhib-
ited to better advantage than here,they will have
some idea of the front appearance of this elegant
structure. The ends of the building correspond
precisely with the front, save that t! ey have no
projections, while the rear is finished in a style
of appropriate neatne:s.

We regret that space will not allow us to de-
scribe in minute detail the internal arrangements.

Passing into the commodious hall, which, by
the way, is decorated with handsome panelling
of blue and drab, we find on the left a suitable
office, on the right an elsgant reception-room,
with which by folding doors is connected the
drawing-room. The hall extends across the
building, and bas two arms at right angles to its
main direction, which lead respectively to the
spacious dining-room, and to the extensive suite
of apartments devoted to the use of the Vice
Principal and family. In the rear ofposite the
office is the parlor of the steward, and opposite
thereception room,the capacious reading-room of
the Establishment. From ths centre of the hall
rises a magnificent stairway, leaving on either
band a passage to the play-zround. The second
story is chiefly occupied with dormitories, though
we must not forget to mentioa tte Museum, the
room of the building, reaching in height entirely
through the second and third stories, ligbted by
ten windows, and promising to be for the pur-
poses for which it is designed one of the finest
apartments in the new Dominion. The third
story is wholiy taken up with students’ sleeping
rooms. The school rooms, we should previously
have stated are situated in the west end of the
building on the first and second stories. Though
not perhaps so large as we trust the necessities
of the institution will soon require they are neat
and well equipped. At the eastern end is a com-
modious residence occupied by one of the Col-
lege Professors.

The kitchen, with a suitable suite of pantries,

&o., is situated in & wing at the rear. Beneath

the kitchen is a large wash-room. The basement

burlesque upon our Bible,—it is black and blas-
phemous. S8ir, in things religious, Ignorance is
pever bliss. The truths of Secripture, a1 d the
theories of all science not falsely so called, are
ever in strictest accordznce. True; it is less the
province of Revelation to clucidate a theorem
of science than to portruy the plan of salvation ;
lesa its province to con and decipher the stony
pages of earth than * to point to heaven and
lead the way ;" but we claim that when brought
into juxta-position, when placed side by side,
they slways harmonize, never condemn, much bands.

less contradict, each other. Therefore, sir, as In ”8_“‘] to the Social Re-union given by the
one interested in the elucidation of Scripture, 1 Alumni, it. will only be necessary here to state

bonourable standing which our Institutions have
obtained ; we are looking higher, and yet
higher ; and this, not in any fbolish ambition,

not for the present, nor even for the méxt gen-
eration. We are anticipating the grand future

of God, are prospectively entrusted to our

laws of science. respectable company, and that the occasion, in
cially as & Methodist minister do I sympathise | friends of other days, was gratifying in the
with the object of this meeting. Time was, Mr, | ¢Xtreme.

President, when Methodism was held by some We furnish for the information of our readers
t.o. be & synonym for poverty and ignorance, |*ome account of the special meeting of the

8ir, it has ever been the glory of this earnest BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

form of christianity that, like her Divine master,| A special meeting of the Board of Trustees of

