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Twilight Musinga.
yyy aow the day ie doling, 
grading earth With mystic thjde. 

jgiing shadows are reposing 
0>r the glen and grassy glade.

,U«d.! crim-on shade» are gleaming 
OVf the daylight's western grave.

|n of glory now are atreaming 
(Or the dancing rippling-wave.

■»-ai ibe aky one star ia peeping, 
latching daylight’» burial rite, 

yth beneath ie calmly alee ping. 
Glistening in the silver light.

gat »t evening's holy hour,
Sadnee" o’er my spirit steal*. 

g,gnjry with her magic power 
M«y a hidden thought reveals.

lid 1 think of those now sleeping 
. Dreamless in the eilent grave,

Here the willow droopa while weeping, 
led the gentle flowerets ware.

for as twilight’» hour i« clouded 
|y the gathering deepening gloom ;

1 j,'t short day will soon be shrouded
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A Year in Heaven.
,jmt angel», beloved, thou hast

kenTW^
iissrhas heaven’» white portal ehut ont the 

sound of ain ;
■ jet ne voice, no whisper come» floating 

down from thee
d a, what glad wonder a year of heaven 

weald be.

r bait» before it listen—the beautiful closed
|et»i—

tint* yearn» around u» : we listen and we
wsit

,thy heavenly birthday, on earth thy lilies 
bloom ;

•*. immortal garland» canat find for these 
no room t

M hvedit all thing! lovely when waiting 
with ue here ; 

a, tom the heights of heaven, eeeme earth no 
longer dear P

, cm not paint thee moving in white-robed 
state afar ;

r think our flower ot comfort a cool and dis
tant star.

Hum is but life made richer; therein 
no loea:

11. m»t our love and longing thou ha»t no gulf 
to oroi. ;

|fo .damant between oe rear» up it* rockey 
en;

|iwi before u« only—thou in the light lerene.

mil ’twixt earth and heaven a breath might 
waft uide,

weatbe one air, beloved, we follow one dear 
Guide.

id into vision, out of our mist» and rain,
; west how sorrow bloeeom» ; how peace is 

won from pain.

heifwe feel thee leaning from thy deep calm 
of bliee

i iy of earth, Beloved, bow beautiful it is ! 
lilies in thia splendour—the green leavee in 

this dew !
arth is slso heaven, with God’s light cloth

ed snew ?

then the sky seems bluer, and when the lilies
wear

lender mystic shading we never knew was 
there,

ff.llmy, “ We eee thing» earthly by light of 
sainted eyes ;

I Si» bnd» where we are gaaing to-day from pa
radise."

I S««n»e we know thee .near u», and nearer «till 
to Him

Who El» thy cup of being with glory to the 
brim,

We will not «tain with grieving our fair, though 
fainter light,

But cling to thee in spirit a» if then wert in 
sight.

And as in yean of beauty the swift years come 
and go

Vpon celestial currents ouf deeper life sbsll flow, 
during from that sweet country where blighting 

never came,
Love chimes the hours eternsl, in earth and hea

ven the same. —Congregatumaliti.

The Christian in his Amor.
Why represent the disciple of the Prince of 

Piece u a mailed warrior P Why «peak of the 
ulvalion secured by faith as though won by 
•word and spear ?

The world U full of repellent and opposing 
twee; and only by steady, heroic faithfelneea 
«•a the believer maintain his birthright The 
Apostle give» the foes which eonfioet him, and 
ÜI arms with which be can » stand in the evil 
V “ Stand against the wiles of the deriL 
Pwire wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 

principalities, against powers, against 
A* rulers of the darkness of this world, egainet 
pintail wickedness in high places." He spesks 
( flesh and blood ss though scarcely considered, 
1 view of the more desdly opposition of con- 
rolling spiritual forces. The Neroe and Hilde- 
**ds of persecution are the mimoos of these.

real conflict U with the strategy of the com- 
•edeis. •« The wiles "—method, scheme» •' of 
» devil,” the adversary, “ the prince of this 
ÿd." " the prince of the power of the air, 
Wliirit that worketh in the children of die- 
bsdience." The same sway, though doubtleae 
«Aovdmste, is attributed to other evil spirits, 
As srs termed “ the world ruler^of darkness," 
Vritual wickedness," or M spiritual things of 
'■tidnese." Acute forms, opposed to the 

of Christianity—“ in high places *—above 
***of their prison.

ft*» assault in every form, with nil weopooa, 
‘“w Mew with

with persecution ; now with popularity, and now 
with fiendish opposition. Forewarned, forearm
ed# Not to prepare for such an attack wer* 
mtdness. Hence the direction : “ Therefore 
take unto you the Whole armor cf God (panoplia 
iou theou).n It is emphatically the whole, com
plete panoply of God which. secures the soul. 
Any part wanting, or maladjusted, impairs the 
safety of the rest. The defensive armor is the 
girdle, baldric or belt, covering the person from 
the hips to the ribs ; the breastplate, covering 
the breast and shoulders, the vital seat ; the 
greaves, worn as long ago as the days of Goliath, 
protecting the limbs ; the shield, worn upon the 
arm, and turned hither and thither, receiving 
alike cuts from the sword^thrusts from the jave
lin, or hurtling darts, heated or charged with fire ; 
and the helmet, for the protection of the head.