gate, to lead in prayer.
rincipal of the Institution, Rev. Dr. Pickard,
on behalf of the Building Committee, formally
but, with the purest of aims; for our work is|presented the New Academy Building to the
Connexion ; when the President of the Confer-
ence offered the Dedicatory prayer. The com-
which lies before British North America, and pany then repaired to Lingley Hall, where the
the great work of moulding the destinies of|further exercises were proceeded with in the
millions of population, who, in the providence | following order :
1. Singing of the 45th Hymn, ¢ For the Queen.’
2. Prayer by the Rev. J. McMurray.
3. Opening Address by Rev. Dr. Richey.
4. Address by Rev. Dr. Rice—subject— The
bid God speed to the men who are daily em- that there was a grand entertainment provided, | question of Education in relation to the New
plgyed in evoking the secrets and explaining the good justice done to it by a large and highly | Dominion.
Address by the President of the Alumni
Not only as a man, and a minister, but espe- the opportunity for the meeting ot the numerous | Association—the Rev. Robt. Duncan.
6. Inaugural, by the Vice-Principal of ‘the
Male Academy—the Rev. Cranswick Jost, A.M.
7. Brief Addresses, by Hon. Mr. Botsford,
Rev. Wm. Wilson, Rev. Mr. Todd (Baptist) and
by Messrs. Weldon and Wood.
sk 18 80 sepestis: of tetsens. & vl N cial he Be ¢ We have given elseiwhere. th.e substance of
v et pe ” s dapted alike | the Institution was held #in Lnnglo? Hall, in the | two of the addresses above indicated ; but we
e the l:rned ; ow, WI e rich and the poor, | afternoon o(.Wednudly, the 7th inst.; present, | very deeply regret that of other able efforts of
b ‘;.d the illiterate, she has ne- | Rev. Dx"- Rl.cbey, President of the Conference,| the occasion we are unable to give any satisfac-
e o{;en!t; the lovo'st and most .d.. Rev. I Sutcliffe, Co-Delegate, Revs. Dr. Pickard, | tory report. We may just observe that the
<t ; sons as humg' special nlm J. Mch{my. J. Snowball, C. Stewart, and | President of the Conference, the Rev. Dr. Rich-
Podggd .L Pult‘m :nd her services, aud it she H.B. Allison, M. Wood, Jno. Starr, B. Lingley, | ey, opened the proceedings by a highly appro-
ot e iy h.t h.or the education of the masses Jas. 1.)'“"' Esquires. After the usual opening | priate address, in the course of which he offered
seopostens 'ilhou:. done (let those who in this | exercises, Dr. Pickard, on behalf of the Build- | his congratulations upon the completion of the
it has 5ot hoon bue :‘::::;t t:o ﬁlm kltone at ?r) ing _Commuce, presented a report of the elegant edifice then dedicated, and that, at this
e has lacked the force | receipts and expenditure for the re-building of | new era, opening up new spheres of action by | population, and in fulflment of the trust repos. | i

After prayer, the

of the main building contains beside the furnace
and boilers of the steam apparatus by which the
building is most efficiently heated, store-rooms,
cisterns, coal-birs, and in short, every conveni-
ence which so extensive an establishment re-
quires.

We must not omit further to say that the
Academy is furnished in all its parts in s most
complete manner.

STUDENTS,

One word about pupils for our Connexional
Institutions. We wish to remind our people
everywhere within the bounds of our Conference
that Mount Allision is now prepared to accom-
modate a much larger number of students than
heretofore, and with vastly increased facilities
for pursuing the work of Education to advan-
tage. We know the very general complaint
there is of %ard times; and we know also that
& very earnest canvass is going on in the Pro-
vinces in behalf of various public and private
Educational establishments ; but these furnigh
weighty reasons for increased effort on the part
of the friends of the Sackville Institutions to
bave those Halls of learning well filled. Will not
our ministcrs and people exert themselves at
once to bring about this most desirable result ?
If the Methodists of these Provinces want
their sons and daughters to keep pace with oth.
ers in this day of increasing intelligence, if our
youth are to receive an education (o fit them for
usefulness, in sympathy with the masses of our

e

and in every way fitted to send out its pupils
with a good foundation laid for their li‘e-work.

- . -

From our English Correspondent.

Wesl Methodist Conference—Preparatory
Commitices—Report on and Sunday-

hools— Chapel-erections— Home Missions—
’F;ork iuC;ke Army and Navy— Foreign Mis-
sionary Committee_of Review—New members
of the Legal Huadr_ed—E{eqtm of President
Z Ordination Service—Visils of celebrated
personages to England— The ¢form Bill—

‘Ritualism— Destructive fire at St. Kitl's.