For offensive wa*there is the soldier’s ancient 
weapon, with which he came face to face and 
fought hand to hand with his foeman.

What are the elements of Christian life cor
responding with this ancient panoply ?

The girdle or baldric—truth. In the lowest 
possible interpretation, love of truth, as opposed 
to the indulgence, for a moment, of h single 
sophism, or compromise vrith error. But higher 
in significance is that interior truthfulness, in
corruptible rectitude, which is opposed to the 
falseness characteristic of Satan. Jr sus said, 
* 1 am the truth,” and when the “ Prince of 
this world ” came to assail Him in the agony, 
he said " he findeth nothing in me.” “ The 
breastplate of righteousness.” From the term 
employed we think the reference is to moral re
novation, and the experience of justification by 
grace. It is essential to confidence in the evil 
day that there be an evidence of amicable rela
tions with God, that the spirit stands accepted 
in the beloved. .

Yet we concede the importance of righteous
ness in its practical sense. He may face the 
accuser who ie conscious of having maintained 
hie integrity, but unfaithfulness in life weakens 
the soul and leaves it liable to be overborne. 
Many a man is conquered here. Ilis Christian 
experience loses its power because of unfaitltful- 
ness.

The Greaves. Shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace. That is, as many of the 
old versions rendered it, with the readiness of 
the gospel of peace. Stripped of metaphor, 
the readiness to dispense the gospel, to bear its 
blessings to others, is, of itself, an almost in
vulnerable safe-guard. He who has it is in 
communion with Christ so intimate that none 
can destroy him. k is active, ready obedience 
which confirms the feeble knees, transforms the 
weak man into strength and renders the child 
a giant. It is seen in the history of the Church. 
The aggressive Church is always united and 
vigorous i the eoniervative Church cumbrous 
and unwieldly, ir not torn and divided.

** The shield of faith.”—** Beside all, or above 
•11.” Faith ie the hero-grace of the soul, and 
so is it the covering or securing grace. It is 
turned in every direction that arrows of fire may 
be caught and quenched. What but strong liv
ing faith, every moment, can subdue the evil 
thoughts showered upon the soul ? What else 
can quench them ere they kindle desire ?

64 Without faith it ie impossible to please 
God ;” without it we cannot “ walk.” It is “ the 
victory which overcometh the world,” for the 
soul thst believeth has conquered. Broader and 
more invulnerable than the Vulcan forged shield 
of Thetis’ eon, it may be ventured in any con
flict.

“ The helmet of salvation.” “ For a helmet 
the hope ot salvation.” “ We are saved by hop>e.” 
Yet we think that hep the apostle specially re
fers to possessed, enjoyed salvation. Saved— 
who can destroy ? Saved—Christ indwelling— 
who can overcome ? The hope of coming, per
fected salvation ie, however, essential. The 
future must be read. We will interrogate it. 
Hope interprets its answer, and gives assurance 
of being u Forever with the Lord.”

Thus defended, the sword of the Spirit, the 
word of God is in hie hands, usiqg which he not 
only stands, but waxes valiant, putting to flight 
the armies of the aliens.

One thus panoplied is the safe Christian. He 
ie one of Heaven’s iron-ciads, which ride past 
all batteries. Invulnerable is he in the hottest 
fire of htlL He ie an active Christian, for this 
suit of proof-mail sits upon, as easily as the air 
envelope him. With it he can run through— 
not from—a troop, and in charge, not retreat, 
he can leap oyer a wall.

Wielding that sword “ with all prayer ” he 
becomes the resistless Christian. So too, thus 
panoplied and weaponed he becomes theperjed 
Christian, for what can 1>3 more expressive of 
perfect character than doing all, and standing in 
the evil day ? Such are the Great-hearts and 
Faithfuls of every age, and su^i are they who 
ascend, through much tribulation, it may be, to 
the mouBt of God.

« Wherefore take unto you the whole armor 
of God that yc may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all to stand.”—A. W. 
Advocate.

I irrecoverably lost. But if Christ had refused to told by sotne of the European government cE- the foundations of the world are breaking up ? was in favour of the besiegers ; England was far that has not been hawked about, the common 
drink the cup of suffering put to his lips in the cere, that among the natives, are found some of Why he does not so much as know ther^ was away, her arms were engaged in every quarter of property of all, but dug fresh from its native 
garden of Gethsemane, there ciuld have been the most splendid accountants in the world. But any house or cricket there. He thinks of the the globe, the Franco-Spanish navies masters of, mountain ; a secret drawn from the bosom of 
no «alvalton for min. I this point has no very vital connection with the harvest that is to follow the track cl the plow, the Ftraits, the princes uf Morocco for a time un- ; God. Glory, the richest, gladdest word that