The one hundred and twenty-fourth Annual
Conference of Ministers of the Wesleyan Me-
thodist Church in Great Britaiv, is now in session
in the Old Market Street Chapel, Bristol. The
Preparatory Committees, consisting,of Ministers
and laymen, were occupied for three days before
the opening of Conference in the transaction of
various matters of Connexional business. Our
lay friends mustered in good numbers, and en-
tered very heartily into the various important
questions brought before their attention.

The Educational Committee was the first that
met, and, during a protracted sitting, tbe details
of the work carried on by our Day and Sundsy-
schools, were brought under conaideration.
From the reports presented to the meeting, it
appeared that the intolerant and persecuting
spirit of the clergy of the Established Church is
almost everywhere on the increase, and all sorts

seducing childreu from our schools. Ia the
large towns we are not so liable to this clerical
interference and oppotition ; but in the agricul-
tural parishes, which are generally ruled by the
« squire,” and the ‘* parson,” our pevple are
subject to a wcst vexatious tyrsnny. Bribes
and threats are freely used, and in some in-

Church ioflusnce and power been carried, that
our Sunday-schools have been broken up. And
yet, notwithstanding these difficuities, the work
of Methodism in connection with Day and Sun-

prosperity, as appears from the following statis-
tics :—Number of Day-schools, 831, increase on
the year, 25 ; echolars, 99,128, increase 5,934 ;
Sunday-schools, 5,137, increase 80 ; scholars,
556,502, increase 13,435 ; scholars in church-
membership, 32,898, increase 1,656 ; Teacbers
and Officers 100,001. The cost of our Sunday-
schools for the year has been £34,592.

In seversl Circuits the state of religion in our
Sunday-schools is of a very cheering character.
Both emong scholars and teechers there is a
good religious quickening, resulting in numer-
ous conversions. The Rev. J. Clulon, our Sun-
day-school Inspector, observes: ¢ These are a
few instances of the spiritual power of our Sab-
bath-schools, and show that when they are
worked with intelligence, earnestness, and hum-
ble dependence on the power of God, they may
be nurseries of the Chnrch.”

Attention is being drawn to the most impor-
taat question of providing suitable accomodation
in our chapels for our senior scholars, so. that
inducement may be presented to them to become
permanent worshippers with us. For the want
of this we have doubtless lost thousands, who
have wandered into the paths of indifference and
irreligion. In a large chapel recently opened at
Plymouth, our friends have wisely issued 250
tickets to the lolder Sunday scholars, and to
other youths also, admitting them to the com-
fortable sittings in the gallery. This attention to
the young will be well recompensed.

In the Chapel Commitice 250 cases of erec~
tions during the year were reported, and it was
felt to be a cause of no small thankfalness and
joy, that notwithstanding the severe ccmmercial
disasters of the past year, nearly a quarter of a
millién of money had been raised for chapel pur-
poses, beicg an increase over the previous yest
of nearly £30,000.

The progress of chapel building in London
since the formation of the Metropolitan Chapel
Fund has been very gratifying. Our friends
have contributed nobly to this movement, and,
as the result, within the last five years, sixteen
chapels bave been erected in the metropolis ata
cost of £80,000, and furnishing sittings for
13,000 peéple. The success which has attended
these efforts appeers from the fact, that the new
chapels already yield an annual revenue from
seat-rents amounting to £3,600. Several new
sites have also been secured in eligible neigh-
bourhoods for the erection of other chapels,

For the last few years the Home Missionary
spirit of Methodism has been aroused to more
vigorous zeal on bebalf of the godless multi-
tudes which throng our country. The number
of Home Missionary Ministers has been largely
increased ; and these additional labours have in
most cases been attended with a very encourag-
ing measure of success.