Kiom the gardée c,f Gethsemane started ano- : spread of Christianity among this people, thnygh We are all like the crickets. If an)thing bap- friendly tb the English, and t 
ther fountain that courses its way through the 1 think the matter of general education has. I peng l0 overthrow our plans, we think all is gone led by able engineers, supplied 
world. That fountain has its source in the drops believe that in the education of the rising gen- to ruin._Beecher.
of bloody sweat that fell from the Saviour’s eration is our chief hope. __________ ____ __________

Before coming to India I hr.dbrow. It was augmented by the stream that 
flowed from his hands, his feet, and his side, on

Stubbornness.- o _
often heard of the stubborn obstacles with which Thé Pcpul&T Cr6€d

Calvary. Whoever plunges in this stream, is, Christianity has to contend in advancing among Dimes and dollars! dollars and dimes! 
cleansed from the stain of sin and guilt. j this people ; but it is only by coming among An empty pocket’s the worst of crimes !

Down to the latest generation these gardens them, and getting in contact with the mighty If a man’s down give him a thrust, 
will continue to be remembered, and perhaps barriers thtt oppose tbemscives to Christianity, Trample the beggar into the dust !

that I have had anything like a just conception Presumptuous poverty’s quite appalling, 
of truth in the matter. Such is the hardness and Knock him over ! kick him for tailing ! 
blindness of the adult masses that I have but If a man’s up, oh ! lift him higher ! 
little hope for them.— It ie a common remaik Your soul’s for gale, and te’e a buyer!

o mighty armies ever created lips have spoken, means God re- 
iih lavish means, tealed— divinity flowing into the enraptured soul 

stood ready for assault. Yet for four long To learn to speak it ie the highest privilege of 
years, during which this memorable siege lasted man. That it might be learned in the moat 
they never made it. R?giue Professors of Mo- effectual way, mankind are put in the school of 
dern History may talk of a regenerated Spain, experience, being brought in the world in the 
and of our inability in presence ot a regenerated mo«t helpless condition, ignorant of the knees 
Spain to keep our prise ; but were Spain twenty which support them or the hand which gives

throughout eternity the scene* that transpired in 
them, will be studied with ever increasing in
terest.— Ger. lief. Messenger.

The Anchor.
If the great ship have a reliable anchor, it is 

Rale. If the anchor be of sufficient weight, and 
have a secure cable, it- will hold the snip against 
the fury of the storm. Its sharp flukes will lay 
hold on the rocks ia the ocean’s bed, and then, 
although the wild tempest scream with all its 
fury, and the huge bülows dash against it, it will 
be firmly fixed and defy their power.

We have noticed times of trial on the stormy 
water». We have stood on the rocky cliff, when 
life elemental storm was raging in ail its fury 
The wind and the storm have>nrged the greet 
deep into its wi.-itst commotion. Near this rug
ged cliff is some frail bark, freighted with human 
beings. Their only security is the good anchor 
that has grasped the rocks at the bottom. At 
each appalling reverberation of the storm, we 
have looked to see the frail ship torn from her 
moorings aud hurled on the breakers or buried 
in the water*. The death shriek of the hope
less passenger* seems almost in our ears, as we 
hold our very breath in agony at their periL But 
the storm at length begins to subside. The aw
ful voice oi the tempest has been hushed, until it 
has become like the zephyr’s murmur. The sun 
has come forth and wreathed dull nature in 
smiles. That little bark is resting as safely and 
confidingly on the ocean’s bosom as the bird on 
the bosom of some sequestered mountain lake 
Its anchor proved fai’hful and true.

And there is a like security for every voyager 
“ sailing o’er life’s solemn main.” It is the hope 
of the gospel. It will be as an anchor to the soul 
both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into 
that within the vail. If Jesus Christ has said 
“ Thy sins are forgiven thee,” and washed in his 
blood, then we have that anchor, that will never 
give way, amid the fiercest ocean’s storms. It is 
fixed in the living Ilock—the Rock of Ages—and 
heaven and earth will pass away before it will 
lose it* hold. Seek this Anchor, then, O mari 
her o’er the soundless waters of time. It ie your 
only safety from eternal shipwreck. Cling to it, 
you who have already secured it, for it will bear 
you safely through all the storms, until you find 
eternal peace.—Presbyterian Banner.

at home, that when persons pass the age of Dimes and dollars ! dollars and dimes ! 
An empty pocket’s the worst of crimes !twenty or twenty-five years the chances of their i

becoming converted are much decreased ; that „ ,
...... av.fi ,v „ „ •. , I know a poor but worthy youth,after thirty or thirty-fixe they are quite small, ^ ' ., ,

r-.fi «U , , - « w hose hopes are built on a maiden e truth ;and that after forty or fort)-five they are fearful-■ 1

Editorship of a Religious Paper 
a Pastorate.

The Rev. Dr. Curry, (Meth. EpT) has recently 
left the pulpit to assume the chief editorship of 
the N. Y. Christian Advocate and Journal. In 
his salutatory he makes the following reference 
to the character and duties of his new post :

“ Considered as a form of the pastoral rela
tion, in which view of it alone is the Christian 
minister justified in assuming it, the conduct of 
a religious fani..y paper is both a sacred and a 
delicate trust. In exchanging the pulpit for the 
religious press, an audience counted by a few 
hundreds is exchanged for one of tens of thou
sands, who week by week are to be supplied 
with food for thought and the means of moral 
and intellectual culture ; and though the aggre
gate power of the pulpit may be incomparably 
greater than that of the religious newspsper, 
)et no one man cun from the pulpit exert so wide 
an influence as he ought to do at the head of a 
widely-circulated denominational paper. It is 
therefore especially needful that one to whom 
such responsibilities are given should duly ap
preciate them.

§tligimis Intelligent!.

The Two Gardens.
Eden and Gethsemane ! How intimately the 

condition of the world ie related to these two 
gardens ! In the first man was placed in his 
state of innocency. There he was placed on 
trial for himself and all his descendants ; there 
he felL In that garden started the bitter foun
tain, formed by tears of regret over a ruin which 
mah had caused, but whiea he had no power to 
restrain. That fountain has couraed its w»y 
down through the ages, augmented oontinually 
by teara of suffering and «•rrow. The world 

, never forget Eden, both for what ft was, and 
for what it became by reason of man’s sin.

After four thousand years bad elapsed, and 
the world had experienced the consequences of 

^ the second Adam enters another garden— 
the garden of Gethsemane. He enters it by 
night- It was the night of man’s sin and gui.t. 
H, entered it to place himself on trial also for 
the world. When God called to the first Adam, 
Where ait thou ? He bid himself from bis pre- 
eence. Hew., ashamed because he was gu.lty. 
When God called to the second Adam, he an- 
swered. Here am I, in the volume of the book 
it i, written of -e, to do th, wdl, O God. If 
much depended upon the trial of the first, we 
u. aay that even more depended upon the mil 
of the second Adam. There was a possibility of

nd» of the M, the world w« »ot

> W*t2

India..
LETTER FROM REV. T. T. SCOTT.

My work, besidee the study of the language, 
consist» in overseeing two schools for boys, and 
maintaining the interests of a little natjye so
ciety. We have our preaching, Sabbath-school, 
Bible-class, class-meetings, and prayer-meetings 
j u*t as at borne. All these give a round of duty 
not unlike the regular pastorale at home.

Our society only numbers half a dozen, some 
of whom seem to be soundly converted in the 
old Methodist sense of the word. It is interest
ing to see how uniform the manifestations of ex
perimental religion ere in every clime. How 
grateful 1 hate felt at times for the evidence» of 
God’s grace in hearts that once were all blindness 
and darkness. Theee are the first fruits ; the 
harvest will come.

My native helper is a faithful and devoted 
man, and a good example of the power of Chris
tianity on the heathen mind and heart. Stilt 
there ia much here to try one in many that be
come Christian in name. Their follies and weak
ness and foible» are often astonishing and
very patience-trying. In Christ’s aid and pres
ence alone are we enabled to toll on in patience 
and hope. Thank God for some bright examples 
of Christianity’s power, and of its universal adap
tion to man’s heart.

Hindoo Converts.—We have some Christians 
here converted from Hindooism, a religion that 
was hoary with age when Christianity was born, 
and they live, and breathe, and act a Christianity 
just as pure as may be seen in the brightest 
Anglo-Saxon converts of Protestant Europe or 
America. I rejoice in this fact, as an evidence 
that Christianity has that in it which will yet 
make it »» universal as our race. Let no man 
say that ft is lost labor and expenditure to at
tempt planting Christianity in Hindoo soil, or 
that the day has not come for it yet.

In my schools instruction is given in reading, 
writing, arithmetic, geography, grammar, and 
history. We have about eighty boy. m all, un
der instruction, and they make interesting pro
gress. This strikes me s. a peculrarity. The 
native mind is finely adapted to malh.-sU«,at 
least to arithmetical calculations. Weed, I

ly small. All this, while true at home, is vastly 
more so here. There ia not only the natural fix
edness of mind and heart acquired by age to be 
overcome, but there ore hosts of prejudices, self, 
ish feelings, and oppositions to be overcome, 
which are unknown to the unconverted at home. 
Hence I have but little hope for the adult popu
lation of this country. I fear they will go down 
in masses to an idolater’s grave, and mt-el an 
idolater’s retribution. I do not lose sight of the 
power of God’s grace, but I believe that educa
tion is to be one, and a leading one, c-f the 
agencies that will be u mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong-holds.” I do look 
for conversions from among adults ; but it is for 
the youth and rising generations that I hope for 
all things, and that hope beanw through a sanc
tified education. Such education will preoccupy 
the youthful mind, and develope in it a soil in 
which the seeds of Gospel truth may find root 
and live. And the present progress of missions 
in India justify this statement.

The vast majority of our good native Christi
ans is the fruit of early instruction. They had 
the advantage of mission schools and mission 
training when joung. I am not adopting the 
theory that civilization must go before Christi
anity. Far from it. Facts and circumstance 
point to what is and will be the most successful 
means, in the order of God’s providence, in reach
ing and evangelising a people like this.