From the report, however, presented to the

Committee, it appears that the increase of in-
come, although very considerable, has not been
equal to the increase of expenditure, so that the
Treasurers’ account showed a debt of nearly
£6000. In these circumstances the opinion was
strongly expressed that it would be unwise to
recommend the Conference to entertain any
{resh application for a Home Missionary Minis-
ter, except where the Circuit would take the en-
tire charge of his support. In that case, there
.is every probability that the steadily inereasing
income would soon adjust the balance-sheet.
One of the most ueeful branches of our Home
Missionary operations is the Army and Navy
Department. At some of our principal military
stations we have ministers, eminently qualified
for the work, wno are uccumplishing a large
amount of beneficial service. Besides conduct-
ing public worship and preaching the word of
life, they meet Bible classes, and visit the hos-
pitals and prisons, and their evangelical la-
bours are heartily welcomed by a large num-
ber of men, who, in most cases, would otherwise
be unprovided with such religious instruction
and pastorsl care as are requisite to meet their
case. The report of the year's work mentions
several gratifying cases of spiritual success ; and
altogether our prospects here are very encour-
aging.
Ons of our oldest Committees is tne Mission-
ary Committee of Review, and it always secures
a'large attendance of both ministers and lay-
men.  For some years past, the galleries of the
chapel in which the meeting is held, have been
opened for the admission of ladies, and the num-
ber present indicates that the opportunity thus
afforaeq o hecoming acqusinted more intimately
with our Missionary operations s we, *nore-
ciated. e
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of expedieuts are resorted to for the purpose of dred. These smounted to 10, one-balf to be

stasces, to such an extent has the oppression of William Jackson, the Governor of Didsbury

day-schools shows 2 encoursging degree of speaker, and distinguished by fervent seal in

Among other interesting items of intelligence selves in one

n the report read by the Rey. Dr, Oaborm, it ' 400, somewhere about 600 gre present. In this | Yhom
’ the Gth of September.

to give the niaiter their best attention.  Their
report, and the decision of Conference, I shall
be able to give you in my next letter. It is un-
doubtedly a difficult question. On the one hand
the new Belfast College is a very important In-
stitution, and it is essential to its success that
the Principal be a man of eminent ability ; but
then on the other hand, the position which Mr.
Arthur holds at the Mission Houee, is one- that
can hardly yield its claims even to so pressing a
demand as that which Belfast makes.

For some four or five years our Missionary
exchequer has been burdened with » heavy debt,
mainly arising from greatly increased expendi-
ture in Italy, Chins, and India. . This debt at
present amcunts to about £25,000, and entails
considerable expense in the sbape of interest.
To carry on our existing Missions it will be ne-
cessary to realize an additional income of from
£8,000 to £10,000.

-Adcording to the report of the Jubilee Fund
the amount promised in great Britain was £172,-
738, and 8,238 on Mission Stations. Of these
sums there remains yet unpaid in Great Britain
£19,537, and on Foreign Stations £1,124. Ire-
lend and Australia are not included in these
calculations, inasmuch as what is raised there is
appropriated to those Conferences.

The Conference was opened on Thursday
morning, the 25th of July. The first busiaess
was to fill up the vacancies in the Legal Hun-

filled up by nomination, and one-half by seniori-
ty. In the former case it is considered to be a
mark of confidence and esteem conferred by
their brethren on comparatively junior ministers,
although even then few obtain it until they have
been from 20 to 25 years in the work. This
distinction was this year bestowed on the Revs.

Institution, Benjamin Gregory, a man of supe-
rior scholarship and eminent pulpit ability, to-
gether with many personal excellencies, Alex-
ander McAulay, a powerful preacher and public

the work of the ministry, John Kirk, (B) a man
of close thought, convincing speech and untiring
industry, snd Benjamin Frankland, our gifted
and esteemed KEditor.