(êttttrai lEsrellann.

The Shepherd’s Dog and Child.
One dey a shepherd, on going to bis flock, 

which were feeding on the higher parte of the 
Grampian Mountains, took hie little boy wiili 
him, as well as hie dog. The child was only 
three years old. The father left him elcne while 
he looked after some sheep, when suddenly a 
thick fog came on. The anxious lather instant
ly hastened back to find hie child ; but it was eo 
dark that he could not see him, and unfortunate
ly he misaed hie way. After a search of many 
hours among the caverns and hole» in the moun
tains, he was at length overtaken by night. Still 
wandering on, be discovered by the light of the 
moon that he had reached the bottom of the val
ley, and was within a short distance of his cot
tage. He hoped the child had gone home ; but 
when he inquired he found that bis wife had not 
seen him. ,

To renew the seerch that night was equally 
fruitless and dangerous. He was, therefore oh 
liged to remain where he was, having lost both 
his child and his dog, which had attended him 
faithfully for year». Next morning, by daybreak 
the shepherd, accompanied by a band of his 
neighbours, set out in search of his child ; but, 
after a day spent in fruitless fatigue, they were 
at last compelled, by the approach cf night, to 
descend from the mountain. Oil returning tc 
his cottage, the shepherd found that the dog, 
which he bad loet the dey before, had been home, 
and, on receiving a piece of cake, had instantly- 
gone off again. For several days the shepherd 
renewed the search for hie child, and still on re
turning at evening disappointed to his cottage he 
found that the dog had been home, and on re
ceiving hia usual allowance of cake bad instant
ly disappeared. Struck with this singular cir
cumstance, he remained at home one day, and 
a hen the dog aa usual, departed with his piece 
of cake, he resolved to follow him, and find out 
the strange conduct. The deg led the way to a 
waterfall, at some distance from the spot where 
the shepherd had left the child. The shepherd 
stepping from crag to crag, crossed the roaring 
stream. The dog at last disappeared into a cave, 
the mouth of which was almost upon a level with 
the torrent The ebepherd wiih diEculty follow
ed ; but, on entering the cave, what were his 
emotion» when he beheld hia little boy eating, 
with much aatiafaction, the cake which the dog 
had just brought him, while the faithful animal 
stood by watching his young master, with love 
and pleasure in hie looks !

From the situation in which the child was 
found, it appears that he had wandered to the 
brink of the precipice, and then either fallen or 
scrambled down till he resched the cave, which 
the dread of the torrent had afterwards prevent
ed him from quitting. The dog, by mean» of 
his scent, had traced him to the spot, and after- 

-ards prevented him from starving by giving up 
to him his own daily allowance. He appear* 
never to have quitted the child by night or day, 
excepfcwhen it wes necessary to go for hie food, 
and then he wae alweya seen running at full speed 
to and from the cottage.

But the maiden will break her vow with ease, 
For a woer cometh whose charms are these,
A hollow heart and an emp.y head,
A face well tinged with the brandy’» red,
A soul well trained in villany’s school,
And cash, sweet cash—be knowetb the rule, 

Himes and dollars ! dollars and dimes !
An empty pocket’s the worst of crimes :

I know a bold and honest man,
Who strives to live on the Christian plan ; 
But poor he ie, and poor will lie,
A scorned and hated thing isTie ;
At home he meeteth a starving wife.
Abroad he leadetb a leper’s life ;
They struggle agaiimt a fearful odds,
Who will not bow to the people’s god* ! 

Dimes aud dollar» ! dollars and dimes !
An empty pocket’s the worst of crimes !

So get ye wealth, no matter how !
No questions asked of the rich, 1 trow !
Steal by night and steal by day,
(Doing it all in a legal way,)
Join the church and never forsake her,
Learn to cant and insult your maker ;
Be hypocrite, liar, knave end fool,
But don’t he poor—remember the rule ; 

Dime» end dollars ! dollar* and dime» !
An empty pocket’» the worst of crimes !

1 times as strong a* when she returned from Te- 
tuan she conld not disturb the Rock. Elliott 

I beat the French and Spanish fleets and armies 
1 with ninety gun*. What our present force of er- 
I tillerv on the Rock may be is not stated. Many 
of our batterie» are masked ; of some the guns 

! are being exchanged for pieces of larger callibre 
j and longer range ; the exact truth ia only known 
j to the officials of the artillery service. Captain 
Saver think* we have 700 guns in position. We 
believe be underrates our strength. About a 
year ago there were 10,90 guns mounted. Some 
changea may have been made in consequence of 
the arrival cf Armstrong gun», but the number 
of guns fit for service may be counted at upward 
of 1000. But the additions to our guns, and 
even such improvements in our batteries as th# 
new aea line (shout which Captain Ssyer ie dis
creetly silent,) are not »o important lor the de
fense as our vast increase of range. The eix- 
poundere by which Elliott had to silence the forts 
of San Carlo» and burn the Chevalier D’Aacon’e 
floating batteries hid a range of half-e- 
naile. The Frenco-Spani*h cruiwrs lay eafely 
in the hey, end passed round Europe Point be
yond the reach of his shot. No fleet could live 
in the bay now. Shells might be thrown into 
S in Roque on the one aide, end perhaps into 
Algeeiras on the other. No ship could pass Eu
rope Point. In fact a fleet could not now lake 
up a sheltered position to beleaguer the fort.— 
English Caper.

A Lesson from the Cricket
We are apt to believe in Providence, so long 

as we have our own way, but if things go awry, 
then we think, if there is a God, he is in heaven, 
and not on earth. The cricket in the Spring 
build» his little house in the meadow, and chirp, 
for joy, because all is going so well with him. 
But when he bears the sound of the plow a few 
furrows off, and the thtmder of the oxen’» tread, 
then Ibe skies begin to look dark, and his heart 
fails him. The plow comes crunching along, and 
turns hia dwelling bottom tide up, and as he is 
rolling over and over without a home, his heart 
eaya, " Oh the foundations of the world are de- 
etroyed, and everything is going to ruin I" But 
the huabendmaa who walk» behind hia plow, 

* and whletiinf aa he gone, doea ha toink

The Rock of Gibraltar.
The value of dibraltaur to England, above that 

of all other fortresses, above ell other conceiva
ble fortress»*, arise» Irum the peculiartiee of its 
situation and its character. Other great strong
holds, such as Croustadt, Comoro, end Ehren- 
breitstein, have their values, which can be ex
pressed in money, in regiments, in wer ship*, 
according to the etrenglh of each. But. theae 
great strongholds have no value beyond what 
can he expressed. They are military station» 
purely. Constradt protects the approaches to 
St Petersburg!], by the sea ; Comoro protects 
Vienna from the assault of an army ascending 
the Danube from Silistria and Belgrade ; Ehren- 
breitstein defends the Middle Rhine against 
France. Each has its military function, and 
when that function is discharged there ie an end 
of its utility. But the chief office of Gibraltar 
is political. Look at it on the map. It rise» be
tween two continente. It separates the region 
of the Crescent from the region of the Cross, 
making itself the empire of the powers, and 
chaining up the fanatical passions of each. The 
evening gun whose magnificent roll along the 
waters of the etreits ia heard alike at Ceuta, at 
Aby la, and Tarifa ; heard by the Riff pirate in 
his leir, by the Cabrita smuggler in his xebec, 
by the Rondo bandit behind his rock, and by the 
Tetuan Jew in his Bssaar, announces to each 
•nd all that on the great Rock stands a power 
visible, audible, swift to protect and swift to pun
ish, which will have peace in those waters, and 
»o far as may be, along these shores Were we 
away from Gibraltar, there would be rapine and 
piracy in those beautiful baya and river mouths 
The fanaticism of Spain ia as fresh, the hatred of 
Morocco as fierce, aa when the last defenders of 
the Koran fled from the wall» of Ujijar. The 
Andalusian burn» to be at Fez, the expelled 
Moore keep the keys of their old palaces at Se
ville and Oranads While we are at Gibraltar, 
our evening gun is enough to preserve tranquil
ity, as a rule, on either aide. Vacate our post, 
and we meke way for a French garrison, or re
store the Straits to the anarchy of the ,Middle 
Ages. Thee, again, Gibraltar gives us politics! 
I»wer in the courts of Paris and Madird. The 
Rock is the key to both Fiance and Spain ; cut» 
each as it were, into two portions ; divides the 
Mediterranean from the Atlantic porta. While 
we bold the Strait», the princes of these two 
countries are but half poiseaaora of their own na
val power. Fancy what would be our position if 
an impregnable fortress, held by a stranger and 
a rival separated Chatham and Portsmouth from 
Ply mouth and Pembroke, »o that no ship could 
pass from one port to another without hi» leave ! 
We cannot even illustrate the disadvantages of 
such a situation, for the world’s surface does not 
show us a strait like that of Gibraltar, closed by 
such a fortress as the Rock. If we were establish
ed in Cherbourg, we could not hurt the French 
so deeply as we can at Gibraltar. There is in fact, 
no point on the coast of France or Spain, the 
occupation of which would give us such political 
advantage. Calais in oar hands would be an ir
ritation to France, but it would not be a vast 
positive weakness to her. The possession of Ca
diz would be a source of pride to us rather than 
of strength. It is perhaps within the truth to 
say that in case of war the hold of England ou 
Gibraltar is a more serious fact for France than 
the loss of Piccardy or Guienne. It divides 
her line of battle, and «be knows it. Hence her 
many efforts for its reduction Ly forte was con
sidered possible, and her many negotiations for 
its restoration after négociation was proved by 
Elliott to be the only means left.—Sager's Qib. 
bralar.

HS IMEREOXABILITT.