The choice of President fell to the Rev. John
Bedford, who received 191 votes ; the next
pame was Samuel R. Hall, with 21 votes. Mr.
Bedford is preéminently qualified for the office
to which he has been raised. For intimate and
accurate knowledge of Methodist law and dis-
cipline few cen equal him. His gifts of public
speaking make him always welcome both in the
pulpit and jon the platform, and, in the delibe-
rations of ;8 committee, his ripeness of judg-
ment, clearness of discernment, and facility of
expression appear to great advantage.  His in-

remarkable. Such a combination of power and
will to work is seldom met with, and most
certainly if any man ever earned honour and
distinction by faithful, unceasing, and zealous
labour, Mr. Bedford has.

The Conference Prayer Meeting was largely
attended, acd the deliberations at the various
sittings hitherto have been marked by -much
harmony. .

The Ordination service was held on Wednes-
day last in King Street Chapel. Hundreds of
persons went away unable to obtain admission.
There were 62 candidates. The charge was
delivered by the Ex-President.

During the past month London has been in
an unusual excitement of gaiety owing] to the
visit to this country of the Sultan of Turkey,
the Pacha of Egypt, and the Belgian volun-
teers.

o the evening of Thufsday, July 18th, the
Snlten visited the city in state, and was enter-
tai ied by the Corporation with magnificent hos-
pitality. No expense was spared to give splen-
dour and effect to the occasion.

The Guildhsll where the banquet was held,
was perhaps never at any former time s0 elabo-
rately ornamented and furnished.  Brilliant
chandeliers and baskets of creeping flowers bung
from the roof ; fountains played, decorated with
choice flowers. The lobbies were clothed with
draperies and adorned witn pictures. Buffets
of gold and silver plate, floral decorations, and
works of art of fabulous value occupied the
space around the statue of King George III
About 3000 guests were present. How strange
it seemed to be thus welcoming the * Grand
Turk, the successor of the Mahomets and Soly-
mans, and Amuraths, who two hundred yesrs
were the terror of Christendom ! His Imperial
Majesty seems to have been much gratified with
his reception, and left £2500 to be distributed
among the poor of London.

The Government Reform Bill is now passing
through the ordeal of the House of Lords. Va-
rious amendments are proposed, and it will be
difficult to accomplish the final reading before
the close of the Session.

The Royal Commission on Ritualism is now
prosecuting inquiries, and it is said that a scheme
is now under consideration which, as a sort of
compromise, would empower a bishop to license
in his diocese chapels, where semi-popish rites
might be celebrated for those who desired them !
And all this while such practices wou!d be ille-
gsl in the parish church !

Intelligence has just reached us of a terrible
fire at St. Kitt's, in the West Indies. The town
of Basseterre in that island is a beap of ruins,
One thousand houses were burnt to the ground
and five thousand people rendered homeless.
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of a Jewish rabbi, avowed that, in
avoid his beiog mistaken for the under
ko b g s g
ble custom to put on & surpiice i, &
solemnization of marrisge and at the burial of o
dead. Dr. Osboru insisted on the ryje oro.ilb'
years ago, that no gown, surplice, or Xty
shouid be worn by any of our Mcmoel
. ers ang
urged that in the present day, whep contentiog,
about vestments avd all sorts of Fitual ob.,”._
ances wers agitatitg the Church and the public
Methodist ministers could not keep 100 clear o;
these things; a view of the case which com
manded generei assent, and led to 4 “hlhlu\.
engagement on the part of the mitiater 4
red to that he would defer to the groeral viey
of his hrethren in this matter.
h,u? was a tremendous crowd at the gales of
Old King-street Chapel cn Wednesday mory.
ing. It was the Ordination service, ard (he o
mission was by ticket ; but this yrecaution did
not prevent an excessive amount of crowding
and confusion. The Ex-President’s charge ‘was
delivered with all the peculiar appearance
meaning every word and every ayllable thet he
says, which is characteristic of My, Arthur's
oratory on occasions of: importance, and it ey;.
dently produced a powerful impression on the
congregation. No dootrinal besis was hid
down; the ¢ charge” consisted from first 1o last
of practical directions respectiog the work and
office of the ministry. It was a plain, bomely,
straightforward discourse, not wasted in gene-
ralities, but going carefuliy into patticalars. The
wide range of Mr. Arthur's social interoourse
has rendered cim familiar with all that is saig
about ministers in parlours and drawing-rooms,
The service of the morning enabled him 1o
tu.nlfer much of this to the pulpit, with appro-
priate warnings and cautions Lo those whom he
was officially addressing.