No engineer doubts that Cronstadt or Comoro 
might be taken. It is only a question of cost— 
»o much time, so many men, so large a park 
of artillery, and that ia alL The elements are 
known, and the calculation» would come out like 
an eclipse. Not *» with Gibraltar. It cannot 
betaken. The resources of mighty empires haee 
been wasted on that solid rampart of limestone. 
The cannon ball» showered upon it would make 
another mountain. In the greet aeige averytking 

; ï. i. . - ,«era.: ot
; •-•an.» nedi 

: • a.'à ackers >w«

them food.
What is man f Is he but this system of flesh 

and blood and bones ; this walking tabernacle of 
clayey texture, whieh eats, and drinks, and sleeps, 
and dies, and is forgotten t Thank God, we 
learned in childhood to reject this epicurean 
faith which would bring mankind down to » 
level with the brutes, and send him eoulleei to 
eternel night Man ia that intellectual some
thing—the cff*pring of the breath of God—a 
kind of half-way house between earth and heaven, 
formed for a living temple of the Holy Ghost.

UtinisimaL

Influence over the Young.
The following letter from Henry Ward Beech

er, to a young minister, in the N. Y. Indepen
dent, will be perused with deep intuieet There 
is much profound wisdom in it ;

LETTER TO A TOENO XUIIITML 

Mr Dear--------- ,—There are two natural de
partments of inflaenee in ministerial life—the

Jupiter and Saturn.
Here we are on the suiface of Jupiter. When 

we left Mercury and Venue, we removed from the 
intense torrid heel of the system. We could 
not but notice, as we swept along, how kind! 
the atmosphere girdles our own planet ; how s:,e 
in fact occupied the very choicest place in rela 
tion to the solar light and heat, situated in the 
Temperate Zone, and guardt 1 by more loving 
influence» than thoae waiting un her sister pla
nets ; here, on the contrary, it would aeem we 
ere in a vast ice world, a mighty realm of An
tarctic emw and waste of water. What awlul 
region» ; end yet how gorgeous ! The «tara 
rise, and in three or four hour» they eet from our 
vision ; but not ae we hare seen them on our 
earth—gradually, but precipitately, they rush 
down, dazzling the eye aud bewildering the 
sense ; and thus, most strangely to the eye, the 
heavens keep up a perpetual pantomimic dance, 
or everlasting mercurial activity, and yet hea
ven» never so gorgeous as we hsve seen them on 
our home planet, because we are now eo much 
further from the sun. Strange, indeed, and. 
vividly beautiful those four moons, two white and 
one blue, end the fourth orange ; and how mar
velous ; for look, do not their ehadowe tall in 
four different directienS at once t Or, darting 
from the planet itaelf, let ue visit one of the sa
tellites ; and then what a scene I Three moons 
rising over our heed in succession in their diver
sified phases. See e crescent moon, a gibbous 
moon, and a full moon shining in the same eky, 
end the nearest with twice the diameter of our 
moon to us ; and there eee Ju piu-r, hinging vast 
and magnificent in the aky. That sky how black, 
since no atmosphere enrrounds us ; end over 
the wild and marvelous wasie each star that 
pierces through the dark, shining with the bril
liancy of ten thousand concentrated diamonds. 
Such are the commingled dreams of science and 
imagination. We can not refuse to indulge in 
them. Who haa not ipeedilv been loet, ss walk
ing on the lonely heath, or among the eterlit 
hills, his eye hae wandered to Saturn ! The 
mind loses itself in «peculation on it» rings— 
those stupendous annual appendages arching 
over the heavens of that superb planet—it would 
seem to the understanding a Hiadoo realm of 
grotesque and startling inequalities. Wbst vast 
Himalayan aolitudea are demonstrated to cover 
its surface ; desert realms W'lb the mighty cleft 
and hollow, never the receptacle» of sunny 
light like our planet, and many, we may sup
pure, the whole year of fifteen period», equal to 
or.e year, the abode of dreamless darkness—a 
planet broken by mountain», where no verdure 
shine», no greenoeei, no pl^nt, eternel eterility : 
the terrific idea, the terrific sensetion, the wild, 
capricious, and grotesque thoughts will haunt 
the spirit as we fancy Nature in her rudest form, 
in scenes,

•' Stiff with eternsl ice, tad hid in seow 
That fell a thousand centuries ago."

For over those planet* «weep tempests like those 
which vex our world ; thunder rings there, if ft 
peals amid mountains uninhabited and eolitnry 
save to their own cchoee ; the lightning» glesm 
and piny, if tney strike only the «till cliff, rear
ing itself in n waste of waves ; fearful ses» ! 
what moons tremble over and mirror their forms 
upon them ! What skies and stars, and ambro
sial murmuring» run along their cliffs with the 
still sweet murmur we have known on own shores 
and was, but shall we eey, touching no heart, 
and awakening no mental or sympathetic res
ponse.—London Eclectic.

Benefit of Knowledge.
With God. knowledge ie an attribute ; it is 

essential to his nature to know.—With mao, 
knowledge is acquired, and the period at human 
life ie the normal school in which elements of a 
Divine education are obtained. Knowledge, to 
ne complete, must be experimental. Conscious
ness ia the highest type of evidence. To bathe 
in the stream, to drink at the fountain conse
crated to the memories of the past is » sonrre 
of joy unknown to such as have faded to walk 
that way. I» it not the knowledge to -hich we 
have already attained that nerves tie limbs of 
the eager traveler. It is the unseen—that which 
lies just beyond M» vision, or which looms up 
in the dim disUaee—that invitee him forwsrd 
in the unknown path. It ie the breaking in up
on the soul of beauties before unseen that en
raptures the bwrt. What an intensity of joy 
gomes with lbs acquisition of • lew feat—<me

sorial or personal, and the profoeaional or teach
ing. He is fortunate who oan with ease and skill 
act in both. I am under the impression that 
few clergymen aim to do much for the yoeeg of 
their flocks, except by some form of meeting 
But, without disparaging catechetical elaaaee and 
Fathering» for discoure»», it seems to are that 
much may be done by personal influence. Do 
y oi. not recollect when you were a boy, any 
larger boy, or some young man, who inspired 
you with admiration t The influence whieh some 
person» exert over the youug, amounts almost 
to fascination. They accept their decision», ad
mire their style, copy their manners, court their 
approbation, and are made happy in their smile. 
The influence ie not always beneficial. Children 
are taken out of their parents’ bande, and carried 
ewey from teachers, by the eooiel influence of 
companion». It ie this tendency of the young 
to become social enthusiasts that pastor» might 
direct to the highest end. A boy ia often consci
ous that be ie following tons leader, egainet hia 
conscience, and yet cannot disengage himeelf or 
break his influence; but bow much more potent 
would aucb an influence be if he went with hie 
conscience t

Boys ere hero-worehippen. They delight in 
» mister. A minister may become their friend 
—may pour into their ears such wealth of knowl
edge, such narratives, may initiate new » porta, 
ret on foot expedition» and enterprise»—end, in 
the accomplishment of three, develope a hun
dred questions of honor, rectitude, magnanimity, 
generosity, lawful rivalry y or, be may awaken 
their minds to dieeueaion, to eritidam, and judg
ment of conduct; and, at every ease, adduce 
some precept or command from Scripture, which 
would not only teech them how to settle practi
cal causes of conscience, but bow to use the 
Bible, not merely for e reeding book. And U, 
to do this, it ehould be found necessary for the 
minister himself to become more familier with 
the wealth of ethical lore in the Bible, it would 
not be the least of benefits.

A minister can gain the sympathy end eonl- 
denoe of children by an easy famliarity with them 
in their «porte and daily duties. There is no 
danger of detracting from hie dignity, or of leea- 
ening bis influence in the pulpiu Kindness in
spires effeetion, and affection reepeoL

I would here you to know every child In your 
parish by name end disposition. I would have 
you win their confidence, secure their love. It 
ie a good sign if children, when they eee you, 
run to you with eager end pleased faces. You 
are their natural,and ought to be their beet friend, 
end they ought to think eo.

I do not eey that all have this gift of eooiel In
fluence. But no minister should take that foe 
granted until after thorough end persistent trial. 
Where there ia an easy and natural eocial power, 
to no other more does the injunction apply, Neg
lect not the gift that ia in thee.

It is bed to see children afraid of their minister. 
You ought to here the confidence of the youth 
committed to you, to such a degree that to you, 
next to their perenU, end in some cas* even 
before them, they ehould spontaneously apply In 
emergencies.

You cennot well exaggerate the moral power 
of such social influence. It will often treneeend 
that of a formal and direct teaching. The pereon 
will be more than the pulpiL And even the 
pulpit will And itself richer, end fresher, end 
more fruitful in aubj-cts for discourse.

You speak of » difficulty in finding topics for 
your children’s meetings. Of courre, every one 
must consult his own disposition end circum
stances in this matter. But there are eertiin 
things thst all may do. It ia the custom of 
some pa.tora once a month to have a service on 
the Sebbath for children. The life of Christ, or 
some portion of Biblical history, ia taken up and 
gone over in a regular course. Sometimes tb# 
catechism is taken, and, instead of formal que», 
ion end «newer, en illustrative end even para

bolic lecture ia given. It might be well to relert 
from children’s life e series of duties, or trials, 
of temptations, end make them the subject of 
familiar remark. But, while life and catechism 
are tc be used, the Bible, efter all, furnishes the 
chief «tore of material», and in a form best 
adapted to interest and instruct children or 
adult ; end you can scarcely be in danger of 
employing that too ouch, even if you employed 
;. exclusively. I do not know why a collection 
• children should not be as much fascinated by 

Scripture narretiree, detailed by the pester, as 
they are wont to be at home, when some parent, 
or nurse, or aunt, of a Sunday afternoon, read» 
or recite» from the «acred pages. Nothing ever 
so filled and excited our heart and imagination 
■■ the simple reading to u* uf the Scripture» by 
a revered eunL Sermons, in our boy hood, were 
lost upon us. We do not recollect being im
pressed with a single sermon till efter we were 
twelve year» old. But long before that, reed-
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