The examination of character occupied the
Conference on Monday and part ot Tuesday.-
The list of complaints has this year been re-
matkably light ; the cases which required utten-
tion being chiefly offences, or alleged offences,
against discipline, not involving any offence
against worals. The question of smoking was
raised, by one of the candidates for ordination
declicing to enter into any promise with regard
to that babit, and an animated little converse-
tion ensued, which ended in the young brother
baving a year allowed him for the consideration
of the matter, his ordination being deferred
during that period.

The Open Session of Confereuce was the
most interesting that bad been held foc several
years past, At Bradford tbe interest was almost
concentrated in Mr. Thornton’s eloquent ad.
dress. This year it was sustained and incressed
to the end. Dr. Robinson Bcott’s speech was
full of interesting facts, and was delivered with
a straightforwardness and simplicity which esr-
ried it right to the hearts of his audience. It
was happily aimed at the mixed assembly. I
dealt with ecclesiastical questions, but it en-
forced them by popular illistrations. In these
Open Sessions it is plain that the speakers ad-
dress the visitors as well as the Conference.—
Sometimes, indeed, they forget their position,
and appeal to the friends who are listening,
which is just parallel to the case of a member
of Parliament who should gravely address the
spectators in the Stranger's Gallery. At any
rate, Dr. Scott managed to interest both classes
of his audience.

And Mr. Emile Cook, with his open, intelli-
gent fice, and & form more usually associsted
with the idea of John Bull than of Jean Crapsud,
but French to the tip of his tongue and the
ends of his fingers—what shall we say of his ad-
dreas P It wes witty, it was weighty, natural, and
simple through the art which conceals art, taking
captive everybody, because proclaiming a design
on nobody. It left on the minds of his besrers
a sympathy akin to pity for the little Church
struggling amid that ccean of superstition and
infidelity,”snd an admiring faith in the men
who form that little band, and are doing God's
work in France. The least of our English dis-
triots is larger than the whole French Confer-
ence. Burdened with debt, crippled in every
appliance, they nevertheless report this year ad
addition of one member for every eight pre-
viously in Society. If we did as well propor-
tionately our increase this yesr would bave
been forty thousand.
Last, and least, yet not the least, came Bishop
Paype. He is an unmistskeable negro; for
though he can clsim descent from umo' maces,
the negro element plainly predominates in NI
Yet no one would know it if he were to listen
blindfolded to the Bishop ; for bis sccent ¥
Anglo Baxon ; be can pronouncs * b’ snd,
indeed, speaks like all educated Americsns. He
spoke very quietly, but very eloquently. The
story of his thrice-repeated consecration by bit
godly bis father, the picture of that fatber's ife i8
lowly cabin, and then the relation of his recent
visit to the graves of WESLEY snd the
who sleep beside him, were given with 8 pathos
and power which excited altenate tesrs snd choer-
ing. “ The black race, some call it the
race—at any rate we are men,” said the Busuor.

: of
And his own performance was the best proof
itatruth. The audience was resdy for ‘bb’-:;
snd Bristol bas not often heard such 8
praise as was heard when the PRESIDENT
given out the appropriate verse—

No matter how dull the scholar whom He

M
wonderful fashion of teac

And wise to salvation He makes us bi__.lh-

Indeed only sbout six houses d, and
smong them were the Wesleyan Ch'a "

n pel and
Mission Hofuo. The roof of the latter took
fire three times, but by great exertions, and
:\“ul:bwpono nal bravery, the flames were extin-
August 2nd, 1867,
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